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_Faced with a Bolomon-like .
declalon, Farmington Hills offi-
ciels voted Monday night to
grant the city’s last romaining
liqdor license to n Dearborn-
basad restaurant owner who

lana to movo into Halsted Vil-

; Asitonio’s Cucina Italiann waa
ons of two applicants for a Clasa
license, which allows consump~
tion of alcoholic bevernges on the
premises, The other, Houso of

India on Orchard Lako Road,
has been in business for six
ears.

Antonlo Rugiero, who will own

the 6,800-square-foot Italjan ~

restaurant with his wifo, Enrica,
told officials they’ve been in
business 36 years in Dearbord
and Denrborn Heights.

“Wo chose Farmington Hilla
because we have o lot of cus-
tomers who asked, ‘When are
you coming to Farmington
Hills?'" ho sanid. “Finally, we
decide to come, and we find
doors closed so far.”
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Rugloro Feforred to a recom-
mendation from Police Chiof Bill
Dwyer that Antonic's bo denled,
based on the department’s inves-
tigation, Assistant Chiof Chuck
Nebus said issuos of concern
included three liquor lienqlt;

M ‘] think the Rugleros have demonstrated a long
history of baing experlenced and responsible
restaurateurs. I'm very lpnp_reuod by thelir com- -

munity service.' ' ..

Jon Grant

already isaued for

—Hills councilman

N

the shopping plazn,
over who would bo managing the
restaurant and the number of
police contacts among the cou-
ple's children.

“The llquor code says the city
may look at the licensee, a8 well
ns'the people who may be ...
managing tho rostaurant,”
Nebus said, noting the chiof had
been told one of the couple’s sons
would be running the Hills
establishment.

However, the couple assured
officials they would be “hands-
on” operatora, Enrica Rugiero
snid they wanted to ensure the
restaurant got off to a good start,
as they had with their Dearborn
Heights location. That shop, she
added, would be operated by
their children. !

. Honds-on
The ownor of House of India,
Narayan Sharma, was clso

described ns o “hands-on® opera-
tor by his ropresentativo John
Karlen. Sharma owns no other
reataurants, and has had no vio-
lations or problems in his-six
years of oporation, Karlen snid.

d 0 potitl

they have contributed or shown
support. In the end, more council
membera were won over by thefr

Council gives last license to Dearborn eatery

Councilman Barry Brickner aaid.

Ellis* motion favoring the
House of India failed, with only
Brickner, Chris McRao and Ellis
supporting it.

/The fact the Rugicros had held
liconsca for so long convinced
councilwoman Vicki Barnett
they would be the botter candi-
date.

*I think a 30-year history
without any violations shows a
good track record of training
employces,” she said,

C il Jon Grant agreed.

B Y an

Support .
[o] il Jerry Ellis sup-

He alao pr
signed by customors who felt n
liquor license would complement
the menu. House of India would
not open a separate bar, but
would offer only table servico,

Karlon also mado the point
that os o small operator, Sharma
would not havs the resources to
purchase any of the half-dozen
cacrowed Hills liquor liconses
held by other business owners,

Customers from both businesa.

po;t«d isasuing the licenae to
House of India, in part, because
ho felt the Rugicros' success in
business gave them the
resources to purchase a license,
if they sc desired. He noted they
already held licenses in both
restaurants,

I think they deserve the same
oppertunity you have had grant-
ed to you in Dearborn and Dear-
barn Helghts,” Ellis told the cou-

L Bofsford

ca appeared on bohalf of the
applicants, and the Rugicros pro-
sented a long list of community

ple. *

o “ think if wu'rj-gnlng to give
away our baby — our last license
- we should give it to

“I think the Rugieros have
demonatrated a long history of
being experionced and responai-
ble restaursatours. I'm very
i by their ity

service.”

Because the approval required
at least five votes, Brickngr said
he'd chango his, sinco the provi-
ous vote had failed, McRao and
Ellis mnintained their opposi-
tion.

Escrow

Officials all expressed the wish
that they had more than one |
license to grant, and that may
happen in the spring of 2001,

enuses, -civic organizations and
charitablo institutions to which

who's been hore, six yoars,”

Our welcomes are personal, our smiles come from the heart.

HEALTH CARE CONTINUUM

Putting A Face On Health Care.
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- Some people siyl have one of the most difficult assignments of all at Botsford.
And that Is, putting you at ease the moment you step into the hospital. Obviously, you'd |
‘rather be someplace else...almost anyplace else. You may be l'ccllr(g vulnerable, sensitive
and uncertaln. So I make it my business to provide you comfort, understanding and -
encouraging words, and to help you féel settled as quickly as possible.

We are as attentive as can be, and respond to your needs as reassuringly as we know how.
At Botsford, we want your first impression to be a good one - and a lasting good one.
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