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‘Time Code’ a challenge for the eyes

BY JON KATZ
BIAFY WRITER

Time Code ian't one of tho
worst movies of the year so far.
1t's four of the worst movies of
the ycar so far,

You'll hear that it's a break-
through and is greatly innova-
tivo (and it is), but you'll also be
intimidated by the warning that
if you don’t like it, you don't “get
it.” But most people stop calling
cach other chicken around the
fourth grade.

Time Code is an ambitious
gimmick, for worthier of discus-
sion than ita plot. Shown as a
continuous four-way split screen,
Time Code gocs against tho tra-
ditional filmmaking grain in

numorous waye. Director Mike
Figgis {Leaving Las Vegas),
bringing his musical background
to bear, literally arranged the
basic screonplay on music paper
ns a string quartet, with bar
linea indicating minutes, Thero
was no acript aa such.

His 83-minuto concertina was
then shot In real time with four
hand-hold digital video cameras
rolling simultancously in differ-
ont (nnd sometimes identical)
locations, Movies have played
out in real time before (Alfred
Hitchcock's Rope), but could
never be shat in one unbroken
and uncdited take because of the
limitations of 10-minute film
magazines.

Over two-dozen actors were

glven story outlines and
rchearsed hitting exact marks at
exact times. Much of the rest,
accarding to press releascs, was
improvised. Figgis, as one nl’ the
four camerapersons, could con.
trol only his own sctup once thoy
wero shooting.

Thoy uhot thl ﬁlm 15 llmu -a

trata on at the moment,

So why be down on such an
epparently important work? For
one thing, the story stinks.
Something about n small Holly-
wood movie company audition-
ing for a new project. Salma
Hoyok (Dogma) ia n bisoxual
actross who does a Mnnlcn

tatal of 6 -
and usod the final day’s work,
complete with four fortuitous
carthquake nftershocks that
occurred while the cameran
rolled.

Only the sound levels were
manipulated to nudge your
attention to a specific quadrant.
The viewer, in effect, becomes
the film's editor, eclecting which
corner of the screen to concen-

Lewinsky on Alex the p

to get hired, Mcnnwh:lo. her jeal-
ous lesbian lover, Jeanne Trip-
plehorn (Ml:lwy Blue Eyes), who
ia also Alex’s mistress, is outaide
in a limo listening to the wire-
less microphone she planted on
Salma,

Saffron Burrows (Decp Blue
Sea), Alex’s wifo, is somewhero
acrosa town crying to her thern-
plut And while this is going on,a
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cr artist ia pitek an
idcu to tho rest of the company’s
ataff: o film shot in real time
with digital cameras, They laugh
her aut of the office.

Ax o result of this boorish plot,
the fuui-way split is pretty much
one part atoryline and three
parts tedious filler. Look in the
lower left, there's a closc-up of o
clock. And up there on the right,
there's Jeanne Tripplehorn
chewing gum, snorting coke or
playing with a cigarette lighter
for minutes on end, And down
there in the lower right, a securi-
ty guard stands around, mayba

Oneo-
quarter
time:
Saffron
Bur-
rows
ata rs in

waiting for the next aftorshock,
which is the most action in the
film onyway.

Time Code has its placo as a
film school project or & demo
tapo for Sony’s digital video cam-
eras. It is a technical achieve-
ment in that the idea proved
functional,

When they find a story that's
cven one-fourth watchable, thoy
may have something.

MuUsIC

Travis lands headlining U.S. tour

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
BTAYF WRITER

scasola@oc.homecomm.net

For a band that's got two Brit
Awards under its belt but had
been relatively unknown in the
States, Travis couldn’t have
asked for better luck than anag-
ging the opening slot for Onsig’
recent trek through the country.
One liston ta the band deemed
Britain's favorite makes it casy
to sce what all the buzz is about.

From humble beginninga in
1986, singer-songwriter Fran
Henly, gulturlnt Andy Dunlop,
bassist Dougic Payne and drum-
mer Neil Primrose have rison
from the anshes of art school and
various bartending and shoe
store clerk jobs, With the long-
awaited American relcase of
their sophomore album on Epic
Rceords, The Man Who, Travis is
finally getting the attention they
have so long deserved.

*It's been brillinnt,” said gui-
tarist Andy Dunlop, in a tele.

phone interview from Atlanta
May 6. Nabbing the opening slot
of Oasis’ tour was surcly an
important carecr move for
Travis, whose British succesa
has only begun to trickle into
U.S, territory. “\WVe knew it was
important,” he said of the expo-
sure.

But Detroit got n taste of
Travis two years before the
recent, sold-out Oasis show. On
tour with Chapel Hill's prized
trio Ben Folds Five, Travis per-
fnnm:d at The Shelter, below St.

Wife for a Hat, Dunlop considers
it to be quite an ambiguous title,
allowing listeners to come to
their own conclusions about its
meaning.

But the title alao offers an
answer to all the joumnliuu who
considered the band's first
album, Good Feeling, too much n
mix of emotions, “The presa kept
saying we were a achizophrenic
band,” explained Dunlop.

While he maintains that the
album was meant to be true-to-
life rulher than a reflection of
[ is, The Man Who offers a

1 Hall.*I ¢ ber the
loud metal show (upstairs),” snid
Dunlop in an accent as thick as
fog on a dreary Glasgow day. But
Travia is moving up, literally; up
the charts and up the stairs to
St. Andrews main stage.

The Man Who has garnered
enough attention to cause quite
a stir on cither side of the
Atlantic, The title of the album
was taken from Oliver Sack’s
book The Man Wha Mistook His

much more even flow, both musie
cally and stylistically. But Dun-
lop said that it was “purely by
accident.”

Fran Healy writea the band’a
songs on his guitar in his room,
then brings them to the atten-
tion of hia bandmates. “At any
stage you can sort of ruin it as a
band,” said Dunlop, “So many
bands nver-play.” Travis® motto
would be something like, “Keep

Please Sec TRAVIS, E7

Opemng May l 9!
Fairlane is the center of it all for
greatshopping,dining,anjnow...eubeﬂalnmenﬂ

Look at the Falmlou- l"enhu'en
You’ll’ Fllld at the Shr 'l'llenm l’alrlnne!

& 21-Screen Megaplex
% Digital Sound

*Stadium-Style Seating .
X Self-Serve Sundae Bar’

FREE Gift with Pureiiase

Spend $200 from one day of shopping at Falviane, nd recelve
two FREE Theatre Passes! Just presént Jour recelpts at
5 wé Information Desk through June 10, 2000!

Don’t mlsm@Racing Fan Appreclation Day
# June 8th from 4pm-8pm.

FAIRLANE TOWN CENTER

The Center of it All
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