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yonr from 1,047 to 1,088, In the
Farmington district, the addition
hours will bo spread among the
school yoar's 183 days.

Actually, Gaughon's older
sons, Farmington High School
atudents Brian and Erle, will
begin school during 2000-01 at
7:30 a.m. — exactly 10 mh:utu
earlier than year. The school
day will conclude eight minutes
later, at 2:23 p.m,

Meanwhile, her youngeat son,
Qill Elomentary School student
Andrew, next year will start
school six minutes earlier, at
8:18 a.m., and end it 10 minutes
1ater, at 8:23 p.m.

Becauas the Gnughnn family
puts so much valuo on extracur-
riculars, as do meny families in
the district, the later end of the
dny likely will make the job of
shuttling kide from activity to
activity sven more harrowing
than it already is. Brian is
involved in tho thenter nnd
drama program at FHS, while
Eric is on the soccer and track

@ it was decided to spilt tho extra minutes by
beginning school days sooner and ending them
Iater, although the actual amounts ditfer from

bullding to bullding.

increasing the length of the day
is the only real alternative.

But Maxfield understands why
parents, and ltudnn‘t;‘. might be
hesitant to emb ' schedul

changes,
Earlier starts for
everybody

“It's not popular,” Maxfiold
;n;‘{!d. oot Whon do you fit in the

One area where the changen
will have an impact is trans-
portation, but Farmington

, achools Tranaportation Supervi.

sor Bill Tousley does not foreses
any major difficulties.

All elementary school atudents
are required to be at their bus
stops six minutes before they are
picked up; middle and high
achool atudonts muat be at bus

Maxfield and other school offi-
ciala knew last year what was
coming down the pike. A com-
mittec waa formed to look into
how the added hours could bost

teams and is involved in music
and band. Andrew alrondy is

playing soccer at tho elementary
uhool level, too,

She fsn’t complninlng. though.

“I really don't have a problem
with kida having more instruc.
tion in their day,” Gaughan con-
tinued, “But there'a more to
learning than (clasa timo). Thoy
learn a lot in extracurriculars
like student council, sports and
muslc.”

According to Farmington
schools Superintendent Bob
Maxficld, because education
unjons aren’t anxious to add
days onto the school year,

stops 10 mi enrlier than
pick-up times. Those require-
menta will not change.

Taulley alao sald there proba.
bly won't be any additional
routes or drivers (74 each during

be spread over the district. Com- 1989-2000), but ho added that
priling the committee were employees will log about 16 min-
taat mporlntcudantc. utes more per day. The diatrict is
department di and assocl- ing that the oxtra minutes
ation Joaders, who identified all will cost nearly $71,000 in -
possible options and gathered hourly wages.
data rogarding the feasibility, “We just have to adjuat the
accoptability nnd cost of the drivers' - times,” Tousley

options.

it was dncidad to split the
extra minutos by beginning
school days soonor and ending
them later, although the actual
amounts differ from building to
building.

The district announced the
new schedule in May, rather
than August, “because this could
have some implications on child
care,” Maxfield said.

-
Pennies /o po.x:

explained, *... Thoy'll just hava
to atart their runs earlior, We
worked 1t out with tho contract.
We'll just pay them for tho time
thoy work.”

Tho transportation depart-
ment has staggered times for
routes to elementary, middle and
high schools,

as one of the filthisst, most clut-
tered places thoy have over scen.

‘The documentation is typical
of an obaessive, preferentinl
molester, Mackie said. It won’t
all be used in the on-going inves-
tigation, which ahe expects to
continue for nt least a year.

“We won't listen to the audio
tapes becauss there’s no way to
determine who the boys are,”
Mackles said. “Ha geared the con-
versations so they would talk
sbout ways they would torture
someona.”

‘The video tapes show Thomp-
son with young men who appear
to be in their upper teens or
early 20s.

*“The fantasy is always one of
two things,” Mackie snid. “It
lands him in a position where he
loses a bet, and hs has to be tor-
tured. On the video, youll actu-
ally see him give the kid $200,
$300 or $400, He scripts the
whole thing.”

Payment

The torture acenes involved
Thompson being, tickled, hit in
the groin area and burned wi
cigarettos or hot wax, while he
was tied down. Assistant Police
Chief Chuck Nebus, who over-
secs the Inveatigative Bureau,
snid because Thompson paid
young boys and men to torture
him, the victims often don't see
themselves as having been sexu.

ally abused.

That will likely hamper the
on-going investigation, and
according to Mackie, may have

“It's al! within the fr )
of what wo have now,” Tousley
said.

Harris to tho students, moatly
10th graders, “Hopefully, what
you guys have done here will
bring awarenesas to other

schools.”

The check, for $620, will prob-
ably be used for apinal cord
injury research, aaid Harria, a
Westland resident. He didn't
serve in Vietnam, but did spend

H The two businesses
generating the most
pennies were Ram's
Horn on Grand River,
and Starbucks Coffee

+ In the Downtown Farm-
Ington Center.

four years with the U.8, 1)
(1975-79) before Jultuin!ng his
spinal cord injury.

According to Smith, who is in
her firat year at FHS, the penny
project was lnunched to try and
gain some perspective on an
abatract statistic,

+That's one of the probloms
whenover you're dealing with
history and maoking the abstract
soem real,” Smith sald. “Espe-
cially with numbers. And 58,000
1s inconceivable to me, let alone
to kids in high school.”

-Both Kate and Harris agresd
with her.

*When you think of every
penny (symbolizing) a body, it
really makes you think about it,”
Kate said. “What a waste, what
a tragedy.”

Harris snid that, for students
learning about 20th century
American hiatory, seeing the
number 58 000 in o textbook

probably ian’t nearly as effective
as “sceing 58,000 pennies on a
table or seeing th&Vietnn:x

‘There were 850 many pennies
on that table that Smith esti.
mated it will take nearly one
week for the students to roll
them for deposit into the bank.

“I'm pretty pleased,” Elizabeth
said about the students* colloc-
tive accomplishment. “I raised
somo awareness in myself, too, I
knew n lot of people died, but
this was huge.”

The two businesses generating
the moat pannies were Ram's
Horn on Grand River, and Star-

bucks Coffes in the Downtown:

wall,” fe
alin Wuhlugtan D.C.

After it woa decided to collect
the pennies, howover, a decision
needed to be made about to
whom to donate the money. But
Smith was aware of Paralyzed
Veterans of America, having
worked with the non-profit orga-
nization in the post, Many mem-
bers of her family also served in
that war,

“It’s a wonderful cause,” said
Smith, adding that she {a onc of
the lucky ones. Her close rela-
tives came home from Vietnam
nlive,
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Center.

Also contributing to the cause
wore the following businesses:
A&W {(on Farmington Road),
ACO Hardware, Beaux Blooms,
Big Boy, Civic Theatre, Dimitri's
reataurant, Evans Family Dine
ing, Farmington Bakery, Farm-
ington Florist, Graco Insurance,
Grand Cafe, Jo Anne Fabrics,
Kent’s Tae Kwon Do, Metro
Koney Island and Subway (on
Grand River).

kept Th from being
nrrutud in-the past, despite
numerous contacts with other
police agencies, She was told by
officers in neighboring depart-
monh no victims ever came for-

And hanging around kids,
while disturbing, isn’t criminal
behavior.

Kldl mlght also not thlnk of

as victims b
they ware paid, Mackie said,
One man continued to role play
with Thompson until he was in
his 80s, whenever he needed
cash.

“Some of the adult survivors
feel responsible and that they
ahould have done something,”
she znid. “But they were con-
vinced he was just into being tor-
tured.”

One of Thompson's victims i3
now in prison for a sexual
assault, Nebus said. According to
Mackie, others have reported
being in counseling, and investi-
gators are concerned some may
no; be vicnmlzin[ children as
well,

Abused

During 25 hours of interviews,
Thompson tald Mackie he was
abused as & child. Whilo she has
some sympathy for the man she
describes as “very lonely” with
no friends except for children,
she also believes he belongs in
Judl,

An FBI "profiler,” m}_lnd in to
d ¢ hether T

might have been or may poten-
tially ba a serial rapist or mur-
derer, said the best avidence
shows he's been doing the same
thing for docadu and probably
will continue to be obscased the
rest of his life, The profiler also
indi d it's likely Th
will eventually commit auicide.
*I don't want to eny I like him,
but he's wired, too,” Mackio said.
“He's very addicted to this
behavior, 1 have sympathy for
him, but he's had choices, too. I
don't feel sorTy for him being in

Mnckle calls the boys who
came forward “heroes,” and she
has high praise for School Lini-
son Officer Pat Sidge and a
school counselor, who encour.
aged and supported the victima.
Without their testimony, she
sald, o judge would not have
issued the warrant that uncov.
ered three and a half decadea of
predatory sexual behavior,

Mackie said because he never
physically hurt, penetrated or
forced a child to torture him,
‘Thompson doesn't think of him-
self as an abuser, He has also
told her becauso police released
him on previous i he

years, and this is the largest
case I've ever worked oo, just in
sheer volume,” she said. "We
took two truckloads of evidence
fmm his apartment, It's exhauat-

Neb\u said the investigation
has had a drastic impact on
everyone involved. The stafl
resources required to sift
through the evidence mounts
daily and will for some time to
come, Hundreds of rolis of film
found in Thompson's apartment
have yet to be developed.

Investigators want to see addi.
tional charges filed. They know
the victims are out thers, but it
won't be easy to get them to
come forward.

Some of the kids they've seen
pictured live in Farmington and
Farmington Hills, Mackic said.

Along with the time and

the most tr
impact has been the emotional
toll of watching countless hours
of torturous sex acts involving
children.

*It's not casy. The few times
I've watched any of those tapes,
it's just niduenlng Nebus said.
“It doesn’t just leave your mind
when you go home to dinner. §
really admire all of the people
who have been involved in this
inveatigation. It's a very dark
side of the world to have to be
tied with for so Jong.

At Mackie's delk the VCR
never atops for lung. Not far
awsy, o desk drawer is open,
revenling a bright, color photo-
graph of two smiling, apple-
cheeked little boys,

Her boys. Her life, she says.

Other cases have bothered her
more - rape with an unknown
assailant or a parent physically
abusing a child. The overtime on
this one has taken a toll, and
Mackie admits the intenaity and
;I;:er volume of the work has

n exk i

dnesnv. feel he'a done anything

'l-‘or him, it's totally normal,”
Mackie said.

Paunting task

Not 8o for the people who have
spent coyntless hours observing
the darkest side of Thompson's
life. Even for a veteran investi-
gator, the task of unraveling it
all seems daunting.

“I've been dolng thh for 12

RObbery from page Al :

Still, it has given her a sense
of personal satisfaction to have
led the investigation that finally
put Jim Thompaon behind bars.

*] don’t think there's anything
more aatisfying than locking up
a child moleater or an abuser,”
she said. “They victimize the
innocent.”

Anyone who has information
about this case or who believes he
may have been victimized,
should call Mackie ot 473-9660.

area off Middlebelt. One of the
shotguns and a mask were later
recovered there.

“We interviewed a female
employee, and she will be looked
at as part of the investigation,”
Dwyer said.

The department is offering a
$1,000 reward for information
that leads to the arrest and con-
viction of the two auspects,

described only as a tall, black
male and a short, heavy-set
black male. At the time of the
robbery, the shorter man was
dressed in a gray shirt with
some kind of green lettering.
“This is the first time in the
history of the city we've gone
thia long without an armed rob-
bery,” Dwyer said Thursday,
*We had n total of 26 armed rob-

beries last year, with 12 in this
same time pcnod

Overall, aerious crime in
Farmington Hills was down by
14 percent last year and ia down
lgdsdercent this year, Dwyer

Anyone with information
about the robbery is asked to call
the Hills Police Department
Cowamnand Desk, (248) 473-9695.
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