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Now in its 21at year, tha Ford
Detroit Intornational Jazz Festl-
val's not a kid

Jazzy festivals
B V98.7 Smooth JaFest - Friday.Sunday, Juno 2-4, on Tha Groen
in front of the Southfleld Civic Center (Evergreen at Clvic Center
Drive). Advance ticksts $15 for Friday evening, $20 at the gate,

Orgenizers of the annual
Labor Day weckend festival, for-
merly known as the Ford Mon.
treux Dotroit Jazz Featival,
promise to “light up Detroit for
four days” with powerful, electric
headliners like Nancy Wilson,
Abbey Lincoln and Dr. John,

*Every stage is hot,” gnid Ed
Lova, fostival senior program

consultant. “This festival is load- *

ed”

Others headlining the 126-nct,
five-stage festival include Poncho
Sanchez, Barry Harrison, Ter-
rence Blanchard, Rufus Harley,
Ona for All, Michael Wela, Jazz
Time Superband, Caribbean Jozz
Project, Uptown Vocal Jazz
Quartet and Brasil Brazil.

“Deeply roated in our vision at
Music Hall is the beliof that our
service to the community as pre-
sontera of the Ford Detroit Inter-
national Jazz Festival ie as
important as the fostival's
incredible artistry,” said Peg Tal-
let, Music Hall president.

More than 40 Michigan bands
will participate in the festival.
More than two dozen high school
and collega big bands will per-
form, including Farmington Har-
rison High School, Southfisld-
Lathrup High School, ond Henry
Ford Community College. Guest
artista will work with studenta
to help them improve their
skills.

day tickels $25 por day In advance, $30 at the gate.

Gates open 3 p.m. Friday wilh performancos beglnning at 3:30 p.m.
and continuing to 10:30 p.m, Saturday-Sunday gatas open at noon,
porformances start ot 12:30 p.m. snd continue to approximately
10 p.m. Performers Include George Benson, Dave Koz, Kimmie
Horne and Kelko Matsul, Call (248) 855-2400 for more Informatlon.
W Michigan Jazz Festival - Sunday, July 18, noon to 10:30 p.m. at
Schoolcraft College in Livonla (Haggerty between Six and Seven
Mifo). Event features 24 bands performing on four stages including
four big bands: Johnny Trudall, Brookside Jazz Ensemble, Ed Nuccll-
1i, and Larry Nozoro, Call (248) 474-2720 or (734) 4592454 (or
Information.

W Birmingham Jazzfest 2000 - Thursdoy-Saturday, July 20-22 in
Shaln Park and downtown Blrmingham restaurants, Opens 7:30-3
p.m. Thursday, July 20, in Shain Park with Alexander Zonjlc &
Friends. Lingc-up includes Chuck Manglone, Chatauqua Express,
Stralght Ahesd, and Kenny Garrett. Call (248) 644-5832 for more
Information. .

W Ford Detrolt Intomational Jozx Festlyat - Friday-Monday, Sept. 1-
4, Hart Plaza, on the river front, downtown Detralt. Call (313) 963-
7622 for more Information, or online www. musicsll. org beginning

in June.

This year's festival line-up and
poster were unveiled Wednesday,
May 17, at Music Hall Center for
the Performing Arts in Detroft.

“It'a a grent pleasure to sce
we've reached adulthood. 1 hope
we mnke it to middle age,” said
Robert McCabe who has been
invoived with the festival since
its beginning. “Then it was part
free and part paid, now it’s all
free,” said McCabe, thanking the
more than 40 other corporate
sponsors, including Plymouth-
based Absopure Water Co., Abso-
lut Vodka, Hammel Music, and
the Michigan Council for Arts

and Cultural Affairo,

The festival's new name “more
accurately represents the festi-
val, Detroit has taken ownership
of the festival,” said Elliott Hall,
vice president of Ford Motor Co.
dealership development, and
newly elected festival chairman,

“Wo have a rich history of pure
jazz in this city. It promises to be
exciting. We're pleased with the
evolution of the festival, and we
hope you'll be in town.” |

This year, for the first time,
local Nationnl Public Radio affil.
intes WEMU snd WDET will
broadcast the festival to NPR

Mahler’s masterpiece evokes deep passions

BY LANA MINI
STAFP WRITER
IMINIQOEHOMECONMNET

Gustav Mahler's wonderfully
complex symphony of rage, death
and acceptance ia a challenge
embraced by French horn player
David Everson.

“Mahler created very difficult,
but very good pieces for horns,
They're quite enjoyable to per-
form,” said Everson.

Everson, a Troy resident, will
play first horn this weekend for
the Detroit Symphony Orches-
tra's three performances of
Mahler's symphony, Ninth, con-
ducted by world renowned Music
Director Neeme Jiirvi at Orches-
tra Hall,

Jurvi is one of the world’s most
recorded conductors with nearly
350 titlea in his discography and
appears annually with the New
York Philharmonic and Philadel-
phin Orchestra.

Joining the DSO in 1999,
Everson was raised around the
sounds of music — his parents
were both music majors.

Growing up in Livonia, he
hoped to learn saxophone, but
his parents convinced him to try
the French horn — and he fell in
love with it. He played principnl
horn in the Flint Symphony,
assistant principal horn for the
“Toledo Symphony before becom-
ing principal horn with the
Kansaa City h

What: Music Director Neeme
Jarvi will conduct the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra in Gustav
Mahter's Ninth symphony.
Where: Orchestra Hall, Detroit
When: B p.m. Thursday & Frl-
day, May 25-26; 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, Moy 27
Tickets: $19-$50 with a limit-
ed number of box seats avail-
able from $62-$66, Stu-
dents/senlors can purchase
$15 or $10 RUSH tickets at
the box office 80 minutes.
before showtime. Call (313}
576-5111 or at www.detroit-
com

Missing the Michigan land-
scape and his family, Everson
looked to return to hia home
state. He ouditioned three times
before making it with the DSO.
In fact, he was once beaten out
by close friend Mark Abbott, the
DSQ’s current assistant princi-
pal hern,

The performance of Ninth will
be the DSO' first in nearly 20
years. Everson, however, took
part in the 99-minute symphony
in more recent years while work-
ing in Knnsas.

NOTE: Ford ConcertTalks —
informal discussions about
music and muslc-making —
begln ong hour prior to the per-
formance with host Charles
Greenwell

“But it docan’t get casier to
play,” he laughed.

Everson has been practicing
the Ninth for several months, He
ean be heard quite distinctively
during a solo passage and then

in a duet with a flutist during

Conductor:
Neeme
Jarviis
music
director of
fg’w De'froi t
ymphony
Orchestra.

the first movement.

“They're very nice rather
unusunl soles,” he said.

The entire aymphony itself,
however, could be called more
*ironic™ than nice.

Beautifully powerful, Ninth
was written in 1910 while
Mahler was not only mourning
the death of his four-year-old
daughter Maria, but also strug-

gling with his own deteriorating

health,

The Nintk is often character-
ized as & triumph of peace and
ncceptance of mortality, Mahler
takes the listener from a funeral
march in movement one to
despair and anger in two and
three and finally through a
serene hymn in four,

Superstition that no composer
after Beethoven would survive
past their own Symphony No. 9,
Mnbhler tried to beat destiny by
titling it, simply Ninth.

However, fate soon played its
role as Mahler died while ereat-
ing Symphony No. 10 less than
one ycar later.

Ninth was first performed in
1911, after Mahler's death.
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stations natlonwide. WWJ-Chan-
nel 82, will televiso a prime time
special foaturing Straight
Ahead, 8-11 p.m. Friday, Sept. 1.

Absopuro will sponsor the
radlo broadcasts, and, according
to Willlam Patrick Young, vice
prosident of advertising, is
“plensed to bring cold water and
cool jazz" to the festival. Absop-
ure has beon a sponsor for the
past eight years.

This year's poster deaign will
be featured on bottles of Absop-
ure to be sold at the festival,

Radtke, a multi-medin
designer at J. Walter Thompson,
designed this yeara colorful fea-
tival postor.

I wanted it to be clean looking
and chosa to feature a trumpet
player because it's just a little bit
different,” she said.

Choosing the design to be fea-
tured on bottles of cool Absopure,
featival T-shirts, and posters is o
“protty exclting exporicnee,” said
Danlel Cerullo of Livonin, a
asenior partner and creative
director at J. Walter Thompson.
The design process is like jozz he
said - "there's o lot of craziness,
improvisation and creativity.”

There were nearly 50 entries
this year, and Radtke’s design,
Cerullo said, “capturea the per-
sonality of the event, and the
excitement of jazz.”

The Montreux Jazz Festival,
acheduled Saturday, Aug. 6 ot
Pine Knob in Independence
Township, is being presented by
a nationa! touring company that
features Al Jarreau, Roberta

stival

reaches maturity
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Winnling poster deslgn: This year’s Ford Detroit Inter-
national Jazz Festival poster was designed by Rebecca
Radtke of Ferndale, a multi-media designer for J. Wal-
ter Thompson.

Flack and others.
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For more Information and officlal rules,
visit us at www.motorcitycasino.com or
call 1-877-777-0711,

1 you bes moee shes 3o can afford ta ke,
you've g & problem. Call 1:800.270.7117
for confidemial help.
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