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New officer starts ‘dream job’ in his hometown’

BY T4 S
WRITER
ismithGoe.homecomm.net

Whon Richard Fricss wns
growing up in the Farmington
aron, ha thought he wanted to
hocome n police officer. And
now, to bo hired by his home-

. town city is almast beyond

words for tho 36-year-old,

*I always wanted to be a police
officer and to be a police officer
and firefightor in my own town
is a dronm come true,” said
Fricss, following Fridoy morn-
ing’s ceromony, whore he was
sworn in as the 22nd full-time
member of the Farmington Pub-
lic Safoty Departmont.

Fricss nlroady is a cortified
police officer, Soon ho will
attend the Oakland County Fire
Acadomy, Membera of the Farm-
Ington Public Safety Dopart.
ment work in tho roles of polico
officar, firofighter and omergen-
¢y medical techniclans.

Public Safoty Director Gary
Goss introduced Frices, and
praised him for having a
“tramendous background.”
Fricsa then was officially eworn
in by Janice Schmidt, of the city
clerk’s offico.

Frioss, a 1983 graduate of
Farmington High School and
rosidont of Farmington Hills,
was hired to succeed the recently
retired Officer Hilton Hyde,

Also Friday, in the¢ Farming.
ton City Council chambers, Alli-
gon Ponnington and Daniello

Welcome: Farmingion Public Sa /’
son Pennington (lef2) and Daniell,
Richard Friess were introduced during Friday morn- .

ing’s ceremony.

BTArY PROTO BY BRL DLIKLIR

dispatchers Alli-
eber and Officer

FARMINGTON

Woebor were introduced as the
dopnrtment'e nowest dispotch-
ora,

Hartsock commonted on how
Friess recited tho Law Enforce.
ment Oath of Hnnor, whlch nlhur

On hund for the cor {
were Fricas' parents, Maiga and
George of Farmington Hills, sov-
eral members of the public safo-
ty department and Bill Hart.
sock, mayor of Farmington.

ly did in 1999,

“It really touchel on tha fact
that it is an honorable profes-
slon,” Hartsock safd, *It means
they respect the authority that's

5 ‘]l always wanted to
be a police officer and
to bo a police officer
and firefightor In my
own town [s a dream
come true.’

Officer Richard Friess

—Farmington Public Safety

bestowed on them and they'll
work with tho community for
averyono's bonefit.”

According to the oath, officors

“will naver botray my badge, my
integrity, my character, or the
public trust.”

Dispatchors Pennington and
Weber both said they have been
warmly wolcomed in their new
jobs, which thoy began in Febru-

ary and April, respectively.

“Im pleased I mada tho docl-
slon to cogio here,” said Ponning-
ton, who came to Farmington in
February following a total of
nino years experience as a dis-
patcher in the Plymouth and
Plymouth Township police
departmenta, *We received a
warm wolcomo . and are
{mpressed by the professionals
{am and dedication of tho depart-
ment,”

Goss aaid thore now are 22
full-timo officers, ono part-time
officer, four dispatchors, one
rocords supervisor and 12
reserves in public safety.

R!ehurd Frlun - Public
Safoty Officer - .

Richard Fricss was hired as o
publi¢ safoty officer on May 22,
2000, Frigss is 85 and a Farm-
ington Hills resident. His moth-
or and father, Maiga and
George Friess, are alao Farm.

nﬂorhn\dng workod for dm past
yoar with the Hamtramck
Police Dopartment. Ho s cur-,
rently in the fleld traini offi-;

Here are the newest mem‘bers of Farmmgtons Publzc Safety Dept

Sho is 28, mnn-ied and llves ln
‘Garden City. She s n

Daniollo Wober - Publlc
Safety Dispatch

‘of Garden Cny High School and

Duniello Webor was hired na s

has Com-

cor program and w-ll work with
evoral i

omenu over, !

munity College. She is the..

Tniroh

of Patricia and Rabert .

tho next 12 weeks.
Beginning Aug. 14, Frleaa viill

* Xrauag, mldenu cf Walverine,
Mich,

ity of Mlchigan (B.S. 1987), the .

County Regional Police Atade-

Radcliff Centor (Janugry 19989).
He gradunted second out of 40
“stidents in the polico academy.

University of Miami, Florida *
4J.D::1908), and the Wayné'

my.at tha Schooleraft College” .

"~ Prionas jolna the- department- as

tion as a firefightor I & II,-n
medical firat responder and
training in hazardous mnten-
aln.

" Allikon Penninmn Pub-

huzum Hills rosidents, . nmmd tho Oakland County Firo Ponn(ngton hna wcceuf‘uily S
; Fricss'is o graduate of Farm- The 12-weck p train-
inxtan High (1983) tho Univer-  will pravide him with certifica- ing pmmm nnd i3 now a proba-

tionary dispatchef. Pennington
comes to the departmerit from
tim Plymouth md l’iymouth

-hn

ving worknd u a dlmatchur
far tha p?&t nhie yoars. Hur

‘of. Wkom. Shais mdunm of
Foirtan High Scliogl.” :

. uxpeﬂcncd to the depanment.

“she worked #a a dspatcher fur

tchor on April 24, 2000:
She is 22, single, and o nddant

Waber hrlnga dilpntching

baving. worked in a aimilar
capacity at Gencsas Valley
Becurity in Flmt. Most mnen!ly,

. Twelve Onks Mnuﬁuuﬁty
She s currontly in’ thi
patcher traini

lic 8afety D
Allx‘uun Pennington wns “hired

dsa dty u(' Wesdb.nd pallcu offi-
poey

- _is.enced di i~

ing side-by- .snie wnth an expe

hor.onFeb; 7, 2000

Homa of the Finest Middle Eastom Culsine
39777 Grand River ¢ Novi
(West of Hoggerly in the Pheasant Run Piaz)

(248) 477-8600
FAX: {248) 477-9306

We Can ‘Ccrer All Of Your Functions
WIDDINGS ® GRADUATIONS ® BUSINRSS @ SHOWERS * ETC.

_ We will propare a fabulous BBQ for your mmloor
. and deliver it right to your gu party

FICATE ENTITLES YOU 1O ONT COMPLIMINTARY
‘OF ONI DINNER OF EQUAL OR LESSER VAI.UI
mlﬁ momoo NO!VAL_D_M‘M Ah'f QMI me

emocas

*Your Gift Dcpmmcnt Store with Hallmark Cards”

YANKEE® CANDLE
f‘é =] Club

. ,'Joinj’l"oda;' -
No Card To Carry .

" After your 10th purchnse - Next One s FREE

]A.ﬁ_ailar_cmdlﬁ
A.ftcr your 10!h purchase Next One is FREE

- For Grent Gifes and Personal Use

'q%csz; @/Iﬂw

It's FREE .

Milford
Kroger

ghRd,
) Center:,

North Farmington High School
mourns death of ‘quiet’ junior

A 17-year-old North Farming-
ton High School student died
Sunday in Detroit of an appar-
ent heart attack.

According to achool Principal
Rick Jones, Thomas L.
Stassinopolous, a junior, had a
heart defect that may have led to
his death.

He described the teen a5 a
quiet student who worked hard
in the family business and had a
good sense of humor.

Tencher Darek Dny anid

' Stassinopolous had an "exem-

plary” record in his Medievnl
History class.
“Ho was a true gentleman in

every sense of the word,” Day
said. “He had a lot of fnandn,
and ho was very soft spoken.”

A number of studenta were
affected by Stassinopolous’
death, Day added, because he
knew and was liked by so many
of his classmates.

Stassinopolous was born in
Detroit on July 30, 1982, He is
survived by his parents, Leo and
Joy, and brothers John and Leo

T

Funeral services were hold
Wednesday at St. John Greak
Orthodox Church, -

The family prefers memorials
be sent to Children's Hoapital.,

CLARIFICATION

In a letter to the oditor pub-
lished in. the Farmington
Observer on May 25, page A12,
writton by city naturalist Joe

Derek, and thanking helpers for
making Kids Trout Derby Day a
succesa, Marty Hauger Jr.'s
name was epelled incorrectly.
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