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POINTS OF VIEW

Is the GOP playing politics with judicialf appointments?

“ e presidential appoint-
menta process now vergca
on complete collapse.” So

pancludes Paul C. Light of the Brook-

ings Institution (usually a liberal

Washington think tank) and Virginia

L. Thomas of the Hoeritage Founda-

tion (usually conservative) in a study

of the experiences of 436 cabinet and
sub-cabinet officials who served in the

Reangan, Bush and Clinl.on adminis-

trations.

. Some found treatment by tho

‘White Houso appointments pcople 'an

ordeal.”

* . Others - 36 percent of Reagan

adminiatration appointees and 57

percent of Clinton's nominees ~ were

held hoatage to the politics of the U,

8. Scnate in waiting for confirmation

hearings.

That's one reason a lot of talented
people aro not about to consider
i to top g

pp posi-
tions.
" A perfect instance of this general
problem concerns the nominations of
two Michigan lawyers to fill

on the U. 8. Sixth Circuit Court of
Appeals that have been twisting slow-

ly in the wind of the U. S, Senate for
far too long.

Helene Whita ia presently a mem-
ber of the Michigan Court of Appeals;
nominated by President Clinton in
January 1897, Judge White has yot to
receive o hearing from the Senate
Judiciary Committee, Kathleen
McCreo Lewis, the daughter of former

— iudges (cach of whnm hnngmg fire befom the Judiciary
now of h any hearings
650 canes each year), heduled on their th ie,
Authorities now con-  There are ot present 81 vacancies in
sider the number of the fedoral )udldary
vacancies in the feder- Michigan's other
al court ayatem to con-  Abraham, is nlso a member of the
stitute a “judicial Judlduy Committee, but, as a
emergency.” Republican, his party controls the

U. 8. Solicitor General Wade McCree, What's going on

is o partner in the Dykema Gouett 0 here?

law firm in Detroit; her i Michigan's Sen. Cnrl Levin, a

has been pending before the Judiclary D and a mi of

Committea since September 1869, the Judiciary Committee, says it's
Circuit Courts of Appeals are enor-  because Republicans in the Senate,

mously important federal appellate
courts, just one ntup duwn from the U
8. Court. A s to'
theso courts are made by presidential
nomination, followed by hearings con-
ducted by the Judiciary Committea
and by a confirmation vote of '.ho
entire Senate.

The Sixth Circuit ia authorized to
have 16 judges, Currently, the court
has four vacancies, ons of which goes
back five years, For the court to oper-
ato at 75 percent officiency means
long delaya to the litigants and enor-

* mous workloads for the remnining

hoping to win the presidency this fall,
have decided to hold up judicial nomi.
nations from the Clinton White
House.

As evidence, he produces a table
showing that while the Democrats
controlled the Senste during the Bush
Administration, a total of 66 federal
Jjudges were d, H

ra

certainly intended that the Senate
‘advise’ na to judicinl nominations,

ider, debate and vote up or

committee.

1 asked Joe Davis, a spokesman for
Sen, Abraham, how come it's taken 3-
1/2 years (in the case of Judge White)
and eight months (in the case of

down. They nmly did not intend that
the Benate, for partisan or factional
reasons, would remain silent and sirn-
ply refuss to give any advice or con-
sider and vote at all, thereby leaving
tha courts in limbo, understaffed and
unable properly to carry out their
responaibilities for years,”

Sen, Abraham is running for re-
eclection this fall, He is streasing hia
performance as an effective senator in

1oy Ramebod ask

lawyer Lewia) just to get the it
tee to hold henrlngl on their nomina.
tions.

According to Davis, "Sen. Abral

him why he can't get his committes to
give two able, &hnught-ful and well-
igan lawyers the cour-

" does not know whether or when hear-

ings will take place, He wants them to
take place, though.”

That'a nice. Frankly, [ suspect if
Sen. Abraham really wanted the Judi-
ciary C ittee to hold hearings on

when the GOP ran the Semw durmg
the first term of the Clinton Admlnu
tration, 17 judges were d. So

these nominations, he'd find a way to
do it PDQ.
A ber of the Sixth Circuit,

far in Clinton’s second term, the Sen-
ate has confirmed just seven judges,
with a total of 33 judicial nominees

Judge Gilbert S. Merit, wrote in
March to Senate Judiciary Chairman
Orrin Hatch: “The Founding Fathers

tesy of timely hearings on their nomi-
nations to the federal judiciary that is

mmntly hmmtmng in carrying out
its worlk,

Phil Power is chairman of Home-
Town Communications Network Inc.,
the company that owns this newspa.
per. He welcomes your comments, A ]
either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047,
Ext, 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@
homecomm.net

LETTERS

You're the cause
is a responsc ton ]cncr' pub-

that your dog (your property) was safe
and retummed to you.
Time to get a life, Ms. Brewer, and

lished in the May 11 Far
Observer, authored by Ms, Leah
Brewer, oonnermng hcr dog bemg
and

being “shocked and nppnllcd -
Ms. Brewer, it is careless, négligent
people like you who cause the police
to respond to ealla to remove an
injured or dead dog from the roadway.
. Your dog is your property and your
responasibility. When you do not do
what is required by law nnd your
property is impounded, you portray
yourself as a victim rather than an
offender.
* Shame on you, Ma. Brewer, for
demeaning an officer who was clearly
" doing his job. Your mere consequences
is that you may have to pay a fine, but
one concerned officer made certain

Cosmetic

take ibility for your own
actions (or lack thereof), Your dog
spent the night in “doggy-jeil” because
of your negligence. You are the cause

of your own problem,
V. Ziegler
Farmington Hills
Black Veterinary Hospital

Don't blame others
ear Lenh Brewer: How do you find

about your 10at dog and thanking the
Farmington police oﬂicer, excuse me,
“Barney Fife,” for rescuing your dog
from death by an automobile, starva.
tion, or who knows what could have
happened.

And for the record, the Farmington
police take your loved *family mem-
ber” to our wonderful local veterinari-
an’s office, Dr. Black, for safe keeping
until the owners can be found. They
are not whisked away to “puppy jail”
like they would be in other cities. And
then if no family members call to
locate the pet, it is deatroyed.

Dr. Black does not kill *family
members.” [ don't know how you grew
up but “stray dog” is not a *spine chill

square miles? Move if you don't like it.
1 Iove it! That is why I have not left
the city. I like a police response of leas
than two minutes when I have a prob-
lem. (1 had a sick father staying with
me duo to a heart transplant who had
complications after the fact. [ called
the Farmington police and they were

. at my house before [ was off the tele-

phone.)

Do you think the city of Detroit
would have even bothered to rescue
your dog? They don't even come if you
are being held at gunpoint, I serioualy
do not think the Farmington police
even remember who you are to keep
driving by your house, They are

yours, but my family Joves living in
the city of Farmington because of our
wonderful police and fire department.
My children recognize the local police :
because of the great job they do :
patrolling the neighborhoods, stop- .
ping and talking to the kids, and visit- .
ing the schools and educating our .
children about alcohol nnd drugs.
These men and women are our
friends, not our encmies, 1 think you
should think of this from another per- *
spective and be thankful. It is the law .
to have your dog licensed and current
on shots. How can you blame anyone
but yourself for the incident that
occurred?

Goyle !

the Farmington pohne pmkmg up ing word” to me. And to answer your patrolling the neighborhood like they :
a loat dog “} 1 ion, why does the city of Farm- do everyday. F McAuley ;
the grief of losing a “family member.*  ington even noed Well, my letter sounds as rotien as ‘armington !
1 guesa 1 don't underatand why you it's own police/fire :
aren't thanking the person who called  department for 2.7
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CUSTOM SOFAS ;
: FACE LIPT SALE PRICED Friday, May 26 10-9p.im. |
: Admit it. You've thought abou: cosmcdc EVELID SURGERY from Saturday, May 27 «:s10-9 p.m :
surgery. So, what are you waiting for? BREAST ENHANCEMENT 6 Sunday, May 28.. eeesee 1223 pom, ¢
expents that “E"“ vp ﬂ:e H;" :3::3:“; LPGSUETION $699 - $2295 Memaorial Day - Mtsnday, May 29110 oy IR
for Cosmetic Surge avco ical an :
s lmk : lr:l hvcsBreyn of all, our docti‘:nws“rz e e Novi Sterling Heights Livonia
}’°“ b:::;:emflzd npe:ialxsu s0 your entite BOTOX TREATMENTS On Service Drive O Van Dyke, between On Middlebelt .
health cate will be considered before, | TEETH WHITENING at 12 Oaks Mall 16 & 17 Mile berween § & 6 Mile |
during and after the procedure, | PORCELAIN VENEER CROWNS w (248) 349-4600 (810) 264-3400 (734) 525.0030
~ S * Clearance Center Bloomfield Hills
k ik asultat § | EPILGHT HAIR REMOVAL v UK . 9}.60;” Schsolm{;ﬂd, On "l‘”eslqmuph. 1 Mile North
or more information o1 2 <o on ca Good Price. Good Furniture. Good ldea. .96 Service Drive, between of Square Lake, next to
1-888-434-7636 or goto | NOSE RESHAPING Mersiman & Middiebelt Rd.  Vic's World Class Market
www.HenryFord.com | AND MUCH MORE (734) 525-3999 (248) 3333505 .

MEMORIAL DAY SALE |

SAVE 20-40% °,
OFF SOFAS & CHAIKS

SAVE 25-4096

" SAVE 30%
osp ALL ACCESSORIES:

: onnocxmzsaé W
SAVE 25-40%% - *
OFF TABLES & LAMPS

SAVE 3040% .
' OFF DINING ROOMS -

i SAVE25:35% .,
OFF SOFA SLEEPERS

One of our best sale events ever. We've slashed prices
on a superb collection of home furnishings by the best
in design and quality. Look for pieces by Barcolounger,

Norwalk, Lane, Lexington, Stanley, Leathercraft,
Hekman, Rowe.

Superb Savings

on everyching you need to make a house a home,
including incredible discounts on Dining and
Bedroom sets...and even Newron's Customn Sofas, Sofa
Sleepers and Chairs, Lamps and Accessories !

12 Months* ¥z,

Get what you want}
Choose [rom over 500 styles, 2000 fabrics & 200 leathers.

4 DAYS ONLY!

..and more.

Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or Newton Charge
*With spproved credit & minimum $1000 purchase.
Newton never sells at regular peices oe menufacturens reeed] price. TPrios sales cucluded.
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