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‘T-Rex’ takes viewers back in time in

BY VICTORIA DIAZ
SPECIAL WRITKR

-Thwackl Bam! Zoom! Splatt
Tho 3-D film, 7*Rex: Back to the
Cretaceous haa arrived at the

4 ‘Theatre at Greenfield Vil-
tago.

_ T'Rex is tho first IMAX pro-
duction to focus on thoe creaturcs
that disappeared from the earth
during tho last part of tho Meso-
xoic era. In the film, Tyran-
goaaurus rex and his kin aro all
computer-generated, marking a
departuro from filma such as
Jurassic Park and Jurassic Park:
The Lost Warld‘ in whlch gug‘-

minutes. It centors around a girl
named Ally (Liz Stauber) and
her father (Petor Horton), a
hard-working paleontologist.
Ally’s dream is to become a pale-
ontologist just like her dad,
although ho won't allow her ta
oven lend a hand on any “digs®
yot. She'a too young and inexpe-
rienced, he belioves, for such
risky and serious stuff.

Oneo fateful day when Ally
drops in at tho muscum to visit
her father, she finds herself stop-

dinosaur of all dinosours.

The ferna in the jungle look a
little foke, and the dinosaurs
look and move pretty much like
most movie dinosaurs, and this
acreenplay and these actors are
not going to wolk away with
many awards, But, if you're a
moviogoor with a pulse, you'll
havo tona of fun with T-Rex.

A bit surprisingly, some of the
most romarkablo sequonces in
the film occur not in the pres-
ence of the dinosaurs, but in

ping back in time. Actually, it's
not a step, but a munt, vortigi-
nous loap, as the jeans-clad

er travals 66 million

potry was
Rex, directed by Brett Leonnrd
(Lawnmower AMan), runs for 50

years in raverse and meets, there
in the vnporous jungle, the

Allys y world, At an
urchnnolusical dig, chippnd
pioces of scem to in
all directions and into our fum.
making it impossaible not to
twitch nnd blink at thd optical

illusion. In another scene, when
o bubbly aquarium comes into
view, we can hardly resist the
temptation to roach out nnd
*“touch” the wiggly wetnesa of the
fish. From enormous bones and
Egyptian atatunry that appoar to
apin out of the mussum’s corri-
dors and threaten to crack our
heads, to the glossy buttons on
Ally's aweater, to the tiny blem.
ishes on hor skin, we experience
high-tech cinema that makea
onch scene scem more real than
real, This is not your father’s 3
D. For ane thing, the Polaroid
glasses with which wo view 7%
Rex are like substantial sun-
glasses and valued at $50 apicee,
according to IMAX sourcos. For
another thing, the six-channel,

1ti-apenker sound systom
turns up the fun more than a
fow notches, as the images are
projectod across the 60 x 84-foot
acreen.
_ A colorful short called Paint
TRex. Pro-
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du:ed by the IMAX Corp. via n
systom in which animatora don
virtual reality goggles in order to
actually “sculpt” tho images in
threo-di ion, it's a dizzyi

slap-happy apectacle in animat-
ed 3-D that almosat steals the
thunder from the main feature,
When it comes to its goofy, rau.
cous conclusion, Paint Misbe-
havin’ will leave most movie-

T-Rex: Back to the C

An Ornith

prises Ally Hayden (Liz Stauber) in Imax Corp.s latest |

sur-

adventure now showing at Henry Ford Museum’s Imax

Theatre.

goers laughing and gasping, sure
that they are bathed in paint

and happily yearning for much
more of tho same.

‘M:I-2’ looks at doomsday

Br BOB TEOMAS
AE30CIATED PRESS WRITER

When the firat feature film
vorsion of the long-running TV
sories Mission: Impossible camo
out in 1888, critics complained
that the plot was so murky as to
bo impenetrable. No matter. The
high-tech action drama proved to
be a huge monoymaker for
Paramount and Tom Cru.lw, the

into the hands of terrorista led
by the vicious Sann Ambrose
(Dougray Scott).

Ethan Hunt (Cruise) is pulled
from a rock-climbing adventure
to report to Seville, Spain, where
he geta his orders from his aupe-
rior {Anthony Hopkins in a brief,
unbilled appearance). Hunt is
told to search for the terrorists
nnd rocovor thn virus. He is
beauti-

movie's star and co-pi

M:1-2, a8 the sequel is called,
olso suffers from plotting defi-
ciencies, but it will further
enrich Paramount and its parent
Viacom, na well as Cruise. The
credit belonge to John Woo, who
has tronsforred the chop-socky
dynamics of Hong Kong quickies
to big-budgot Hollywood movies.

Like most films of ita genre,
Mission: Impossible 2 purvoys a

day theme. An A

pharmaceutical firm has devel-
oped a horrendously virulent
virus called Chimera which can
kill milliona in short order. The
company’s boas has also ordered
an entidote which could be worth
billiona of dollars. Chimera falls

a

ful jewel thiut‘ named Nyah Hall
(Thandie Newton). His logistical
chief will be Luther Stickoll
(Ving Rhames, the only holdaver
from the 1896 film).

Hunt and Hall of course begin
with an adversarial relationship,
customary for buddy movies,
male-male or n'lnln-fnmalu. And

oplitting sound effecta. It worked
in Hong Kong, and it works here
- although the final hand-to-
hand (or foot-to-head) battle of
Hunt and Ambrose extends.,
beyond plausible human?
endurance. :

Cruise makes a convincing -
hero, and he roportedly per-.
formed many of his own stunta.-
His rock climbing and other dar-:
ing fents scem like the roal’
thing, but in today’s world of dig®
ital magic, who can tell?

Newton, who appeared with
Cruiso in Interview with the
Vampire, is perfectly cast as the
tough but vulnerable thicf. qu
future seems unlimited.

Tho eminent Robort ’I‘ownq-
(Ch Shampoo) wrote the

of course the hip warms
a8 thoy face unimaginable dan-
gers together.

The romantic episodes offer
brief rusp-tn from the wall-to-
wall getion. The method includes

screenplay based on a story by
Ronald D. Mooro and Brannon’
Braga. Towne wrote the firat’
Mission: Impossible, and this
timo he makes the story morc®

atomic-like
shootouts lacking in sharpshoot-
ora, and gladiatorial kung fu
accented by slow motion and ear-

Scheduled to apen Fiday, June2
I MOMMA'S HOUST

A streotsmart FBE agent goss undor-
cover as an outspoken Southetn grand-
mother/ midwife to protect o bosutiful
1lngla mother and her son from an
escaped convict. Stars Martin
Lowrence, Nla Long and Paul Glamati,

ST. FRANCISVILLE

A psychic, a ghost-huntar, a filmmeker
and a historian fly to Louislana to Invas-
tigate an aileged haunted houso
plagued by tho splrits of slaves who
endured grisly torture.

Schoduled to open Friday, June 9

QONE M BIXTY SXCONDS

Remako of a 1574 flim by H.B. Hallckl
In which Nicholas Cage plays 8 former
car thief who |s commissioned to steal
80 cars In ona night, The hitch ia anoth-
er gang Is planning to do the same.

aRoove

Told from the perspeciiva of an Insider,
Groayo datalls ons event-illed night in
the underground rave sceno In San Fran-
clsco.

SUNSHINE

Dlrectad by Istvan Srabo, the flim
conjurea up three themes: the
Inhumanity of human specles, the
symbollc meening of a family name and
tha aching tolarance and ecceptance In
modem soclaty.

‘The Paramount release 'wu.
produced by Cruise and Paula?
Wagner.

COMING A'I'I'RACTIONSf

Not your Mommu. Martin
Lawrence stars in “Big
Momma’s House,” opening
this weekend at area
movie theaters,

crime, Stars Vanssso Willlams.

JESUS’ BON

Based on Denls Johnson's cult novet,
this snga stars Bllly Crudup, Danis
Leaty snd Jack Black.

o open Fridey, Juna 23

BUTTERFLY’S TONQUE

Sat agalnst the backdrop of civll war In
Spaln 1938, his Is the story of an
oxtragrdinary relstionship betwean a
shy young boy and his compassionate
taacher who tosches him to find his wey

AN AFFAIR OF LOVE )
Directed by Fraderick Fontayene, s faux -

" documentary style to lluminete a rala-

tlonshlp Intended 10 be strictly sexual. .

Scheduled to opsn Friday, June 30

THE PERFECT STORM
Drama basad on tha trus story sboyt a ;&
disasirous storm at sea and Its conso- -
Quences to the ships and ctews In lts
path, Stars George Clooney, Mark
Wahiberg, Dlane Lane.

ADVINTURES OF ROCKY AND
BULLWINILK

Barls and Natasha return in this live- 3
aclion/ anlmated comedy whera only —+
Rocky and Bullwinkla stand In the way<
of a dlabollcal plot to take over the 7
world, ;;
THE PATRIOT b
Set In South Caralina In 1776, apic (.- »
lures Met Glbson as Benjamin Martin, 42
reluctant haro swapt lnto the American ;2
Ravolution. When the British arrlve at ++
his home and endanger whot he hotda .2
most dear, Martin takes up arms atong:;
skit his son end leads a brave rebel mIIP‘
tis into batlls,

X
-

TR

Screwball comady featuring Emlly Wat-
son 58 & streetwise but (nariiculate
secutlty guard who takes an undercovar
Jjob at 8 corrupt casino tesort, only to
become fnvolved In plot to blackmail 8 -2

10 apen Firlday, Juna 16 In an world,
BOYS AND 8IS
Fomantle comady axplores tho gamas ME, MYSILF AND IRENE

that man and woman pley, Stars Freddle
Prinze Jr., Ciaire Fotlanl, Jason BIggs.

AL
In & Journey that begina ofter Earth
ends, a rebelllous teensger named Cale
emberks on an adventure through apace
1o find tha Jegendary spaceacra, the
Titan, which holds tha secrot to salva-
tlon for the human race. Animated full-
fengih feature movie with the vaices 4f

-Matt Damon, Drow Barrymore.

sHary

Semuel L. Jackson Is Shaf, 8 private
dotective on the trall of a murderar who
wants 1o eliminats tho key witnoss to a

Camedy sbout & mifdmannered Rhode
Island cop with a split-personality disor
det who escorts a woman back to her
homo town, Tha cop and his hyper-
aggrasalve aiter-ego bath fall in love
with the confused |ady and he wagen
‘wac = with himealt = for her sffoctions.
Stars Jim Cosrey, Renee Zetwegar,

CHICKEN RUN

Fulklength animeted feature la sat ot
Tweedy's Chicken Farm, where any
chicken who doesn't make her egg
quota can mast & *foul” fate. Foatures
the volces of Mel Gibson, Julls Sawslha

and Mirenda Richardson,

senator,

rolansea for summar 2000
n RERELEAST
The soarch for roots and family pmvidu .
the basls for this 1983 drama that tol
of the plight of Central Amatrlcan
political refugees.

»

JARLS, HOSPITALS AND HIMHOP s
Patformance artist Danny Hoch faatured;
In thia film, basad on Hoch's third solo ~
Hive show. -

THINGS YOU CAN JUST TLLL BY
Contamporary drama takea a behind-
the-scenes look at aspects of people’
lives. Stars Glena Close, Callsta Flock-
hest, Holty Hunter and Cameron Olaz.

U .



