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Streak
ends with
robbery

BY JoNt HUBRED
BTAYY WRITER
Jhul net
A record five-month streak without
a singlo armed robbery in Farming-
* ton Hilly ended Wedneaday night, at
McDonald'’s on Grand River and Mid-
dlebelt,

Police Chief Bill Dwyer said two
black males wearing masks ran into
the restaurant at 11:05 p.m., bran-
dishing shotguns, They forced three
employees to the floor,

One was kickod several times,
while the manager was forced to sur-
render money from the registers and
the safe, Dwyer said, The victim
refused medical treatment,

As officors arrived, witnesses saw
the suspects running into a wooded

Ploaso sco ROBGERY, A5
DEAR READERS:

On Thursday, June 1, a new At
Home section will debut in your
Farmington Observer. The new
section is a broadsheet like the
othor sactions in your Home-
Town Observer, Thia meana
more local naws about garden.
ing, home dec:lratlnz. home

Many features that our renders

. look forward to each week auch

as “Tho Applinnce Doctor” and
“Markstplace” continus,

At Home in deaigned for people

who enjoy and care for their

home, who like to entertain

ing, homo cloctronics, . phomgm-
phy and decoranting, The mission
of At Home ~ with ita benuﬁrul
color' cover photographs and
inviting design - is to help our
readers enjoy tho good llra in
their hometown.

Look for the rudcalgned At
Home in the y, June 1,

. isaue of your hometown Observer

and let me know what you think,
I welcome your comments and
your suggestions.

I can be reached at (734) 953-
2100 or by e-mail at srosiek@oe.
homecomm.nst,

Sincerely,
Susan Rosiek
Publisher

“We're very pleased with
the results from our
Observer & Eccentric ad.
We tried advertising with
two other publications and
we weren't happy. We're
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Students can expect longer hours

B To meet state requirements, Farmin,
officials recently announced they will

n Public 8chools
crease instruc.

tional hours in the next academic year by 51 hours, The

hours must be added to continue to qu

without penalty.

BY T4 Bu1mH
BTAYY WRITIR
tamith@ochomecomm.net

In the fall, Nancy Gaughan's chil-
dren will go to school n fow minutes
sooner and end their classes stightly

for state aid

later than in 1989-2000,

And while the longer educational day
for students in Farmington Public
Schools might not be all that over-
whelming, when taken at faco value
parents acrose the district such as

Guugh:r‘; know the issue fan't all that ~WTee Thu 2’6 PapoT tor

cut and dry. -
“Eight minutos in the xnornink nnd bullding-by-buliding school hW
eight minutos in the _comparisons

seem like much to me,” Gauchun uld.
“But I can see both aides of the coln*
Farmington schools recently
announced that the district will
increass total instrictional time by 51
houu, to moet etato mqulmmenu. Tha

oA
Dapnrtmant of Education Revised
!

8chool Codo, must be implemsnted in
urdnfl to qualify for state aid without-a

pel g .
Statewids, the minimum number of
instruction hours will increase next

—TTsas0 5eo WOWRE, A8
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Deep: Tke pennies (above) cover a
table several inches deep. At r;ght

count the appr
62,000 pennies.,

BT Gurra i
STAFY WRITER
tamithQoshomecomm.net .
To most people, 58,000 is just a
number. But Farmington High School
students are looking at that number
in a much different way now than
they might have before starting a his-
tory clasa unit about the Victnam

ar in March,
smdentn in three U.S, history
classes taught by Kim Smith discov-
cred that about 58,000 American men

and women died during the Viofnam
conflict. Ono of those was 1967 Farm-
ington High School graduate Roy
Kenneth “Kenny" Willioms Jr., who
died when the helicopter he was
piloting was shot down in June 1969,
‘The memory of Kenny and other area
Vietnam veterans will be honored
during a brief ceremony following
Monday’s annual Memorial Day
Parade in Farmington. During the
parade, which starts at 10 a.m., - the

of the Komn War.

0, to get a better nndurntnndinu
about juat how large a number 58,000
is, tho FHS students sct out to coltect
one penny for each casualty.

They went out to 17 Farmington
businesses and placed buckets and
jars, asking for customers to drop in
their penmu. The plea, led by sopho-
mores Kate Willinms (no relation to
Kenny Williams) and Elizabeth Nel.
lumn. worked beyond expectationa.

3 one large

covemd with n h!nnh:t of shiny

And to cnp ofl a very luaéonful
pro]ect - in which the nctuil penny
count reached approximately 62,000
~ students and Smith pruenlcd a
check to Mike Harris, of the Para-
lyzed Veterans of America-Michigan
Chapter.

Making it seem real

“I've never seen this before,” said

spotlight will be on ths 50th

table in the mediated classroom was

Please see PENNIES, AS

its wayTame.

Finding its way

BTAFY PROTO NT
Loat: This opossum was photographed by the Village
at Grand River and Farmington roads last week.
safety officers were called to help the little guy or gal find

Mall
ublic

mlon govorning their behavi
nxnlnd achool officinls.

Pedophile investigation
becomes a daunting task

BY JON1 HUBRED
STAYF WRITER
Jhubred@oe.homecomm.net

Detective Roso Mackie rifled through
a box of videotapes perched near her
desk in the Formington Hilla Police
Department.

‘They represent only part of the wl-
dence against Jim Thompaon, who was
scntenced last month to a year ln -the
Oakland County Jail and is now '} mx—
istered sex offender, after pleadi
contest” to charges that he fond!: twv
brothers in Farmington Hills. Mpckie
has alrendy séeen more than 200 of the
700 tapes police seized when they.rald.
ed Thompson's Southfield home. +

“Somcbody’s gotta do it,” she said
wearily as she bit the stop button-on
yet another professional qultllng
match,

From the time she got the me -on
Valentine's Day - until mid-April,
Mackie has poured hundreds of hours
into an investigation of 8 man who
admits he's been obsessed for the past
36 years with young boys. Mackie said

Thompson, formerly a sports statisti-
clan and wreatling columnist for The
Detroit News, is a “preferential
pedophile,” choosing his victims from a
type and age range of hia liking.

Thompson’s attorney, Thomas War.
shaw, has repeatedly refused to talk to
the press about his client or the inves-
tigation.

Investigation

Bnud on the evidence nnd hh own
Th d his

attention on young “men between the
uges of 13 and 21, paying them to do
everything from posing for photos to
covering him with syrup and corn-
flakes,

Along with the videoa, Mackic and
other detectives have had to sift
through more than 10,000 cassette
tapes, over a thousand names on a

ata base, t ds of pho-

wgmplu and reams of written records
Jously kept in Th 's apart-
ment, which nuthnrmu have deacribed

——m

10 students suspended for misbehaving on trip

M ‘What we expect at school Is what we expect of stu-
dents if they go to oroenﬂ/eld Village, Toronto or just ,-

BY Tid S8MmH
BTAY? WRITER
taml

thOce.honecommnet

* Whather Farmington school district
students are participating on a field

p in Canton or Cnllfnmln, the some

ecross the street.’

——Dunchrggey

apply,
A group of eighth graders from O.E,

Dun:kal Middle School prompted thnt.

auspensions for violating the district
student code of conduct, They ennuged
pecified unruly beh ona

§ with 10 recel

fo

bus, while on their recent; f eld trip to
Tomnw, Ontario,
Dunckel Principal Pam O'Mnliey and

James Myers, the district’s executive

director for K-12 achool and atudent
services, emphaaized that the same
rules that apply to student behavior in
school buildings also extend to school
sponsored ficld trips, .
"What we expect st school ia what we
expect of students if they go to Green.
field Village, Toronto or just across the
street,” O'Malley said Wednesday.
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