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OCC incumbent says she
will rely on her record |

: :I)In ,Junt 12, Oalkland voters
‘will elect two people from a fleld
of aix to the board of frulftfl of
‘Qahklond Community College,
-whick has about 24,000 students
‘on five campuses. This is nne of
.0 series of profilex on the candi-
dates.

BY PAT MURPHY
STATY WRITER
' pmurphy@oe.bomecomm.uet

. Tho lnst aix yoars — when
Carol L. Crew waa o member of
the bonrd of trusteca — have
been eventful for Onkland Com.
munity College,

During that time OCC lobbied
voters to got & crucial tax
i?“"f-’ npprovo'd. c‘hanged

8 agree-
ments with contentious labor
organization and continued to
develop programa to benefit stu-

ents.

As a trustec, Crew believes she
and her colleaguea on the bourd
did a good job during that crucinl
period. So good, sho is asking
voters to re-clect her on the basis
of hor performance, includi

Incumbent Carol L. Crow

ogy program provides students
with a viablo career option.
“That's just one of the pro-
grams we've developed,” said
Crew, *We have so many pro-
grams, OCC is important to the
busi ity because wa

her tenure as an officer of the
. board. Crew was secretary of
the board from 1985 until 1998,
when she was clected chair,
Crow points to the partner-
ships she and her colleagues
developed between OCC and
businesses, local school districts
and neighboring colleges and
universi as cvidence the col-
loge is developing the programs
needed in the community. As the
policy sctting ngency of the col-
lege, tho board plays an impor-
tant role in establishing and
oversceing those programs.
. Earlier this month, for exam-
plé, the board approved an
arrangement under which stu-
dents will get practicsl experi-
ente at William Beoumont Hos-
+ pital as part of a new surgical
technology program, Upon com-
pletion, the two-year program
enables students te work in
operating rooms nssisting sur-
geons and performing other
important tasks.
Crow §s currently director of
nursing services at the Huron
Valley Center in Ypsilanti, and
she believes the surgical technol-

provide workers with the train-
ing necded for erucial jobs,

“OCC does so much for the
community,” she said, “As a
resource, the school is a treasur-
er. And I feol goed about my
involvement.”

The board, or individusl
trustees, has on occasion come
under fire from critice who
claims it lncks cohesion or is
somehow divided. Crew believes
such criticiam is unfounded, or
posaibly the allegations of candi-
dates looking for campaign
{asucs,

“We have some strong individ-
unls on the bonrd,” she said.
Thoy're people who ask ques-
tiona and are committed to OCC
and it mission, “But we put dif
ferences aside when it comes to
the good of OCC,” she said.
*We're very unified when it
counts,”

‘The bongd is unified, for exam-
ple, on the necd to convince vot-
ers next year to rencw the prop.
erty tax that provides more than
18 percent of the OCC operating
budget. “We alroady have a com-
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mittee in place to make our case
to voters,” she said,

Distance learning — or using
toloviasion or the Intornet to
teach classcs — has Interesting
possibilities, according to Crow.
It’s a good way to convenicntly
serva students, she snid, “but we
muat never lose the personal
touch botween faculty and stu-
dent.” 4

The recent drop in enrollment
(down from a peak of about
80,000 in 1991) does not indicato
a wonkness or structural prob-
lem at OCC, Crow insists, “but
rather a reflection of the econo-
my.

“Peoplo are too buay (working
good jobe) to nttend classes,” she

. said.

Crow, a 1965 graduate of Cass
Tech in Detroit, livea in Water-
ford Township, She has a bache-
lor's degree in nursing from
what is now the University of
Dotroit-Mercy and a master’s
degree in nuraing (with a focus
on paychiatric mental health)
from Wayne State University.

Other candidates for the OCC
board are Richard J. Akehurst,
Pamala Davis, Athena Dumas-
Lawrence, Marjorie Nanian
Mugerian and John A. Wangler.
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Livonia’s 50th celebration was a success because of the
many contributors and volunteers who serve our residents
proudly with enthusiasm and energy.

A SPECIAL THANKYOU TO:

American Community
Mutual Insurance Co.

Bank One

Baskin Robbins

Bill Knapps

Maureen Miller Brosnan

Butterdrop Popcorn Co.

City of Livonia

Comerica

Pizza Hut

Pugh Shows

Roush Industries

St. Mary Hospital

State Rep. Laura Toy
T.C.B.Y.

The Country Cupboard
Time Warner Cable
Toys R Us

Mayor Kirksey

Joe Laura

Laurel Park Place

Library Commission

Livonia Anniversary Committee
Livonia Cable Commission
Livonia Chrysler/Jeep

Livonia Family Y

Livonia Jaycees

Commission on Aging
Cettage Inn

Daly Restaurant
Dave's Deli

Detroit Edison

Brian Duggan

Chris Edmonds/WNIC
jack Engebretson

Ford Motor Company
G.M Power Train
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Kentucky Fried Chicken
Kickers

Livonia Kiwanis
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- John R. Pastor

UNIKO Inc.

Valentino’s Pizza
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Wayne County Comm.
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