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Maui’s paradise - sun,

'DY MARGO DE DEWEY R

fyou've always dreamed about
going to Hnwnli, stop dream-
ing and just go.

Vhiling Hawail is like enter-
ing o different time zone. From
tho moment you get off the plane
you are greoted by an ocean
breoze, the sweot smell of mere
than 100 tropical flowora and the
clapping of palm troes.

My husband, Earl, and 1
recently returned from a very
relaxing April vacation in Maui,
“which is ono of the eight islanda
that make up Hawaii. Thore aro
-actually only six islanda that are
inhabited by people. They are
O’ahu, Kaua'i, Maui, Moloka'i,
Lana'i, and the Big Island.

If you are considoring your

first trip to Hawaii, we highly
recommend Maui. We have visit-
ed this island cight years in a
row, and it is considered one of
the best venues for having n
wide variety of activitics as woll
as hundreds of stores for thoae
who dare to shop "til you drop,
- Maui is known aa the “Valloy
Isle™ and is famous for its beauti-
ful beaches. If you love to sun,
snarkel or catch a wave with
your surfboard, then Maui is def-
initely the island for you.

There are more than 100
things to do on Maui, and this is
proven by a popular tourist mag-
nzine that is a musat to got when
you land, 101 Things To Do On
Maui.”

Having seon and done mosat
everything on Maui over tho past
cight years, I'm going to juat
describe the top 10 things you
should do on your first visit, and
it all beging with a trip to the
valcano, Haleakala,

Voleano

_ At the present time, Holeakala
is non-active. You need to got up
about 3 a.m. to take on this jour-
noy, but it ia well worth it. You
will catch a bus from your hotel
or condominium,

The bus will lead you up the
summit, 10,023 feat above sea
level. It takes a littlo more than
three hours to reach the summit,
depending on where you are

sltes you should check out.

view by out ww

Planning vour trip

If you ara eager to find out more about Maul there are o few web

I For the best Juau on the Island, look up www.oldiahalnaluau.com,

B There are awasomo galleries on tho [sland that are a must to

walk lhmugh when you urvlvn on Maul, but you can get a snoak pre-
com

on tho best way to enjoy pa!ad[sa.

There are plenty of ocoan actlvities for you to enjoy with o loved
one or with the antire famlly. Tha web site www.mauloceanactivi-
tles.com Is o groat sito for early planning, .

& Flnally, ta holp you organize your telp,

www.travelhawail.com will givo you more than anaugh Information

staying on the island. Onca you
have mada it to the top, you will
witness an awesomo sight. The
sun will rise over clouds that are
Jjust barely drifting by the tip of
the volcano, It’s very cold up
there, 50 mako sure you bring a
Jjacket.

Whale watching

The sccond thing you must do
on Mauli is go whale watching.
Humpback whales are in abun.
dance around island Docem-
ber through April. In fact, you
will nctunlly asg | hundreds of
thene a

of Maui. This area is great for

“ anorkeling or diving. The water

varies in dopth from 10 to 50
feet. You can enjoy a nice lunch
while on board as well as get o
great tan.

Surfing

The fifth thing to do on Mauj
is visit Ho'okipn Boach Park.
‘This is a place for only those who
dare to challenge the biggest
waves. Profcssional windsurfers
arrive here daily to enjoy waves
up to 10 feet. This sito has been
scen on various sports telovision
1a, It is not only for wind-

fow miles off the shoreline.

Tho best way, however, to sca
the humpback whales up close
and personal is to get on a boat
and thero are lots of charters
available for tourists,

Helicopter ride

The third thing that is a “Maui
must” is to take a helicopter rido
around the island.

Driving around Mauij is spec-
tacular on ita own, but in the air
you will see unbelievable water-
falla, roin forests and the
Haleakala Crater, A handful of
helicopter companies offer videos
of your trip, so choose wisely,

Snorkeling

Tho fourth event you have to
taku part in on Maui is snorkel-
ing.

Aguin, thero are several char.
tera that are available in the
morning or afterncon for this
excursion. You will be taken to
Molokini, a rock that is approxi-
mately three miles off the coast

surfing but also surfboarding,
boogie boarding, swimming, kite
surfing and sun bathing.

Golf

If you love to golf in Michigan,
you will definitely feol like you
are {n paradisc in Maui.

The sixth thing to definitely
check out on Maul are tho golf
coursce. In fact Maui is tho aite
for international golf tourna-
ments ~ the Morcedes Champi-
onships and the Kaanapali Clas-
sic (the Senior PGA tour), These
golf courses are not only chal.
lenging but breathtaking.

Road to Hana

The road to Hana is my sov-
enth thing to do on Maui, but 1
don't recommend it for those who
have tender stomachs. It's about
52 miles from the Kahului Air-
port. But the real challenging
aspect of this ovent ia tho actual
rond to Hana. Once you
approach thia road, you are in
for 600 curves (60 degreo angles)

Take a walk: “The Seven Pools,” or seven waterfalls, in Hana is worth the one-m:le

walk,

and &4 bridges on a one-land
road. The road to Hana takes
about two hours to completo, but
once you reach the end, you will
be basking in one of the world's
mosat beautiful black beaches.

Hana is also known for the
“Soven Pools”™ or seven water-
falls. You have to hike up ncnrly
a mile to get there, but the view
is worth it.

Night life

If you play hord during tho
day on Maui, make sure you
relax in tho evening. My cighth
thing to do is check out the night
life. Visit the popular Lahaina
district for ondless musical
entertainment, historical movie
watching about Maui, Karaoke
ainging and much more,

Somo of the hot spota in
Lahaina for music include Moose
McGiillycuddy’s and the Mauj
Brews Island Bistro and Night-
club. If you like live theater, visit
the Maui Arts and Cultural Cen.
ter. There are also sovera! luau’s
taking placo around the island.
Check out the Grand Wallea or
the Marriott for the best lunu’s,

Aquarium

The ninth best thing to do on
Maui ia visit the Moui Ocean
Center Aquarium. Thia park
cxpands over threo acres with 40
aquarium exhibita. If you did not
snorkel or dive like me, you will
appreciate this aquarium which
displays the hundreds of colorful
fish that can be found in the
ocean. If you dare to sco a shark
up close, this aquarium also
houses this beautifu] creature
along with stingrays.

Shop

Finally, my 10th “must do”
activity on Maui is shop. You
can't leave Maui without
strolling down Lahaina and vis-
iting the many uniqua stores
that display oll the souvenirs
you want to take home or mail
home. Hilo Hattie is definitely
catered to tourists. You will find
the Hawalian shirts, chocolates,
unbelievable Kona coffce (grown
on the big island) and authentic,
Hawalian macadamia nuts.

If you prefer to shop in air con-
ditioning, the Lahaina Cannery

Mall has more than 60 shops to
cater to your needs. I also enjoy
strolling through Whaler's Vil-
loge in Kaanapali Beach.

Meako sure when you book a
flight to Maui you look at all the
options, including taking two dif-
ferent airlinea versus just one. It
takes about 10 hours and two or
three plancs to got to Maui from
Michigan. Don't forget about the
six-hour timoe difference (Maui is
six houra bohind Michigan). I
also like to check aut buying
tickets on the Internot becausce
you can often get a good deal.

‘When you do make it to par-
adise, don't try to do everything
in onn trip. Relax, enjoy the sun-
sets and sunriscs. Make oach
second count. And don't forget to
amell the flowers.

Margo Dewey is a Livonia resi-
dent and columnist for the
Observer Newspapers. Tell us
about your vacation. Send photos
and stories for consideration on
our travel page to: Keely Wygo-
nik, Observer Newspapers, 36251
Sclloalcraﬂ, Livonia, MI 48150,

e-mail,
kwygonik@ae homecomm.net
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off original prices

We’re remodeling our stores and SLASHING PRICES!

-Thousands of items in discontinued categories are now on sale.

- off original prices
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20-

off original prices

30"

s, YORs, DV players, camcorders, shel systecms, o companerds, persordl stereey

15-25"

off original prices

off original prices

| Buy now .
before it's all gone!

No rain checks, Quantities limited to store stock only, Not npvllcnhlo to Iowolry  purchaaes,
'Excludn bikes, qym uh, Immpollnn, pools and water sports. **Excludes armolres, kitchen and d

VL

MERCHANDISE
AMERICA'S LEADING JEWELER'
All sales final.

Up to 70% off on
already reduced
green tag clearance prices!

and und bl

Ining furniture, *

' Call 1.800.JEWELRY for the stare nearsat you. www.servicemerchandise.com
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