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Harrison high schoola have shown in
the past week that they are the ones
with level minds, open hearts and concern for
others.

It is n lesson from which adulta may learn.
t  When Daniel Lee was killed in a traffic
accident on March 31, the community was not
only saddened, but outraged with the condi-
tion of the i jon in front of Hi
‘where ha lost his life.

‘While adulta complained and parents dis-
cussed tho safoty problems at a forum, three
students, Andy Metry, Nevin Hill and Tony
Kales, decided to take on government to draw
attention to safety concerns with 12 Mile.

The students drew attention to safety prob-
lems as part of & class project, under the direc-
non of first-year teacher Jenny Barto. The

for their A government
clasa was to get involved in “active citizen-
~ship.”

Tho three students contacted County Com-

Ahmdﬁﬂ of students at Farmington and

Taking a lesson
Adults could learn from students’ efforts

H While adults complained and par-
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lems at a forum, three students, .
Andy Metry, Nevin Hill and Tony
Kales, declded to take on govern-
ment to draw attentlon to safety
concerns with 12 Mile.

their teachers, students Catherine Brouillette,
Matt Gwynn, John Sloan Il and Patti Wheel-
er offered their thoughts at a recent school
board meeting.

School adminiatrators sy they have dis-
cussed Mergener’s concerns with the specific
teachers, but the parent has promised to
attend each board mecting to discuss cach of
his complainta.

The students asked Mergener to stop. They
nlao defended their teachers und called their

- missioner Terry Sever, R-Far Hills,
with questions nbout a left-hand turn signal,
Their research ahowed it had been requested
and denied a few times because the interaec.
tion didn't meet certain criterin.

" Tho students decided to videotape the inter-
section and document what they saw as acei-
dents waiting to happen. The video captured

“stacking between the east and west entrances,
with cars dashing through red lights in order
to make their long-awaited turns.

Students felt a three-pronged approach
would improve safety: a dedicated left-turn

_signal, no right turns on red at the stop light
and creating a left-turn lane. Calling a halt to
“right turns, they said, would increase the gaps
in traffic and allow more cara to move through

the area.

The county has jurisdiction over 12 Mile
*Road, and Road Commission Director of Traf-
fu: Safety Dave Allen said the left-turn signal;
“the most easily accomplished, would be unple-

human, not

“The teachers at this uhool care so much
about each and every student that they will go
out of their way to do anything that they can
to help,” Wheeler said. “They are great people
and great teachers. ... The people being target-
ed are phenomenal educators and ... have
committed no crime. They are innocent, and
deserve to be left alone.”

The stud: also defended hers' choic-
es of clnss materials, saying a numberof |
famous novels throughout the centuries have
contained profanity and sexual content.

‘While Mergener’s comments truly have dis-

‘tressed students, they had the cournge to

stand up and offer support to their teachers,
showing that what they learn from Lheu'
hers and the t and di
they receive far outweighs some mistakes.
Students at both high achools who have
taken the time and courage to get involved,
ider their feclings and those of others, and

: ‘mented in for a new sig
| syatem tentatively approved by the Federal
i Highway Administration. Meanwhile, other
i efforts are under way to improve the safety of
! the rondway.
! Inanunrelated effort, a number of atu-
dent.a from Farmington High School have
. stood their ground and asked parent Mark
i Mergener — who has been concerned and eriti-
cal of teachers’ langunge and their choice of
* class materials — to back off.
:  Inaddition to the students who wroto let.-
lern to the Farmi Observer

PP g

to take action, should be lauded,

It is rure when adults have such similar
courage and energy. And in both cases the stu-
dents offered reasoned analysis of both i mues

ior of
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Proud of her

e staff at Flanders Elementary are proud
to work for Mary Joyce Readler. She is a
ipal who leads by ple and we feel
fortunate to have her as our educational
leader, She has high expectations for herself
and her staff. She values each and every mem-
ber of our team and insists on examining
issues from everyone's point of view. Her pri-
mary concern ig the welfare of the children in
our building. She empowers each of us to be
the best that we can be. She believes all chil-
drencan lnnrn and knows that with school
] and p. king together, all
our goals can be achieved. She inatills this
belief in cach of us.
Mrs. Readler has made many positive
.changes since her arrival at Flanders, Juat a
the 1

— 12 Mile safety and the beh

More importantly, they stood up for what
they believe ia right. And in both cases, they
stood up to adults and a system, not knowing
if they would be rejected or lambasted.

With young people such as these, who have
the courage of their convictions, the future is
in pretty good hands.

re are those who look at the $28 mil-
lion in gifts given recently to the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra, and claim that

: wn.h such private support there should be less
- need for public funding. (The donations were
- part of a $126-million fund-raising campaign
: to finance a new administrative office build-
: ing, renovate Orchestra Hall, erect o high
+ schoal for the performing arts, and build the
. DSU’s endowment.}
I+ Overlooked in the celebration of generous
1 philanthropy, however, is that the state of
: Michigan also supplied $10.75 million or near-
: ly 40 percent of the recent financial contribu.
s tions.
- The answer to perpetuating cultural insti.
: tutions and enhancing the cultural life of the
region isn’t simply to rely solely on the good
* will of wealthy individuals and foundations.
On tho contrary, the future funding support
for cultural institutions must bobasedona .
deeper partnership between the public and
private sectors.
Ten years ago, the state unwisely cut back
on public funding to the Detroit Insti of

Partnersh1ps necessary for arts

H The answer to perpetuating cul-.
tura! Institutions and enhancing
the cultural life of the region Isn't
simply to rely solely on the good’
will of wealthy Individuals and
foundations. On the contrary, the
future funding support for cuttural
institutions must be based ona
decper partnership between the
public and private sectors.

most significant feature of a pluralistic soci-

few includ, ofa p:
sive early literacy progrnm and collaborative
consultation model a strong technnlngy com-

for their generous donations used toward the
purchuae of the trout for the dcrby Yankee
Inc., The B; k, Garden
Cn.y Upholstery of Farmington, Motor City
Harley Davidson, Farmington Ram's Horn
Restaurant and Lynda and Roy Lindhardt.
The following people also graciously denat.
ed their time to sign in the entrants, make
gure the many questions were answered and
assiat the young anglers: Teresa Vestevich,
Sharon Palonka, Mary Hauger Jr., and Judy
Dercek. Thank you one and all for a great day!
Joe Derek
City Naturalist
Department of Special Services
City of Farmington Rills

Is he kidding?

Hou.se Blll 4711, the “Job Creation and Reg-
bility Act,” would allow

ponent i d into the core curri
and enrichment classes for fourth and ﬁﬂ’.h
gmdes She has ulso been instrumental in
g the of the inte-

nor and extennr of the building, Mrs. Readler
always gives credit to those involved in help-
ing with any given project. She prefers to let
others “shine.” She doesn't look for personal
recognition but takes pride in the accomplish.
ments derived from a team effort.

Through her effort and example, Flanders
has become an excellent place for teachers lo

the state aI'Mur_hlgtm to preempt from local
unita of government the right to enact ordi-
nances and regulauona related to the legiti
mate and i of its ci

The bill is co-sponsored by Rep. Andrew
Raczkowski who claims that “the legislation
takes nothing away from local governments
which they currently already have.” Who is he
kidding?

The reality is that House Bill 4777 is the

-} most serious threat to home rule in the history

of the Michigan Legis . Mayor Aldo

teach and children to learnt She is a dedi:
individual who is admired by those who know
her. Her vast knowledge and understanding of
cducational issues serve as a foundation for
all of us. We are proud to be part of her team.
Together, under her leadership, we are com-
mitted to helping all children succeed.
Flanders Elementary School staff

Rousling success

The morning of April 29 dawned clear and
bright as 300-plus young anglers showed
up in Shinwasace Park to match wits with 600

ety. A:tand cuItum ina dnmocra:y should
of’ and sen-
p)bl!:hcs Thn pn\nlegas of wen]th ahnnldn‘t bo
for de which

inaumtinna are aupported.

A broader public debate about the nature of
tho private-public partnership is needed.
’l'hoso mt.h greut financial resources should
 their support, but

"Arta, Asa the duced
staﬂ‘ and hours of opernuan Sure, the DIA

ded in finding al ive means for-
ﬁmdmg but wlmt about the long-term unpact
_ of the negativo perception about the area’s
* support for culture?
I 1t would be mpmdentm

there'sa mle for others.

-Arguably, the much talked-about cultural
tax could be a catalyst for such a debate. A
cultura! tax would levy . quarter of a mil on
pmperty ‘The tax revenuo would support the
regmn 8 cultural institutions nnd local

1 groups. (C , the issue is

iate Gov,

: Engler’s imposed cutbacks in the early 19905

. as the direct cause for the unprecedented auc- -

: - cessful fund-raising campeigns at the DSO,

| . DIA, Dotroit Zoo and other cultural institu.

" |s: tona, The reason these campaigns havo sue-

* |+ ceedod has more to do with the historic growth
in wealth during the 1990s, than from any
policy to reduce public funding to the arts.

. Tosimply claim that those with the finan. .
cial means to donate moriey should be obligat-

‘ed to support the arts and culture misaes the

mlred in political wrangling among the' Oak-
iand and Woyne county commissions.)

Perhaps we all viust realize that the quali-
ty of culture is a mirror of a society’s collective
soul,

Ask your uounty commissioner ivhem
he/she stands on the cultural tax issue.

‘While we have not taken a pomﬁnn on tbo
tax jtself we support an open and frank
cussion about our responsibility for the quality
of culture in our region.

inbow trout at the annual Kids Trout Derby,
sponsored by the citiea of Farmington and
Farmington Hills.

I would like to ask all of the children and
adulta attending the cven'. to join ) us in in thunk

Vagnozzi led a successful statewide march on
Lansing at the request of the Michigan Munie-
ipal League to oppose this bill. If the Farming-
ton Hills City Council had not also actively
opposed this bill, some 21 areas of local gov-
ernment would have been diminished by the
uale mkeover

has all
the enrmnrkn nnd i ngerp rints of Big Tobacco
and its business allies who would like nothing
better than to eliminate municipal tobacco
control laws in Michigan. If it passes, it would
put a stop to more than 60 local, indoor, clean
air and tobacco advertising victories in Michi-
gan, including Marquette's 100 percent
smoke-freo ordinance.
: Albert Zack
Farmington Hills
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OUR MIsSIoN: "B we publish

" in & fundamentally different way than our bigger

, we think about community journalism
They ide lves to be

independent from the stories and communities they cover, sivooping in to write the unusual or

{onal and then dashil

hing else. We regard ourselves as both accurate.

off to cover

Journalists and as caring citizens of the cammumllu where we work.”

—_ PIqu Power




