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Raiders challenge for boys, girls regional titles"

BY DAN O'MEARA
STAYY WRITER

"

B TRACK/FIELD

North Farmington made n
strong showing Saturday in the
boys and girls Division I region.
al track-nnd-field meota at West
Bleomfield,

‘The Raiders were third in the
boys competition, and the girla
tied with Birmingham Marian
for third place.

Conch Joff Simpson’s boys
team waa juat 12% points behind
first-place Birmingham Brother
Rico and one short of runner-up
Rochester.,

“Wo were trying to win it,”

Simpnron said. “The seniors

decided they wanted to go after

it at the same time try to get a8
many kids to stato aa we could,

. “It's the first time in a long
time we've had chance to win,
Conch (Rich) Burrell said the
best he recnlled North finished
second in 1979, so that’s proba-
bly the last time wo were that
close.”

- Since Rice nnd Rochestor
declined the invitation, the
Raiders will represent the region
Saturday in the Michigan Inter-
scholastic Track Coaches Associ-
otion’s team championship meet,
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North . Anthony Beal won the
400-moter dash as expected,
nccording to Simpaon, and will
be sooded No. 2 at the state
meet.

Jim Gabriel won the regional
in tho polo vault, Other state
qualifiers are the 3,200 and 800
relay teams, Charlie Stambou-
lian in the 1,600 run, Brian Hprr
in tho 800 and Chris Duncan in
the polo vault,

“(Everyone who competod)
stepped up nnd did n great job,”
Simpson snid. “Brian Horr and
Jimmy Lala got second and third
in the 800, and that waa huge.
We just had a lot of good perfor-
mances from a lot of kids.:

“The only event we were hop-
ing we would score and didn't
was the 1,600 relay, and we
missed by .3 from the auto time.”

Simpson thinks the Raiders
could sneak up on the competi-
tion in the 800 relny at the atate

mect.

“We're ranked 16th, but the
differonce betweon 16th and
sixth is less than a sccond, so
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anything could happen there,” he
said.

Falcons are sprint stars

Farmington High continucs to
shine in the sprint relays nnd
earned the opportunity to show
ita stuff June 3 at the Diviaion 1
state meot in Rockford.

After setting records in both
ot tho city meet May 8, tho four-
some of Mark Ostach, Jawoin
Spinks, Dustin Gresa and Tedd
Anthony won the 800 and 400
relays Saturday at the Wast
Bloomfield regional.

Anthony ran the anchor leg in
the 800 and saved the Falcons,
nccording to conch Chip Bridges.

A problem with the second
hando{f caused Farmington to be
in fifth place when Anthony got
the baton.

*“Ho ran the race of his career,”

Bridges said, ndding the problem.

with the earlier exchange kept
the Folcons from being in the
fast heat ot the stato moot.

“We'll just have to prove our-
sclves in the slower heat,

"I was plensed with the 400
effort. We ran o pretty clean race
there, and all four did a nice job,
Gress ran a really nice anchor
leg and held off some tough com-
petition.”

Farmington had two individu-
nl atate qualifiers. Ben Lukas
was runner-up in tho 110 hur-
dles, and Jeromy Mazes tied for
second place in the high jump,

“Wo were very happy about
Bon Lukas qualifying,” Bridgea
said. “Being a senior and three-
year captain, he's very deserving
of the state meet. That was great
to see, and it got the (regional)
meet off to a great atart,

*This ia tho finst year for Jere-
my Mazes doing the high jump,
and he has great potential in
that event. The state meet will
be & great experience for him. If
hol?nn a good day, he could do
well,”

North girls best since 83

The North Farmington girls
have two state gualifiers — Lau-
ren Turner and Kiersten Cum-
mings in the pole vault — but
they scored in nine regional
events and just missed qunlﬂyc
ing in o couple others,

“I thought we had a rully
good day,” coach Bill Pinnell
said, “The kids performed really
well. There were no major dlnp—
pointments during the day.”

Dayna Clemons, coming back
from a homstring injury, ran a
great hurdle race, ﬂni-hlng third
over 100 motors, and a strong
nsthur leg in the 800 relay, he

“The 400 relay was probably
the biggest surprise of the day,”
Pinnell said. “Wo were seeded
ninth and ended up third, They
dropped their time by a second
and & half,

“The 3,200 relay ran fantastic,
Heldi (Frank) ran a 2:28 aplit

with a stress fracture, She was

still able to help us get third in.
that relay, and she was fourth in -
both the 1,600 and 3200." -

North's team finish was its
best since 1893 whon it wea'n
regional co-champion with
Southfield. Its previous best
since then was fifth place, -

*Ovorall, we were very pleased
with the girls performances,”
Pinnell snid. *They performed to
their abilities pretty much.”

Falcons, Marlins qualify .

Farmington Hills Mercy had n
pair of regional champions in
Judy Telford (discus) and Kristy,
Ramsey (high jump).

Farmington's Kristel Su'u'.ker
ran her best times of the season’
and finished second in the 100
and 300 hurdles, and tenmmate
Kate Bouschet was runner-up ia
the long jump.

All four qualified for the :mu
mect June 3 in Rockford.
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We OEfer Tool Rental!

At many Home Depot
'laml. you can rent
professional tools and
3 equipment by the hour,
day, week or month.
From pressure washers

to paint aprayers, Too!
d Rentallats you tackle
blg lobl wilhout lpcndlnq blg bucks, Plus,
you can “try before you buy,” and have the
luxury of test driving that new power drill
or extension ladder before you purchase.
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