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ro-educate thomsclves.”
Brouillette, who has dnughtera
attending O.E. Dunckel Middle
School and Farmington High
School, said tho large volume of
“conflicting information™ - trig.
gored by tochnology - is making
teaching itsolf almost a moving

target.

The fact that tenchers are
changing the lives of their stu.
dents every day is why Brouil-
letto is an unwavering aupporter
of educatars.

Proven record
* *1 think there's & particular
art to being a successful teach-
tir,” said Brouillette, a thought-
ful and soft-spoken bonrd mem-
ber who goea by the nickname
Prill. “And it's an honored pro-
fesaion.”
* Brouillette said she is disap-
inted that vaters do not have a
golou to make on Monday, June
12, Thoy will re-eloct her and
Gary Sharp to four-year terma,
“l think my rocord would
stand up very well in a contested
‘raco.”
: But her reason for running
:again {s the samo ns in 1996,
iwhen aho was a victorious chal-
‘lenger.
+ *I don't have an agenda
‘beyond working to achieve the
best education possible for
Farmington’s kids,” Brouillotte
said. “My qualities of being fair,
‘listoning and studying the issues
‘have served mo well in my first
‘term.”

" Another ll;cngth ia being nble "

to work as part of a toam,
Brouillette said she promoted
collaboration between the dis-
trict and omployee unions at the
bargaining table.

Brouillette fairly briatles at
the notion that the school board
~ which rarely disagrees on any-
thing at public meetinge - is a
rubber stamp for Superinten-
deot Bob Maxfield, a suggestion
made by somo.

Challenging
The board members “rely on
:the exports,” yet are well pre-
pared for ipeotings ané are in
daily conversation with Maxfield
on important subjects.
' “Bob Maxfield is one of the
real treasures in the educational
world,” she seid. “His ability to

B ‘I think my:record -
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Another highlight for Sharp
are the segments of school board
meotinga devoted to student
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work with our staff and to bring
out the best in people hos camed
the praiac and respect of the'
entire board. (Tha board is) far
from being a rubber stamp, We
challenge his thinking and ho
challenges ours,”

Ono of the issues whero there
is rogular dinlogue batween
board members and Maxficld
certainly ia about the November
bnllot proposal -that would
change tho stato constitution
pertaining to vouchora, .

If the proposal is approved, it
would permit citizens in districts
where graduation rates are less
than two-thirds to earall their
children in private and parochial
schools, Farmington doea not fall
into that category, but Brouil-
lette is making the rounds
informing parent groups about
the potential impact locally.

*It is complex and every voter
should attempt to educate them-
selves on the issue,” she eaid.
“When they read into it, I think
they'll be nlarmed at the impact
this would have on Farmington

schools and on tife stato (educa-. -
- tion) budget, Thd framiers 'df the

ballot initiative have been very
clever in confusing the isaue.”

Get out and vpte *

One of tho points Brouillette {8
trying to make with the public is
the need to voto,on June.12. If
the vouchor proposal is approved
in November, only 10 percent of
next week's voter turnout in
Farmington nnd Farmington
Hilla would need to’sign a peti-
tion to include ‘A voucher gues-
tion on the Juhe 2001 school
board ballot. 7 -
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C Cntherl

16,1
Ann Marie, 12 N
Educntion: Bachelor of
arts degroo in English from :
Butler Univeorsity ia Indi-
anapolis .- - :
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ments on the board.

“ can't separate what I want
to happen the next four ycara
without looking at the past four,”

" she summed up, *I'm renlly

proud of what we've accom-

plished. Wa have probably the

moat forward-thinking snfe

achools plan of any community 1
ow.

“We were, ns'a district nnd’as
a community, just as horrified ns
everyone olse {(about the
Columbine High School shoot-
ings) but we were so much fur-
. ther nlong in terms of the way

we work with our cities, the way

we work with our police. I think

ono of the things I will i

The payoff

“Gotting to ace those kinds of
things, those are things that the
goneral public doesn’t get to
sce,” Sharp said, “Therc’s the
(Farmington Avea PTA-spon-
sored) Reflections program, (dis-
playing) the talent these kida
havo beginning in kindergarten.

“The payafl for the long hours
that we put in, (or the volun-
teerism we put in, is sceing the
kida and seeing the kida excel. It
really doea maoke it all worth it.”

Protecting the future of the

d by pri-

Bohool Board: Appoint-
ed in 1998 to fill vacancy;
electad to one-year term in
Juno 1699,

Family: Wife, Terrie:
sods, Andrew, 11; Ryan, 8.

Education: Bachelor of
arts In political science
from the University of Ari.
zonn; lnw degree from Pep-
perdine Univeraity. E

Occupation: Attorney,
Foley " & Manafield in
Bloomfield Hills, o

Other: Youth baseball
snd football coach for the

arts departments in F
achools is one rcason why he
wants to continue as one of the
district's caretakers, particularly
during an ern where atate fund-

North Farmington West
Bloomfield Little League;
youth baskatball coach at
the YMCA. ” .

ing of public ed ion is about
as iffy ns whether or not Juan
Gonzalez will sign n contract
with the Detroit Tigers,

Speaking of dollars and athlet-
ics, one of Sharp's goals on the
board ia for the district to do
maore to fund school sports pro-

"ams.

“I would like to sce us be in n
position where we can get rid of
the poy-for-play sports (such as
the unified high achool hockey
team) and fund them,” said
Sharp, who is a youth sports
conch in his spare time,

Fulfilling a promise

Also important items on the
board member's check list are
completing projects from the
1987 bond issue, and following
through on the clementary
scleonl‘utudy and expansion of

public debate about important
topics such as vouchers.

“Does it (uncontested.race)
restrict getting the issues out?
Ne. I think both Prill (Priscilla
Brouillette) and 1 have been
available,” he eaid. “We talk to
groups all the time. Part of what
1 do with the voucher presenta-
tions is also nsk parents about
any concerna about the board or
other issues.

*There needs to be testing of
the issues, There necds to be
testing of the individuala run-
ning.”

‘There probably will be no
greater test this year than the
brewing battle over vouchers. In
November, voters will decide
whether to amend the state con-
stitution. A successful amend-
mm:! would open the door in

to emphasize over the next four
years is our very close working
relationship with the cities.”

H On Monday, June 12,
voters wlil re-elect
Broulilette and Sharp
to four-year terms on
+ the Farmington schoo
. hoard. .
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Saturn of Ann Arbor
734-769-3991

Satsrn of Farmington Hills
248-473-7220

Satuern of Lakeside
810-286-0200

Saturn North .
| 248-620-8800 :

" Satum of Plymonth
734-453.7890

Saturn of Southfield
248-354-6001

Saturn of Southgate
734-246-3300

:&:mm of Tray
248-643-4350

+ Satutrn of Warren
810-979-2000
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Payments based on 2000
“Saturn LS and an M.S.R.D. of
$16,310, Thirty-eight monthly
payments total $9.842. Option
to purchase at lease end for
an amount to be determined at
lease signing. Primary lending
sonrce must approve lease.
Delivery must be taken from
participating retailer by 6/30/00,
Mileage charge of $.20 per
niife over 39,000 miles. Lessce
Ppays for excess wear, Payments
may be higher in somte states.
*Actual mileage may vary
with driving conditions—use
only far comparison purposes.
©2000 Saturn Corporation.
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About bond iasue projects,
Sharp said the district is “defi-
nitely in the home stretch. We
want to make sure that all the
K-12 buildings are having done
what was promised to voters at
the time of the bond issue.”

According to Sharp, the lack of
a contested race ian't minimizing

far vouchers to private
and parochial schools — which
would reduce funding for public
education,

For months, Sharp has been
one of the board leaders in the
fight against the proposal. He
nlso participoted in an informa-
tioi:al video on the topic, a pro-

TNAKER BIRMINGHAM. (URNITURE,
LS00 WOODWARD AVENUL, BIRMINGHAN, AL 45009 248 5939008
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Namo: Gary Sharp Betweon now and November,
u.:?z aid . Sharp intenda to be foeding
Residence: Farmington information to whoover will take
Hiils -{ itin. That is the challenge.

“Unlese somothing directly
affects o person thoy tend not to
listen or take the time to become

2 d,” Sharp bosized
*Seventy percent of our residents
don't have scheol-nge children, |
and yet society benefits every : .
day from the kids who come out -
of the public school system. .

*So they really should take the -
time. But jt’s going to be very :.
difficult to get the message out .
and to get the truth out.” :

Sharp alse wante to sot the
record strajght on n perception
by some that the school board -
o united group ~ fits snugly into

the pocket of Superintendent .
Bob Maxfieid. o

“I can understand where the™ |
perception comea from, because
the board is an incredibly cohe-' :

aive group,” Sharp aaid. "We
don't have rancor at the meets.. '
ings, We have an incredibly good,..
working relationship with our
administration, starting with Dr.
Maxfield. ... (But) are we a rubs.-.
ber stamp? Absolutely not.”

He noted a recent board deci-
sion to reject the ndministra-
tion's plan to upgrade portables
at Farmington High School. :

“We sent the ndministration
back to rework that plan, which
they did,” Sharp continued.
.. That's just the Intest incident
in which the board has not
agreed with an initial plan set
forth from the adminiatration.”™

Meanwhile, Sharp is Jooking
forward to serving a full termon |
the board, continuing to employ
his chosen profession to deal
with complex school district .
issucs, B

1 really enjoy this,” Sharp !
said. “The thing I enjoy the most *
about the board are the people. -
It is just a great group of people &
to work with. It's also intellectus
ally stimulating. There are many
things that go on, from a legal
nature, within the district tha
T've been able to help with.”
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