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Gala signals
final curtain,
ensures new act

in it — the final curtain for the
Farmington Players Barn and its
membors couldn’t ba happier.
This summer tha old structure will be
torn down to make way for a new the-
ater. But first, the Players will hold
ono Jaat performance of Kiss Me, Kate
during a June 3 gala to raise money
to pay for tho new thenter. As the
actors take their final bows, a fow
teara are sure to ba shed, But the
show must go.

*“The Players are known for their
food and parties,” said Cynthin Tup-
per. preaident of the Farmington Play-
ers. “No one's going to walk away hun-
gry. We're going to have food from
Marco's in Farmington, Tom's Oyater
Bar in Southfiold and 15 athor restau-
ranta, There'll also be a silent auction
of jewelry, golf packnges and barn
memorabilia plus a live auction.”

The Players hope to match the
$30,00 their first event raised two
years ngo. In addition to that gala,
which was coordinated with a perfor-
Emnc? of

Docoratlve tile; Sara Frank
of West Bloomfield created
this six-inch stoneware,
“Piano.”
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Road, west of $1.5 million,

will be locatad on the old barn site on
12 Mile Road west of Orchard Lake
Road in Farmington Hilla. It is sched-
uled to be completed in time for the
opening of the 2001-2002 season.

“It's still going to look like a barn,”
said Tupper, “We wanted to keep that
image. It's our history. That's who we
are, The new barn ia going to ensure
the future of the Players. We've been
around nearly 60 years. With a new
theater — we could do so much more
with daﬂdnn'l theator and youth pro-

This is the second time around for
Phil Hadloy, A momber of the Players
since 1978, he remembers when the
idea for a now performing arts space
was proposcd 15 years ago., At that
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lidded vessels created with the colors of carth- will
be on display at the sixth annual Royal Oak Clay
. & Glnss Show Saturday-Suaday, Juno 10-11, |
Bl Eliasson is ono of 1560 artists exhibiting in the |
M show sponsored by the Downtown Rayal Onk Asso-
ciation of merchants. .
“There'a o little bit of mystery when you put a lid
on a vessel,” said Elinssen, who also exhibits at Art |
in the Park in Plymouth July 14-16 and Art on the
Green in Franklin Sopt. 4. “If I use bold color, T just
lot it peck out a little.”

Spellbound

Eliassen never forgat the first time ahe saw glass
being blown, It was 20 years ago at Greenfield Vil-
lage when she was 11. Little did she know then
that in 1998-99 she would work there ns an assis-
tant to n glass blower making 18th ceatury repro- .
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Jasa ia still new to Deb Eliassen. But in the
short time since tho Farmington Hills artiat
began working with the material, she's dovel-
sipod a lovo for its ability to reach out and grab the

ewer. *

For Elinssen there’s no greatsr satiafaction than
having someono admire her blown glass and want
to cup it in thelr hands, She knows exactly how
they feol.

Tho minute Elinasen walked into a claas at inter-
nationally-known glass artist Albert Young’s Michi- . c .
fhm Hot Glass Wnrhh%p:zkl{z yea‘;u 0go, sho knu:]w . :

ere was no turning back from the magie of this PDOTO 3T LESUT SrraRLLIR
darzling beauty. A novice at creating art, Elinssen o i i
had besn an equity analyst working in the field of Hot glass: Deb Eliassen, a Farmingion

time, the Players camo to the conclu- finance until aho took that first glass clasa through  Hill8 artist, created this glass vessel in  ductions. . ,
aion that a'now facility waa the only the Birmingham Bloomfleld Art Center. earth tonea. m;?u:; enthralled by it, mesmerized,” aaid |

solution to their tight quarters, both *“When I turned 80, 1 flipped out bocauss I want-

Anne Kuffler thinks most people have a similar

%
|
!

on and off stage, The comfort of
patrons was also a concorn. The pre.
sont heating/cooling system left the
audlence freesing in winter and
sweating - through the warmer

ed to creato samething,” said Eliassen. “As soon aa I
stopped into the studio, I knew thia was it. It's
2,200°F whon it comes out of the furnace and is
glowing orange. I find it £o interesting that you can
take this molten blob and turn it into >

the Michigan Hot Glass Workshop, formerly located
in Pontinc. She's in the procesa of opening Deb
Eliassen Glasaworks, a studio and gallery, along-
sida Young’s Workshop in tio Russell Industrial
Center in Detroit, There she'll continue to blow

reaction to not only glasa but clay aa well. Kuffler in
chairwoman of the Royal Oak Clay & Glass Show
and owner of the Arinnna Gallery in Royal Oak.
This is the firat year tha show will be juried. Judgea
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g
months, Eliassen continuer to apprentico with Young at
*The project’s boen fascinating,” .
said Hadley, manager of the now
barn. *We'd talkod about improving
the facility for years but realized the
roof doesn't allow us to edd on. With
the new theater we'll be abla to
expand seating from 170 to 240 with
reconditioned seats from the Ameri.

glass into varfous forms, Her latest worka — amall,

Singers take on oeboding ‘Peter Grimes’

cana West Theator in Woeat Bloom- BY ALICE REXIN ) Rackham Choir
field, The stage will be about 15 per- BTAFF WRITER s Ml Thi v | and several
" cont largor allowing room for floxible arhein®oehomecomm.nel What: Michigan Opera Theatre pre- h s
taging and enough spaco offstage for ‘ B sants Petar Grimes, on opard sung 3“  from ll s
:cmn waiting m%oml; on. And ﬁ“ will Peter Grimes, Ronjamin Britten's 20th-contury , | In English by Eenjag\lr!, B!)lt;e;o 2 n::u from Paler-
ba entirely barrier freo which makes oporn, has !l the ingredients that make a great opera. | Whea: 8p.m, June 3, 7, 4 “The har-

pm. Juno 4 & 11

Whare: Detrolt Opera House, 1526
Broadway, Detrolt

Tickets: $18-$98, Cal! (313) 237+
7464 or (248) 8456666

The recipe includes a deeply tragic story, o remark-
able mualical score, love, doath, sexual insinuations,
more death and paychological turmeil.

Yat fow opera devotees would count the English
opera, which opens at the Detroit Opera House on Sat-

it flexible for anyone to uso.”
Flexibility {s what the now thoater
is all about. Hadley, Tuppor and the
rest of tha Players Tlnn to make the
new theater available to the commu-
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