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BY KEELY WYGONIK
AYY WRITER

kwmnlmhamm
d and Jane Wajtan of Livo-
nia havo been leading tours
to Poland every summer
sinco 1893, and thoy never tire of
t.
*Wo alwaya ace Aomethlng now
ovary time wa go there,” said
Wujtnn. “Its a bonutiful coun-

. Tho Wojtans will share thelr

. “Viajon ot Polend,” Aug. 21 to
Sept. 4 on & croas country tour

- that includes stopa in Warsaw,
Creatochown, °  Krakow,
Zakopone, Wroclaw, Poznan and
Gdansk.

- . Poland is a spacial place for

. them, *“It's our heritago, nnd
both sota of parents were born
thero,” said Ed. Somotimes faml-
les ero rounited on Ed's and
Jane's tours,

“It makee the wholo group
happy when it happens,” said
Jane, “It's very exciting.”

1 share their enthusiasm. In
1997 while touring Poland with
my church, 1 visited the village
whore my grandpa Bronislaw
Kaleski was born. My aunt, over-

If you go...

Chicago, first class hotel

What: £d and Jana Wojtan of Livonla are loading o tour to Poland,
Monday, Aug. 21 to Monday, Sept. 4.

Cost: $2,495.per person; (single room accommodation an addition-
a) $340) Includes round trip alr nanlpnnu]llun from Dutrolt or

1 BOD-TO POLAND for more

coach transportation, most meals, sightsoalng progroms, sarvices
of English-speaking guldos, hotel sarvice charges and taxes. Call

(734) 425-2727 for more Information.
guldes: if you're plunnlng a trip to Polund in tha future, ‘call

3 motor-

visit www.orbls-usa.com

and travel or

from 1785 to 1918 Poland as a
co\mtry did not cxh‘t yaot they
oir

customs and rollnloul faith,”

sald Ed. “You would nover
belleve that thoro was a building
{n Warsaw that was not touched
by waor, Tho city has beon
robuilt.”

The Wojtans doscribo Poland
a8 a unique combination of the
old and the new. The old
includea the Wawel Castlo and
Cathedral in Krokow, Krakow la
homa to one of Europe's largest
medieval morket places, and
central Europe’s sccond oldest

joyed that relati from the
U.3. would atop to visit, insisted
wo go to church to thank God.

Visiting Poland can bo an omo-
tional cxperience. It's a fascinat.
{ng country with a rich histary.
Poles have o reverenca for their
pnnt yot embrace tho future,

. “Ono thing I marvel at is that

Y

Warsaw, the capitol of the
country, ia a modern city that
cherishes ita past, Old Town,
dovastated during World War II,
haa been robuilt and {s home to
many wonderful ahops, restau-
rants and musoums.

I lovo tho way thoy put their

Castlo: Nearly destroyed during World War II, Malbork

Castle has been restored.

War: A
tour guide
at

explains
the exten-
sive dam-
age the
castle
incurred.

storofronta together,” said Jane.
“Thoy put a lot of imagination
into it, They'ro very inviting, 1
love the architecture of the
buildings too.”
Poland is a modern country
with all the convenionces of
home, even McDoneld's. Thore
are now hotels with familiar
names like Holiday Inn and
Sheraton,
Tho Wojtans begin their tour
in Warsaw,.You'll visit the Old
Town and Market Square, and
tho home and gardens of Freder-
fck Chopin.
“A Chnpin piano recital is
included with the tour,” sald Ed.
“It's at tho Ostogoski Palace in
Warsaw. It's an intimate sudi-
ence, 100 to 150 people. Chom-
pogno is served at intermission.”
From Warsaw you'll travel to
Gdansk and stop at Malbork cas-
tle, the largest caatlo of the Teu-
tonic Knighta that waa acverely
damoged during the war. Some
of the walls are 8-foet thick.
Thoe castlo has been rebuilt, and
it's fun to have your picture
taken with one of tha knights
roaming about.
The Tri-Cities of Sopot, Gdy-
nia and Gdansk are also a mix-
ture of old and now. Gdansk is
the hometown of Lech Walesa
and birthptace of the Solidarity
movement, which led to tho lib-
eration of Poland from commu-
nist rulo.
On the way to the woatern
citiea of Poznan and Wroclaw,
tho tour will stop in the lovely
city of Torun, birthplace of
Nicolaua Copernicus.
Then it's off to Zakopane, 8

lovely resort area nestled in the
Tatra Mountaina on the south.
om border of Poland and Slo-
vakia, You'll take a thrilling
coble car ride to the top of the
mountain where you may find
snow even in August.

‘There's a great markotplace
in Zakopane where you'll find
everything from cheese to
hand-knit sweaters and amber
Jewelry. In tho evening, guests
will enjoy dinner with high-
lander entertainment.

Aftor rosting in anopnna,
your tour will continue to the
cities of Czestochows and
Oswlecim, Czostochowa is the

Preview the
Sestival at:
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Marketplace: There are surprises around eve

corner in Krakow's Main Market

Square, including musicians who entertain shoppers and sightseers.

location of tho Pauline priests,
and their monastery of Jasna
Gora, tho most hallowed place in
Poland, homo of the "Black
Madonna” icon, which is credit-
cd with many miracles.

On the way back to Warsaw,
tho tour stopa at Auschwitz and
Birkenau, the largest of the
Nazi concontration camps, “It is
worthwhile to visit this historic
place to keep in mind the atroci.
tios committed againat the
many people who were asont to
the gos chambers and the firing
aquads during World War II,”
anl

While touring the camps can
be omotionally painful, they
loave a lasting imprnniun.
You'll be forever mindful of the
power of hate and prejudice.

Poland is n country of con-
trasts - old and new, happy and
sad, colorful and drab. Visiting
Poland ia n trip of a lifetime, one
that you'll nover forget.

Tell us about your summer

vacation. Send photos and sto-
ries, along with your destination
recommendations, for considera-
tion on our Travel page to Keely

Contrasts:
Poland is a con-
trast of old and
new, from the
medieval mar-
ket square in
Krakow to
trendy bou-
tiques like Estee
Lauder in
downtown War-
saw.

Wygonik, Observer Newspapers,
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia, MI
48150, E-mail stories to kwygo-
nik@oe. homecomm.net ,

Local 58
Dresents:

l USMA Euentfeafunng DJ Rockin
W Over 350 Trophies Awarded B Cruise Woodward Anytime B Auto Exhibits
W 94,7 WCSX Broadcast W Carnival Rides B Food, Family Fun & Lots More!
Adult Admission $3.00/Kids 12 & under FREE

ATTENTION CRUISERS!

h'o-ﬂoqrshtlan/cmck It Friday, August 18th « &m to 9pm * Over 70 Trophies Awarded Friday Night!
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Pioase A
y Name:
Address: Phone:
Chty: State: Zip Code:
Clase: Amount
Make Checks Paysbie to: wux-cm

Sponsorship or Vendor Information: Jos Belli at 240~946-37:|7
Event information: Jenolfer Wiiiams ll 2‘6—9‘6-3713 or Rllpl! Hnmy a1 248-200-0342
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