AL(F)

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, MAY 28, 2000

Candidate says OCC board needs more cohesion

On June 12, Oakland voters
will elect two people from a field
of six to the Board of Trustees at
Ocklund Community College,
which has about 24,000 students
at five campusges, Thiz is the firat
in a series of bricf profiles on the

didy and their r i

potitions.
BY PAT MURPHY
STATY WRITIR
pmurphy@ce. homecomm.net

Faur years ngo, Bingham
Farms resident John A. Wangler
came within 130 votes of win-
ning a spot on tho Oakland Com.
mudity College Board of
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In a hotly contested raco for
two scata on the board, Wangler
was initially declared a winner,
Aftor n counting orror was
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detectod, he was Informed he
hag lost.

The experionco didn't leave
‘Wangler bittor. It lef him deter.
mined. “Thie time I'm botter
organized,” he anid Inst week as
he talked nbout belng one of six
candidates vying for two scats on
the board of trustecs.

Wangler, 72, sald his expori-
ence aa an oducator — coupled
with extensive community
{nvolvement — give him a
unique perspective to bring to
the board. He taught psychology
end philosophy at OCC for 24
yonrs before votiring in 1892,
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Prior to that ho was an assoclate
denn at the University of Detroit
and a teacher and director of
adult education in the Borkloy
School District.

Ho's on tho board of directors
ot the Fox Manor Nursing Con-
ter and he's activo at Shrine
High Schoo! in Royal Oak whero
ho's on the board of education
and a member of tho Dad’s Club.

While at OCC, Wangler was
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also active in OCCFA (Oakland
Community Colloge Faculty
Associntion) and holped draft the
firat Foculty Mastor Agreement
in 1968,

‘Wangler atill teaches psycholo-
gy on a part-time baais, Hia wife
Thereas, a nurso, toaches medi-
cal classes a8 well as paychology.

Wangler aaid his direct and
indirect involvoment at OCC
helps him underatand day-to-day
oparatfons at the colloge. It has
also convinced him chango is
needed on tho board,

The current board lncks cohe-
ston, Wangler insisted, and there
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ia a morals problem within the
ranka of some managers and
administrators. Morale is impor.
tant, he snid, becauso peoplo por-
form batter when they feol like
thoy are part of the team.

Asked to elaborate, Wanglor
doclined. “I'm running a positive
campaign,” ho sald, *but therc’s
definitely a need for chango.”

For onc thing, Wanglor aaid
he'd liko nssurances that taxpay-
ers aro gotting the mest for tax
dollara and that studonts ere
getting tho moat for their tuition,
“I'm prepared to eampaign on
behalf of the millnge renewal,”
he said, roferring to the clection
in June, 2001, when votera will
be asked to renew the millage
that provides,18 percent of the
OCC operating budget, $116 mil-
lion.

“But before I ask voters to
approve it,” Wangler continued,
*I want to make sure we'ro got-
ting the most out of what we
have.”

Wangler anid he's fascinated
with continuing development in
education, auch as tho growing
trend toward so-called “distance
learning,” the name given to
courscs taught or augmented
with telovision, the Intornot or
other technological advances.

*Diatance loarning provides
great opportunities,” Wangler
sald. “But it's not for everybedy,
It's no panacea.”

Wangler is not particularly
disturbed by the drop in enroll.
ment at OCC, Sinco the fall of
1891, when nearly 30,000 stu-
denta attended one or more of
the five campuses, enrollment
has falien to nbout 24,000.

“We've experienced prosperoua
times,” he said, “and history
shows that fewer people enroll in
classes when times are good.”

Wangler aaid his mnjor con-.
cern {8 delivering the best posai-
ble education. Enrollment will
take care of itself, he said.

The Wanglors have three
grown children — John, Marian
and Dan — and eight (soon to be
10} grandchildren,

Other candidates are incum-
bents Carol L. Crew and Pamala
Davis, and challengers Richard
J. Akehurst, Athenn Dumas-
Lawrence nnd Marjorie Nnninn
Mugerian:

0CC BRIEFS

The Oakland Community Col-
lege Board of Trustees concluded
the long process of vvaluating
Chancellor Richard Thompson
recontly in a closed sesaion.
Thompson had requested the
meoting be held behind closcd
doors, as ho is allowed to do
under the Open Mectings Act.

At tho conclusion of the scs-
sion, trustees returned to open
acsajon and announced the
reaults of tho ovaluation, rank-
ing Thompson's performance as
avorage to above avoerage. The
board then unanimously voted to
give the chancellor a 3.5 percent
pay incrense.

‘The vote concludes a long pro-
cesa of revising the chancellor's
oveluation process, A sub
mittea, hoaded by Trustce
Judith Wisor, has been rowork-
ing the evaluation process since
last yoar, when tho board split
on votes to extend the chancel-
lor's contract and incrense his
ealary. Trustees Jan Simmons
and Anne Scott had opposed the
oarlior pay incronse, Simmons
also opposcd tho contract extens

sion,
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Collego obj
April 17 to plana by the Michi.
gan Community College Associn-
tion to hike memberahip ducs
3.4 percent.

Noting the state has put a
requiremont on the colleges to
keop tuition rates within the
rato of inflation, 2.2 percent, Rit-
ter pointed out that the jump in
membership dues for the MCCA
excooda that amount,

Truatee Anne Scott, who rep-
resonts OCC to tha MCCA,
dofended the incrense, noting
that the association's overall
budget is up juat one percent
over tho previous year. .

But OCC trustoes decided to
sond o mosaage to the associa-
tion, vating 6.2 to instruct Scott
to voto ngainst the MCCA's com-
ing year budget at it noxt meot.

ng.

OCC belongs to tho nasacin-
tion, along with all ather com.
munity collegen'in Michigan, for
aupport and lobbying services.
Becnuso dues are based partly
on enrollment, OCC is the
laumlt duea payer in tho nssocl-
ation,



