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s, Torre net there, The lobby will be
a nlco big opon space

will be a nica big open epaco for
displays by artists. It's a perfoct  for dispiays by artists.’
, -Phil Hadley

Farmington Players member

allow us to decorato and
tho artists to cxhibit.”

By the way, the 2000-2001
scason will open in Soptambor
with Nell Simon’s Fools nt
Barnos & Nobles on Orchard
Lako Road botwoen 14 and 18

Milo roada in Weat Bloomfiold. #fory? Call arts reporter Linda

The entire season in schadulod to  Ann Chomin at (734) 853-2145
take placo thero. . or send e-mail to Ichomin@ oe.
Have an ing idea for a net-
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university musicat

fchoral union:

Ten Peiformances in Hill Auditorium

Horb Babeock and Susan Boiner
will award o $1,500 Boat of Show
and saveral $750 Honorable
Mentions.

Entertainment

But it's not all glass and clay,
Tho main stage on Washington
at Lincoln will feature severnl of
the arons hotteat musicians
including Stewart Franke on
Saturday night and Sinatra-
sound-alike Mark Randisi Sun.
day afternoon, And don't forgot
to bring the kids. On the Fifth
Avonue walkway, childron will
bo able to make projects with the
holp of Arts & Scraps, Great
Lakes Boadworkera Guild and
the Scarab Club, A silent auction
of items donated by artists and
locnl businessss will benefit
Gilda's Club. .

“It'a a uniquo event - the only
clay and glass fest in the U.8.*
said Kuflter, *Therc's 0 many
othor art faira that have mixcd
medin. Wo try to approach it dif-
ferontly, It's a great opportunity
for collectors to find a great vari-

oty from porcelain aond
! to fused, 11 ked
and blown glass.”

One element ull of the artista
have in common is their need to
grow and experiment within
their particular mediums. Kathy
Sandberg began working in clay
29 years ago and hasn't stopped
trying new techniques, glazes
and formsa ever sinco. From her
Plymouth studio, she literally

crontos somothing for overyone.
Now in her fourth year in Royal
Oak, Sandberg will bring now
figurative work to the show
along with the tried and true
vases, Japancse flower arrang-
ing pots known as lkebana, and

abstract alabs that doublo as ~

docorative art and sarving
pieces. Sandberg works primari-
ly in white and croam with a
hint of color. Hor opaloscent
glazes are almost like a

chamoleon in that thoy pick up

the color of nearby chiecta,

“Therc's a wide varfoty in
Royal. Ock,” snid Sandborg.
*Everything imaginable done {s
clay is there. I'm changing dirce-
tion from vessels to wall art, I'm
.always trying something now.
Clay responds to your hands and
emotiona. Glass is related to
clay. That's what glaze is. It's
really mado of tha same compo-
nents as glass. That's why 1
enjoy showing with glasa artista,
Wo work with similar matori-
ala.” .

In addition to experionce,
Sandberg’s studies refleet in her
work. Over the years, she's
learned from the beat i

ond Mary Park exposed Sand-
borg to the Korcan whoel thrown
process. A founding membor of
Villago Pottors Guild in Ply-
mouth, Sandberg currantly
toaches wheol thrown and hand-
bullding techniquea there,

*I enjoy selling my work at
shows like Royal Oak,” snid
Sandberg, who'll also exhibit at
Art in the Park in Plymouth,
“The majority buy for tham-
selves, capacially tho largoer
pioces, They'ro looking for some-
thing differont, original and
handcra! that has a pieco of
tho artist in it.”

Tile work
The Royal Oak Clay Invita-
tionnl, os it was originnlly
known, was ono of tho first art
shows Sara Frank exhibited in,
Since then, tho West Bloomficld
tilo artist and owner of Igunna-
.worka studio, regularly showa
her ceramic tiles and tables, mir-
rors and boxes accented with tile
designs, In addition te Royal
Onk, sho'll bring tiles ranging in
themos from nature to women,
Judaica, dogs and cats, mytho-
logical (di i }, nura-

in the area including John Mur-
phy, a Redford potter and
instructor at Schoolcraft College
in Livonin. Sho's also takon
classes and seminars at Pewabic
Pottery in Detroit and with John
Glick at Plum Treo Pottery in
Farmington, In 1889, a weck-
long class with Dr. Arthur Park

@peﬁ'a ﬁ'om page C1

ery thymes, and music to Art on
tho Avenue June 3-4 in Dear-
born and the Wyandotto Art Fair
July 12-15, Frank’s love of music
atems from all the yoars she's
played flate, including her atu-
dent dnys at the University of
Michigan School of Music in Ann
Arbor.

Durable beauty: Flowers,
tike the one found on this
tiled tabletop, is a favorite
subject of Sara Frank.

“I ronlly onjoy Royal Oak,”
said Frank, *When it began it
was only clay. All of the varicty
within the same medium makes
it interesting and glasa and clay
ara relnted.”

Frank, who began working in
clay.in 1992, took claascs at
Powabic Pottery in wheel throw-
ing, glaze formulation and tile
making. She initially studied
pottery at the Birmingham
Bloomfield Art Center. Her spe-
cinl commissions include the ere-
ation of an Isage Storn Tributo
Tilo for the University Musical
Society in Ann Arbor in early
May, and o recently-installed
Mother Goose mural for the chil-
dren’s area of the West Bloom.
field Library.

been living with tho Grimes CD
in his car for months now,

“The score i3 80 bizarre,” he *

said. “One part of the chorus
sings in ono key, while another
part singa in » completely diffor-
ent one. Then tho principals
sing something altogether differ-
ent. The nice part is when we
put it all together.”

While the Michigan Opera
Theatra's last production, Tosca,
had only one sceno that utilized
a full chorus, in Grimes, the cho-

rus performs the function of o
main choracter.

“It is the principal role other
than Peter Grimes,” said
Suzanne Acton, tho MOT’s cho-
rus master,

*1 would say it is the most difs
ficult English opera, and the cho-
rus is most important for its suc-
cess. Thero is 8o much for them
to do, so many lines for them to
memorize.”

Which explains why Grimes,
which made its world premicre
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in 1945 in London, is not widely
performad.

The MOT chorus, which has
been under Acton’s direction for
nearly 20 years, is ready for the
challenge.

Rumors abound

The modern opera, bascd on
George Crabbe’s poem The Bor-
ough, tells of a coaatnl fishor-
man driven to madness by the
suspicious and hypocritical vil-
lagers, X

‘The chorus servea the role of
the noay neighboer who lives to
gosaip and judge. Only rarely
does it look inward.

Grimes (played on alternate
dates by Mark Baker and John
MacMaster) is conaidered tho
anti-hero, ho is neither noble nor
nefarious, yet he is driven to his
end by a tragic man-hunt,

“The paychological things is
this score are unbelicvable,” said
Acton.

Certainly the church scene
where Ellen (Grimes' love inter-
cat played by Sheri Greenawald)
discovern that ho haa abused hia
apprentice is riveting.

*He sings to Ellen of how he's
worked 8o hard to get respect.
‘Believe in me,' he aings while

the chorus is singing ‘Believe in
God,' There is a clash of the spir-
itunl and secular,” said Acton,

English lyrics

That happens quite often dur-
ing the opera, where there is a
: DROTL h

and, though they may sing the
samo pasange, the words have
two different meanings.

Though the opera is aung in
English, aurtitles are still pre-
aent sinco, quito oRen, the cho-
rus and eoloists are not singing
in unison,

The last English opera the
MOT performed wans Porgy &
Bess in 1998,

Each of the opera's six scenes
nre introduced by orchestral
picces, which serve as character-
al tone poems.

Dark and stormy, these devel
op the turmoil in Grimes’ charac-
ter. And (or the chorus, these
interludes provide the only
reapite from performance.

“Tosca hed only minor things
for the chorus,” said Smith., “This
isn't like Tosca, where we played
cuchre backstage during the
show. Either the chorus is on-
stago or backstage singing.”
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* 30 Welrd Al Yankovic

Jury

1 torling HMeBride }7’
2 Get Backl The Cast of ‘l’s‘eanemanla TR
3 Todd Rundgren v i aises

12 Haurice Seadak’s Litlie BEAF ot mrer
t Tom CITERSTINSRONIITIY f‘(

13 Natatie Hetchant
o W

MI87°Gtease” reatwias iy wanams a cadie riciaa +
219 “Commine’ rom Laverse ¢ samiey

lﬂ‘s(ﬂolaslll” The Maglc School Bus...Livel
[T

PO WALy

wkmae
2180v1 ¢ lam & Tom

*auGust T
10 John Besry/Suzy Bogguss/Blily Dean
18 Rick Springfield
B Peter, Paul & Mary 10n aswenary

[ S ens ]

SEPTEMBER

1 Lonestar woaxst naty




