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DEeAr READERS,

Effoctive with today’s isaue, we've
made improvementa in tho section
front flngs inside your Farmington

o despaod spocial typef

‘o've designed o aco

for tho section front {lags. Its
distinctive and easier to read.
Section front lettera also aro larger
and easfor to read.

At the bottom of the page you'll
find the telephono number and
internet addresses of tho editor and

the newsroom. We want to make it
oasy for you to reach ua,

'e'vo also changed the namo of
our Community Lifo section to
HomeTown Life 8o that it moro
clearly reflects the hometown nows
« nows about weddings,
engagements, religion and births «

contained in tho section,

You will continue to seo
improvements in the way wo
Farmatoon hewepaptr which n

mof newspaper wi
of the HomeTown &mmunlcnt?:nr:
Notwork. -

Qur aim is to make our
newspapers the essential tool for
our readers and their familica to
live the life in their home
towns. that's why we aro making
theso changes, with others soon to
come.

Toll me what you think. You can
reach me at (734) 863-2100 or at
srosic! .homecomm.net.

Bincopely

Susan Rosiek,
Publisher

hit the 1
By JON1 HUBRXD

STAYY WRITER
Jhubred@ochomecomum.net

The legends of modern music will
meet the skating stars of tomorrow
this weckend, during the Farmington
Hills Ice Arena’s 4th Annual Ice
Show, co-sponsored by the arenn and
the Hills Figure Skating Club.

“Mainly, what it'a for is our kids in
our ‘Learn to Skato' program,” said
arenn manager Tom Murphy, “This is
their time to show off what thoy've
learned.”

This year, 180 skaters, asaisted by
70 volunteers, will stage a show com-
plete With music, group and solo
choreography and costumes. Froin the
8-and 4-year olda who will bo consid-

ered successes if thoy romain atand-
ing on tho ice, to adult ekaters who
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Metry worked to

get a lefi-turn signal for the intersection in front of Harrison
High School, The intersection was the scene of a fatal wreck earli-

er this year

Students

safety on 12 Mile

€000 HomeTown Communications Network™

push for

# A promise for imgiriovoments designed to alleviate traf; :

fic problems on 12 Mile Road

School has been made. Classmates of a

in front of Harrison High
friend whowas -

killed in front of the school in March have worked hard
to draw attention to safety problems there.

BY JON! HUBRED
STAYY WRITER
Jhubred@oe.homecomm.nel

Dozens of Harrison High School stu-
dents and parenta packed Farmington
Hilla City Council chambers Mond.

E ‘We are here for a very
simple reason. Our safety.’
Andy Metry

—Harrison student

night with just one concern.
Thoy left with something not overy-
one gets from government: the promise
¢ designed to nllovi

Decply affocted by the death of
hool Dantel Lee in a March 31

o P

the dondly serious problem of traffic
safoty on 12 Mile Road, in front of the
school. During the courac of the
evening, county officinls announced
they will install a left-turn signal and

.take a scrious lock at expanding 12

Mile to five lanes and city officinls
agreed to pursue a ban on right-hand
turns on red.

No one scemed happier than the
three students who pushed most for
thoso measures.

“Wo are here for a very simple rea-
son,” snid acnior Andy Metry, “Our

accident at on intersection in front
the school, the threa students conta:
ed County Commisaioner Terry Seve:
R-Farmington Hills, with questions:
nbout a left-hand turn signal, Theitl
rescarch showed it had been requested”
and denicd a fow times because the: -
intersection didn’t meet certain crito-:
a. -
*Thoy wero already n little frustrated’
becausa thoy thought it would be an |
uphill battle,” Sever sald, "The county
gonerally won't take action unloss
there are numbers to support it.” .
llJndnunu‘d, the students decided to

safety.”

Metry and his cl Nevin Hill
and Tony Kalea took on city hall as a
class project, undor the direction of

ﬁrl't-ycnr teacher Jenny Barto. The

the i tion and docu-
ment what thoy saw as necidents wait~
ing to happen. Shown at Monday
night's m:ev.lng, the video captured

for verns
ment class waa to get involved in
“active citizenship,”

the cost and wesg
Ploass oo ROMD, A7

z
)
g

School officials say harm has been done:

By T SMITH
STAVY WRITER
temlth@os.homocomm.not
Enough s t':‘no‘ﬁlt -
It is time to end tho cscalating war
about words concerning the languego
and actions of n few Farmington ligh
School teach scveral Farmi:
Board of Education members and FHS
students urged parent Mark Mergener
during Tuesday night's meeting.

Corridor
face lifts on
the horizon

BY JONT HUBRED
BTAFF WRITKR
Jhubred@oe.homecomm.net

Rodevelopment along the Grand
River corridor in Farmington Hills
appeara close to receiving a large boost
from two projects that will add a
15,000-square-foot Walgreen's and n
140,000-8quare-foot neighborhood
shopping center,

Although he may have taken some
shote in the past, developer Steven
Schafer of The Phoenix Group was
p{nhnd nt consccutive public hearings

HomeTown
{ WORK!

“I got great action
from my Observer- .
Eccentric classified |
ad. My play struc-

ture sold really fast.” |

~ —Arlene B.. B

day night for his willingnoss to
work with reaidents as he shephorda
hath projects through the planned unit
devolopment process, which allows
multiple uscs on ono aito.

“It looks to mo like this time you'ro
golng to bo n horo to residents in thia
aren,” councilman Jon Grant said.

For the most pnrt, neighbora and city
officinla appear to agreo both will pro-
vido o hadly needed face lift for an area
of the community that suffers from
somathing of an imagoe problem. Not
cveryono left tho consocutive public
hearinge at Monday night's city council
meoeting happy, but Schalor made aure
he took phono numbers from everyone
who wasn't,

Walgreen's

Located north of Grand River
batween St. Francia and Colwell, the
Walgreen'a sito ultimately received
approval on a 6.0 vote, with council-
man Barry Brickner abstaining, duc to
a potentlal professional conflict, The
diacusaion was not without a little give-
and-take on both sides.

Schafer sald ho had worked closely
with neighbora from the beginning and
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] think there's some very real harm
beiog done and no real good ia roming
hia,” achoo] board Bragident

Brouillotte, almost in tears,
said to Mergener, “You're portraying us

ers,”

Brouillette conceded that some of the
toacher behavior brought to light in
rocent weeks by Morgener was
“appalling.” But, then directing her

as o board and as an administration
that's being insensitive and uncaring
about the kinds of concerna that you've
raised.

“All of thoso concerns have been
dealt with, with the individual teach-

next t toward the parent, she
added that *I don't really understand
what kind of punishment you scem to
want.”

Mergener, who read a propared

vinced that proper action against the
tenchers has been taken. Mergenor's
roported problems with certain taach:-
ors date back to September 1998. Ho
claima students have been subjected to
profanity ~ in 1 and th h
various films and books — and jokes or
remarks laced with sexunl or violent
references. .

statement to the board, uncon-
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Sunday's Million Mom March.

on

eath.

ton,

ton, Colo.

Hrary PROTO NY BaAD Kanescs
Missing her slster: Maurcen Prest of Farmington
Hills holds o sign about the death of her sister at

Area moms

BY BRAD KADRICH *
BTATP
bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net

Julie Dovine grew up in the inner city neigh-
borhoods of Los Angeles where gun violence
wasn't an abstract concept. It was a way of lifo.

In her high school yearbook, Devine'’s school
dedicated an entire page to clasamates, friends,
whosa lives had been snuffed out in violent

It was in momory of those fallen classmates
that Devine mads the trip to Washington, D.C,,
Sunday for the Million Mom March, the demon-
stration on Tho Mall designed to prod Congres-
sional leadera into moving talks along toward .
what tho moms call “reasonable gun legislation.” - *|-

“Those classmntes didn't make it to this point
in life,” said Devine, who now lives in Farming- |
*That'a why this ia 50 important to me. It's
only when we band togother we can get some-
thing done.” .

Devine was one of thousands of Michigan
mothers who made the trek. Muny left on buses
from Livonia, making the 12-hour drive en
masse in a ahow of solidarity and aupport for the
misalon, which grew out of the ashes of the April .
1999 attack at Columbine High School in Little- .

Twelve students and a teacher were gunned -
down by studenta armed with weapona, X

The Livonia bus contingent, which included ©
women from Farmington Hills, Livonia, Ply-

the march

Fleasc sco MOMS, Al

City council says no to sign request

By T Sl
BTATY WAITER
tamith@oe.homecomn.net

into tho final phases, oven qoutlnz

According to Mike Richards, who
oporatos n_photography businosa in
4 t '

with them to discuss some
changes bafore Monday night's meet-

T Fleasc sco CORMDON, A3

ar Village Mall,
potential customers walk or drive right
by becaune they don't know the shop
oxists,

Ono reason ia location. Photography
by Michae! Richardas is located in the
basement of tho landmark mali at
QGrand River-Farmington Road,
Richarda nttended Monday’s Farming-
ton City Council meeting to request a
ground aign bo attached to a decorative
wrought iron railing, which surrounda
a atairwel) not all that far from the

muin entrance of the mall, |

“Virtually no one knows where I am,”
snid Richards, who proposed an arch-,
way sign to inform customers of his
business, ..

Council members, however, voted
ageinst tho request because they were




