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.On June 12, Oakland County
voters will elcet two people from
a:field of aix to the Board of

stees of Oakland Community
College, which has about 24,000
sludents on five campuses. This
14 one of-a series of brief profiles
ol the candidates,

BY PAT MURPHY
HTATY WRITXR 5
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*His first cncounter with Onk-
lnnd Community Collego was as
a'atudent in 1865. Richard J.

-] ELECTION

OCC board of trusteea. “I want
OCC to continue 2a a low-cost
alternative to a four-year institu-
tion.®

Being a student at OCC has
given him n different take on the
school, Akehurst said.’So hoa
having a wife who ia bath o clas-
sified employee at the Royal Oak
campus and a part-timo faculty
mumhcr Hls wife Janet is an
to the

Akchurat had recently grad
ed from Kimball High School in
Royel Oak, and he was one of
tho original 4,000 studenta when
OCC opened its doors.

i8ince then, Akehurst has
carnod two nasociate degroes
from OCC, one in general stud-
ies and anothor ln business
adminiatration. Some of the
coursca ho took in computer
alded designed helped Akchurat
learn to design automotive dies,
which he currently does at CKC
Engineering in Southfield .

*1 know how important OCC is
to people who want to get an
education,” Akchurst aaid when
asked why ho wanta to be on the

academic dean of the Royal Oak
campus. She also teaches Ameri-
can history.

That perspective — coupled
with his business and manage-
ment background — should per-
sundo votors he has the qualifi-
cations to be an excellent
trusteo, Akohurst said, “I've
beon an assistant plant engineer
{at Whitchead & Kales until the
River Rouge company was sold
and liquidnted), and I've super-
vised union and nonunion work-
ers.”

That background is particular-
ly helpful, Akehurst said, in
light of the sometimes con-

Challenger says board tends to
rubber stamp’ recommendations

wntlouu labor negntinhnm occ
with tho six bargal

ing units that represent 749

omployses. ’l‘hn achnok has 45

thoy should be concerned about
OCC,” he eaid. The important
thing, he continued, is getting
OCCB message to tho voters.

h

exempt tho
total to Tbd  full timers.

Akchurst has mado a peint of
attending recent board meectings,
after which he concluded that
trusteea tend to “rubber atamp”
too moeny r ations

t said he is not partic-
ularly concerned about onroll-
ment at OCC — which has
dropped to about 24,000 stu-
dents, compared with the peak of
30,000 in 1892, OCC is still the

without wsking enough ques-
tions.

The board doea a decent job in
terms of exercising fiscal respon-
aibility, he said. “We've had min-
imal tuition increnscs over the
last three years, or 80,” he noted,

“But the board could do a bet-
ter job," ho said, particularly
next yoar when the board is
expected to ask vaters to renewnl
OCC's operating millage, The
board neceds a complete and
accurato nsacasmont of what
neods to ba done and how the
monoy would be used, he eald.

“That's the best way to
approach voters,” said Akehurst,
who added that he willing to go
out into the community to lobby
on behalf of the millage. “I'd par-
ticularly like to talk to parent-
teacher organizations bocause

OBITUARIES

OCIE KENT WALTHALL

QOcie Kent Walthall, 80, of
“ “Farmington Hills died May 19 at
Danta Health Care Center. He
was born July 28, 1918,

Ho sorved in the Navy during
Warld War II as the chief engi-
neer of his ship, He held the
position of executive engincer at
Ford Moter Co. until 19765,

. Heis survived by wife Loriane;
sons Glen, Alan and Thomas;
daughtors-in-law, Linda, Susan
and Anja; brother Larry; sister
A.Emo Wynne; and threa grand-

children,
LORETTA E. BREAULT

Services for Loretta Emily
Breault, 81, formerly of Farm-
ington, wero held May 27 at St.
Gerald Catholic Church in
Farmington with tho Rev, Ger-
ald McEnhill officiating. Burial
took place at Holy Sepulchre
‘Cemetery in Southfield.

Mrs. Breault was born March
8, 1918 in Detroit and died May
25 in Novi, Sho worked as a
boukkeepor for General Motors
until her retirement and wes a

member of St. Gerald Catholic
Church. She was a former mem-
ber of St. Mary’s of Redford,

She i survived by nephew,
Michnel McCarthy and several
other nieces and nephews; and
brother, Robert Kelloy. She was
preceded in death by her hus.
band, Charles; brother, David;
and three slstera,

Memorial contributiona may
be made to the Capuchins; 1740
Mt. Elliott Ave., Detroit 48207,

Touring version of Vietnam Memorial arrives in Canton June 21-26

" Farmington High School stu-
denta raised awarenoess about
the Vxetnnm War and $620, dur-

nam,

But soon will be another

oppoﬂ.umty to reflect upon the
ificc made by Vietnam veter-

tng 1 penny

drlvo Students collected one
panny for ench American man
pod woman who died {n Viet-
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Washington, D.C,, will be on dia-
play in Canton.

The Moving Wall will be locat-
ed on the north side of Heritage
Park, ofl Heritage Road, west of
Canton Center Road.
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largest ity collego in
Michigan, he said, and the 12th
largest in tho nation. “And it's
still a bargain,” ho ndded.

Distance learning — or the use
of telecommunications or the
Intornot to teach classes — ia
very likely “the wave of the
future,” according to Akehurat.
“But it's not for everybody. Some
atudents nced more direction
than others.”

Akehurst has been on the Citi-
zons Advisory Committee in
Royal Oak for 16 years, and he's
currently vice chair of the orga.
nization — that oversees the use
of federal block grants.

Ho and his wife have two chil-
dren.
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