The Observer & Eccentric/THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2000

Greektown from page E1

awards, . .

“I'm oxcitod and a little ner-
vous, but I'm locking forward to
coming home and bringing my
now work,” sald Dark, owner of
Pottory Central in Guif Shores.,
*I call thom my chicken pots,
Thoy'ro quito whimaical ‘and sto-
rytelling. I'm o frustrated writer
that uaes his threo-dimensional

work to put down what ho can't
any” .

Dark, who carned his bachelor
of fine arts degreo in coramics
from the Unlversity of South

.Alabama and a master of fino
o,

_arts from Edinb iversity of

Fine jewelry

Michael MacManus returna to
the Grooktown Arts Feativa) for
a third year. A Bloomfleld Hills

_jowsler, MocManus creates silver

jewolry with and without somi-
precious atones, Ho describes the

Ponnsylvania, dées sbout 10
shows a yecars. .

work as “contemporary with sim-
plicity in design and atyle”

*It's fun and people getting
togsther,” said MacMunus. °I
used to do sculpture but I
awitched to joewelry because £
wanted to work In a amallor
scale making adornmonts for
people.

“Jowelry shows sclf-oxpres-
slon.” :

original sot that'a bound to
includo the crowd favorite “Pros.
suro Cooker.” Bassist Jim Simon-
son, a Clarkston native, sald the
festival is noither too big or too
. small, but affera & great reason
for peopla to visit thoe city. Drum-
mor Michael Caskoy looked for-
ward to the outdoor fostival as
woll: “Playing bars all the time

As someone who,

media-resistant artists than
thoso who create the Detroit
aren's biggest musical export —
techno music. You may not bo
familiar with names like Carl
Craig, Richie Hawtin, and Der-,
rick May, but they have an
incredible following in places
like London, Belgium, and Ams-

:
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net

When Connie Ettinger and
D'Anne Witkowski do stand-up,
and a malo heckler blurts out

ee Communi

KinderVision
at the
Downtown Hoedown

Servibe for Parents and Childrgn

Join Young Country 99:5, Rainbow. Recréation,

MLT Worry Free Vacations, Atchinson Ford,

Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, Comcast @ Hon

and RE/MAX at the Downtown Hoedown in Hart

Plaza on Saturday, May 20 from 12:00 noon to 5:00
. p.m. for your child’s FREE KinderVision video!

KinderVision has been endorsed by law enforcement
because it teaches children how to stay safe and it
provides a permanent “live” physical record of the
. child for parents’ safekeeping.
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BACKSTAGE hns been on the .
PASS recoiving end of
R ) voluminous
UL ¥ rccording indus-
try hype, I've
always boen
4 intrigued by
{i]
by artists who
5 reach their audi-
7 enca in a direct,
i3 non-mainstream
ANN  way.
DELISH There may be
no ‘groator
examplo of

E«E @Sman ﬁ'o_m ﬁgge E1

can be pretty onc-dimensjonal.®
*It's olways a cool foatival,”
.said Codish, who porformed with
McCray in 1995-1997.
Here's the line-up:

B Friday, May 19

G p.m. The Brothers Groove

7:16 p.m. Big Al end the
Heavyweighta

terdam, !

“Dotroit’s techno artista aro
big in Europe becauso radio ata.
tions {n the United Kingdom and

other Europenn cities are given .

the freedom to play what their
listeners want to hear. In London
in particular, musical trends are
created by the feedback from the
¢luba where techno musie rules,”
snid Ron Pangborn, music pro-
ducor for Detroit Public TV's
Backstage Fass. *

Although it may scem on the
surface that tochno producers
revel in thoir anonymity, they
are mastera at building a loyal
audience. Dorrick May, along
with former Belleville High
classmates Juan Atkins and
Kevin Snunderson, is credited
with originating the “techno”
form. As an international DJ,
alectronic music producer and

and mean
the femalo comics don't usually
try to got the lant laugh. :
* ‘That is, shoot back a witty,
embarrassing comoback with
shut-them-up impact. |

" Neither local comic ia “theie .

yot,” they say of thoir develop-
ment in stage comedy.

“I'm a 120-pound domeanor
and femate. I don’t feel I can cut
down somo drunk guy and make
it to my car that night,” jokes
Witkowski, whose “day job” is
studying English at the Univer-
ity of Dotroit-Mercy.

Anyway, embarrassing the

_ heck out of & heckler may not bo

their comedic stylo.

* Though, Witkowaki, a Clark-
ston native who now lives in
Royal Ock, may be well on her
way. Whon a heckler recently
yelled out “takae off your shirt,”
the 22-yoar-cld comic came back
with, “Settle down, Dad,” and got
a foew laughs,

Witkowski and Ettinger are
two of six women comica in Sorry
About the Apple, an all-fomal

8:30'p.m. Larry McCray

O Saturday, May 20

2 p.m. Chef Chris Bluca Band

9:15 p.m. Al Hill and The
Bluas Insurgonts with friend
George Friend

4:30 p.m. The Sun Messcngers

6 p.m. Catfish Hodge with
Myatory Train featuring Jim

cCarty -

Techno artists master building a loy

founder of Transmat Records, he
has total control in the creation
and distribution of his music.
While that may scom like a
unique arrangement in the
mainatrenm recording industry,
it ia not unusual in tochno, Car
Craig is CEO of Planet E
Records, and haa created music
under various guisea including
Paporclip People, Innerzone
Orcheatra and his own name.
Hawtin helped to establish Plus
8 Records and now records under
his Minus label.

There aro signs that techno
artists aro making themselves
moro accessiblo to those that
aren’t necessarily “plugged in.”
Craig will serve as artistic direc.
tor for the Dotroit Electronic
Music Featival noon to midnight,
Saturday-Monday, May 27-29 at
Detroit's Hart Plaza.

“Techno music really nooda

Female comics stand up to be

What: Sorry About the Apple
featuring stand-up by six local
female comedlans

Whsn: 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Mey

21 ..

Whera: Mark Rldley,% Comedy
Castle, 269 E. Fourth Strest
In downtown Roya) Oak
Tickets: $10, cell {248) 542.
8000

minute feature performer and
hoadliner, a model created by
Mark Ridley.

There's no hierarchy of porfor-
mance in Sorry About the Apple.
Once more, it's all women, so t.hg

8 p.m. Sir Mack Rice

S Sunday, May 21 3
1 p.m. Mighty Royal Lighta of
the Tru Light Temple
2:30 p.m. Thornetta Davis
.6 p.m. Johnny Bassett's
Detroit Blucs Reviow, fenturing
Joa Weaver and Alberta Adams

al audience

these type of events if tho artiats
want to broaden their visibility.
They've beon very succesaful in
using the club acene to mobilize
their audionces, ond it seoms
like it is just n matter of timo
before major record companics
realize their potential,” said
ghorn.

A rare, if not unprecedented,
telovision gathering of Detroit's
o artists will take place on
the next edition of Dotroit Public
TV's Backstage Puss airing 7:30
p.m. Sunday, May 21, Carl Craig,
Richio Hawtin and Derrick May
will mnke appearances to roveal
the ins and outs of their under-
publicized segment of the music
industry.

Haort Plaza festivala? TV
appoarances? It appears the
reclusive days of techno music
are over.

counted

nier, are more capable of han-
dling a crowd and so forth, ...
Male comics have to prove that
they’re not funny. Females have
to prove that thoy are”.
Audiences are also quick to
-conclude female cdmics Snly joke
about menstrual cycles, pregnan-
cy, rolationships and house.
wifery. *I suspect that when peo-
ple see a linoup of asix women
performing, thoy cxpect a night
of man-bashing, and nothing
could be further from the truth,”
says Ettinger. “While we all
work, I don’t think there. have
been many forums for women
comiea to showcase thelr talents,

di gets “a
dose of women comics,” says

‘Ettinger, who came up with the

format and pitched it to Ridley,
*And, I think they'll be delight-
fully surpriscd at the caliber of
humor that thoy're going to sco,”
pays the Franklin resident, a
*rocovoring” attorney.
Under the astandard format,

audiences raroly see more than

dienne, if aven one

ahowcase of stand-up acta on
Sunday, May 21 at Mark Ridloy’s
Comedy Castle in Royal Oak.

The program deviates from
stand-up's standard format — en
MC warm-up followed by a 25-

one

female comic, leaving many com-

ody-goers with the impression

women aren't as funny as men,
There's a atereotype about

fomale comics, says Witkowaki,

“It's belisved that men are fun.

2300 Foatharstono Road
Auburn Hills, M} 43328
2

Our packages offec evarything for an
unforgottable petsway. Ench includes a luxurious

It is a male-d d induatry,
not to sny that we've been held
back because of that. ¥'ve been
treated very well. But it i a lit.
tle bit harder. The notworking is
more difficult.” .

While Ettinger and company
aren’t really "Sorry About the
Apple” their acts aro far from
Judy Tenuta-style stand-up.

And, as a group of performers,
their subject matter runs the
gambit.

“It's well-balanced,” says
Ettingor. “There's a mix of humor
directed st both women and
men.”
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IWO-L00M Suito, plus our ovoning beverage rocoption;
frea propsrod-to-ortar broakfast, uso of indoor .
pool, whirlpool, and fitnoss center = plus extras e
dascribod below. Tho hote! is adjacant to tho Pontiae
Siverdoma, 3 miles from the Palace of Aubum Hils
and B minutes from Groat Lakes Crossing. °

Family Value Package - Fron

S Wm&(@oggggg

... -Downtown Hoedo'wn' B homomade pizza, 4 sod,  podt 07, 119
.- Saturday, May 20, 2000 m m a;:n-'v plopwml maks this fun ;"-;
12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m Bouncesck Weekan*-Ourow  +1(09"
.. " Detroit Hart Plaza BouncoBack rale starta a3 corly 03 oo mm
Thuraday with a Saturday night stay, W"f"_‘
) For iona visi toa.c0m. Of call your
. profossional vl egent, +B00-HILTONS, or

hoto direct at 248-334-2222. 3 .

“Education Is the kc:y t_:o‘ ﬁmvenﬁén' ahd-prdq cting our childrer
...l harm them'ls our most sighificant.res ibi
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