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Fine Arts

from 1;ag'e- C‘I

A’Dml.'n oxactly why Bob Shori-
dan and the rest of the Livonia
Arts Commissionoers initiated
the fine arts oxhibit four years
ago. Thoy wanted to give Michi.

gan artista the opportunity to”

show their work na well as vio
for cash prizes. This yoar Robert
Wilbert, an nrt profeasor at
Wayne State University for 38
years, had the difficult job of
judging ontriea. The $2,600 in
prizes draws some of the best
nrtists in tho area. To give viow.
ers‘more time to see tho winners,
the 51 pleces will be fnatalled in
the fino arts gallery at the Livo.
nia Civic Center Library after
thoir showing June 10-11 at
Greenmend. The library exhibit
continues through June 30.

“Wo folt wo had a bonutiful
sotting with historical houges

and thought we'd tio it all into
ona big ovent,” said Sheridan,
arts commission preaident.
Michael McCullough ia grate-
ful for tha opportunity to show

woodblock print, “The Logacy,”
in Fine Arts in the Village
becauso it's 8o closo to his Farm.
ington Hills home. McCullough
does quito a fow out-stato shows
including Charlovoix, Grand
Rapids and South Haven along
with Art in the Park in Ply-
mouth and the Liberty Fest in
Canton. Ho recontly oxhibited at
Art in the Park in Birmingham.

“Livonin is n nico community
with a strong sense of the arts,”
sald McCullough who grew up in
Rodford. “And Greenmead is
auch n beautiful setting.”
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Alr of festivity
Stephanie Skaggs {s one of the
reasons Livonia does such a good

job of promoting the arts. The |

Livonia Arts Commissionor is
chairing tho 24th annual Livonia
Am Fuhvnl in addition to coor-

tho arts
-fenturing the outdoor lhow and
indoor exhibit. She sponds all
yoar visiting art faira in the area
for clues on how to makse it work.
Take art, add Ecuadorian and
folk music plus a varioty of food
and she has a winning combina.

tion.

“There's lots of fairs on the
streets of metro Detrolt but our
sotting is vory historical plus the
fact that we have fine art on dis-
play in the buildings,” said arts
commissioner Skaggs. “For tho

foatival we'll havo 80 porcent
now cxhibitors, Axd for tho first
tima Arta & Scraps will offor
children the chance to make
hends-on projects from recy-
clable matorials, It will give par-
ents n littls more time to browss
through the booths.”

A portion of food sales from
the Thai House and other ven-
dors will go to support nonprofit
orgenizations auch as the Livo.
nin Symphony Orchostra, The-
atre Guild of Livonia Redford,
Livonia Historical Commisaion,

enda of Greenmend, and
Arts of Michigan.

*We'll have overything from

hot dogs and hamburgors to Tha!

“food,” anid Skaggs. *Everybody
benefits that way, the visitors
end the organizations.”

ald,'Sarah Vaughn, Dizzy Gille.
nplo and Stan Kenton.

Sthee forming his own quartot
in the early 1980s, Nozero's
roleased sevoral rutcrd{ngu. A
Ruest appearance with the Birm-
inghnm Bloomfield Symphony
Orchestra showeased Nozoro's
aoventh CD, Warm, The most
racont, Live at the Montreux-
Detroit Jazz Festival, was
recorded last fall.

A strong believer in cducation,
Nozoro hag taught in the jazz

studiea program at Wayne State
University aince 1982, If tho art
form is to continuo to thrive
young musiciana must" be
inapired to carry on the tradi-
tion,

““Jazz has always somohow
been able to survivo but there's a
lot left to be dono in introducing
it to tho public,” snid Nozero.
“Baker’s is active again. That’s n
nico sign. I think jazz comes with
a struggle. There's a boom of jazz
oducation in the schools, We
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H ‘Jazz has yiways
somehow been able to
survive but thero's a
{ot left to be done In
introducing it to the
public.’

' Larpy Nozero

Musician

always nood to share the art
form with the upcoming genera-
tion,”

Sharing jazz is the main rea-
son tho Michigan Jazz Festival
was founded, Held at the Bots.
ford Inn in Farmington until laat
year, the doy-long fest aims to
exposo lsteners to o variety of
stylea from Big Band to urnight
ahead jazz,

“When the Batsford Inn closed
last yenr we thought we'd come
to a screeching halt, but at
Schoolcraft last July everybody
loved it because thore's ac much
more room,” said Midge Ellis,
the Livonia resident instrumen.
tat in so many of the jazz hap-
penings in the aren.

“It's a better venue, Every year
it gains. There's such a cama-
raderie between jnzz musicians
as well as tho audience. You can
walk into a jazz venue anywhere

Eat to the Beat, offering the Southfield
community the entertainment experlence
of the summer, Great food & Great Music -

.and you're not a stranger. That's

the beauty of jazz. You bncnmn
part of it.”

The beauty of the Michigan
Jazz Fostival is that it's free.
Ellis intends to keep it that way
by holding brunches and con-
corts to raise the estimated
$30,000-36,000 to produce the
fesatival,

*A now tent will house a third
outdoor atage,” said Ellis. “Last
year at ono of two indoor venuoa
there wasn't enough soating so
wa'ra moving onoe of the indoor
stages outdoors.”

- Volunteers will ataff now infor-
mation tenta located in the park-
ing lots,

“We'll have a lot more people
walking around to holp them,”
sald Ellis. “As tho festival grows,
moro people volunteer. If anyone
wants to help us we welcome
them with open arms. We'll need
40-50 volunteers to run the festi-
val”

Nozero's “Live at the Montreux-
Detroit Jazz Festival® is avail-
able at Harmony House or from
Nozette Productions for $15. For
a apecial deal on Nozero's
“Warm"” CD e-mail him at Inoze.
ro@ameritech.net.
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munity Jazx Bnud, n lmnller

of the Farmington Cnmmunlty
Band, will play June 29, The
Farmington Community Jazs
Band is sure to put crowds In the
Mood with tunes from Glen
Millor, Stan Kanton, Woody Hor-
man and Count Basie.

Foundod by Barber and his
wifo Fern in 1968, the Farming-
ton Community Band will play
12-18 concerts this year includ-
ing the Farmington Area Family
Fostival Tuesday, June 20.

Now in its 34th season, the
band has grown from o six-mem-
ber group to a 85-member con-
cert band plua a 20-piace jaxz
band, elarinet choir, Dixfeland
band and several other small
onsembles,

“We're a group of 60 some
musicians with {ull brass and
percusaion and smaller groupa
that allow us to explore different
genrea,” sald Barber. “The jazz
band givos people a chance to
play in a Big Band like an 18-

pleco Glen Miller.”
Get up and dance
Ginny McDonald enjoys
watching the audience watch the

bnnd. A Livonia clnrlnatllt,
McDonald joined the community
band 19 years ago to put her

o ‘We're a group of 80
some muslclans with
full brass and percus-
slon ond smaller groups
that allow us to explore
differont genres. The
Jazz band glves peopie
achance toplayina
Big Band llke an 18-
plecs Gien Miller.’

Paul Barber
Farmington Community Band

musical talents to use. She's a
fulltimo mom and buainess
manager for the band.

“I'm looking forward to playing
the lighter mueic and more
marches,” said McDonald, “I love
to have all the ‘people there. The
kids come down and dance, They
bring their anacks, 1t's a minj-
Meadow Brook.”

Have an interesting idea for a
story? Call arts reporter Linda
Ann Chomin ot {734) 853-2145
or send e-mail to lehomin@ oe.
homecomm. net

West Bloomfield fest
showcases 200 artists

BY LENA KBZOUZ
SPICIAL WRITZR

More than 66,000 peopls are
oxpected to attend the aixth
annunl West Bloomfield Art Fea-
tival, hold June 10-11 on the
grounds of the Henry Ford Medi-
cal Center on anle Rond near
Halsted,

*These are nationally vecog-
nized artists who present excep-
tional work, and our community

and deserves excoptional
quality art,” eaid Betsy Schnei-
der, exccutive director of the
Waest Bloomfield Chamber of
Commerce.

Part of tho proceeds from the
festival benefit the chamber.

What: Sixth Annual West
Bloomfiold Art Festival

When: 10 a.m. to & p.m. Sat-
urday-Sunday, Juno 10-11
Where: Heary Ford Medical
Center, 8777 W. Maple Road,
West Bloamficld

Admission: Free, For infor.
matlon, call (248) 626-3638

Visitors will find works creat-
ed by more than 200 artists,
moat of whom will be on hand to
explaia their artistry,

The festival haa boen ranked
among the top 100 outdoor art
fairs in the country by Sunshine
Arlul Tho ranking is bnsed on

sales and h
to artists,

“Anybody can walk into an art
museum and see a painting on a
wall, but you don't always get to
sec the artist,” said Lariesa
Sckoln, communications dircctor
for Howard Alan Eventa, Ltd,,
which coordinates the featival
with the chambaer,

Local artists in the art festival
include:

B Photographer Robert Bart.
loy and watercolor painter
Kathy Phillips of West Bloom-
ield.

R Jewelry sculptor Marilyn
Joy of Birmingham.,

@ Ceramiciat Gail Hiller of
Bevorly Hills

Hiller participates in about a
dozen art festivals a year, “I
enjoy doing it because it express-

Co-Sponsors: es my creativity, and I can bring

« Park Place Condomini alot of into the world,”
+Kirco she said. .

» Observer & Eccentric Patrons can also enjoy on
Nemlpﬂ! array of international foods.

@
&

Nationally known, Florida-based
musicians Steve Mikes, who
playa aitar, Doug Walker, steel
drummer, and Kayte Wolf, koy-
boardiat/singer, will entertain
guesta at the fair.
Children can be artists for a
day by painting sand dollars and
ng them homo. Patrons also
can register for two art give-
aways.
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30 Condominiums on
East Bay. With private
bedrooms, living room,
hitchen, two-person
Jacuzzi baths and
private balconies facmg
the bay. Sleeps four; 36
sandy beach front,
ougdoor heated pool and
whlrlpoal daily rentals.
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