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ichard III may have been
willing to give up hia king-
dom for o horse beforo his
dofeat to tho first Tudor king,
Henry VII
+ But the place whero horsc iz
;ho king is Loxington, Kentucky.
And the highlight of any trip
to Bluegrass Ccuntry {8 a visit to

if you go...

o The Web slito is ky

[tucg.com/tour; Kentucky.com

year,

tho stat: ky Horao
Park, immediately off of I-75 at
xit 120. The meticulously main-
tained facility is 1,000 acres of
farmland, paddocks and horas

barns,

‘ In todny 's cyber world, thia
homage to all breeds of horses is
decidedly down-homo and low-

tech.

. Lexington is about five or six
hours from Detroit, making this
a nice Jong weekend trip, The
Kentucky Horso Park is a great
place to start your visit in the
heartland of Kentucky. The
farm's hands-on nature appeals
particularly to kids,

- Features include: s

! & A parade of brecds at 11
a.m. and 2 p.m. cach day at the
breeda arena. Thore's plenty of
senting and the horses you'll aco
in the broeds parade can be
viewed before the show in the
barn that aurmunds the parade
grounds on three sidea.

> After the show anyone — espe-
cially kids - can pot the horses
and talk to the costumed riders.

B A hall of champions presen-

tation. Three times a day the
horse park’s most famous guesats,
811 "oquine millienaires” or top
winnors, are brought into a
small arena whero you can get a
clossup view ~ tho kind of look a
buyer might get — at the best in
horse flesh.
»:The current star at KHP is
Cigar, a thoroughbred and two
time Horse of the Year who won
ulmout $10 million before retir-
ing. The Hall of Chumplous nar-
rator said one-third of all visitors
come just to sec the great cham.
pion.

‘Why is he at the park? The
headline in the Lexington paper
tella the story: Cigar: All smoke
and no sire. Cigar’s valuo as stud

July,

In August. If you are looking for

Is Imh.org/khp/; You can see a virtua! tour of Lexington ot

Including the Laxington Herald-Looder, the local dally paper.

M The Kentucky Horse Park is open year around but once cold
woather sots in In October they closs on Monday and Tuesdey.
Many horse and music events are held at the park throughout the

This past week, for axample, featured a big bluegrass festival. A
festival Is sct for weekends later this month and early

M One popular KHP event is “Southern Nights,” a Christmas light
festival where cars are allowed to drive through the park. This year
the shows start Nov, 17 and end Dec. 31, dusk to 10 p.m.

M Genera! admission for adults i3 $16 (kids are $11, under &
free) but that price drops when the China show leaves the mussum

Derby, Its down the road from Lexlnmon In Loulsville on 1-84. '

com; The horse park site

loads to many links and guides,

Churchlll Downs, the homa of the

in retirement waa zero aa he pro-
duced no offspring; as of May,

"about campgrounds; the park
'{uelr has 260 paved sites vmh
There's o swi

1999, ho is on indefinite loan to
the park by the owners.

M A mare and fonl show is hold
every day at noontime during
the summoer, but you can often
get o look before Memorial Day
by walking through the Big
Bamn.

The barn is mammoth, one of
the largest wooden barne in
North America.

@ A short, free trolley tour on
wagons pulled by masaive draft
horses runs every 16 minutes.
The draft horso barn houses
matched pairs of several of these
giant horses, including Clydes-
dnles, Belgiana and Shires. The
stall js friendly and will willing-
ly give you a 30-minute dis-
course on why the "beer wagon”
horacs are really not the largest.

Carriage rides, | rid-

pool, bathhouscs, grocery atore
nnd shuttles to the park
grounds.

Therc’s plenty to see and do
around Lexington, including
touring the countryside with its
miles of wooden fences and green
pastures for horses. Many roads,
or pikes, around Lexington are
lined with limestone stone
fences; beautifully maintained
gates and lanes bayond lead to
stately homes.

Beforo making the trip call the
free Lexington phone number
(800)845-3868 (Web site
www,via{tlex.com) and ask for
their packnge of information.

You'll get an excellent map
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Showing off: The Hal{ of Champions show is held twice daily.

ways to get to see the private
farms around tho arca: a seat on
a regular guided tour, a private
guide for a custom tour, a hoof-
it-yourself trip arranged by call-
ing individual farms. Surprising-
ly many famous private farms
give a variety of access to the
genoral public; plan ahead and
maoke reservations. No farm will
let you just “drop in.”

trip to Bardstown for a tourof a
distillery or a visit to the planta-
tion that inapired Stephen Fos-
ter to write “My Old Kentucky
Home."

If its aconery you are after,
travel on down 1-75, exit at Lon-
don and make a quick jaunt over
to Cumberland Falls State
Resort Park. Thoy are currently

the park and falls are still per-
fect for an afternoon visit.

Even with plenty else to sce
and do, it's the horse that is king
hero, and the Kentucky Horse
Park is Camelot.

Doug Johnson iz a retired
Livonia school teacher who lives
with his wife in Plymouth Town-

many of the famous horse You may want to think about o redoing tho visitors center but  ship,
farms around Lexi and a
small publicativn *Horae Farm

ing tours and 40-minute carriage
;-idcs aro available for an ndded
ee.

B Also at the park is the
Musceum of the Horse, which is
currently featuring *Imperial
China: Tho Art of the Horae in
Chinese History," a exhibition
that includes 300 artifacts high-
lighted by 13 life-aize figures
from the torra cotta Army of
China’s first emperor. The China

- show is on until Aug, 31.

M Many southeast Michigan
residents coll the park inquiring

Tours” which dotnils sovornl

attic.

That's right—

You can't!

Stuff you don't need anymore, Stuff that’s be
piling up in the garage, or the basement or t}

Get rid of it with with a c]asmﬁed ad in your
hometown newspaper. We're so sure you'll be
able to sell your stuff with three ads, that if;
don’t, we'll run your ad three more times free,

Sell it in three or we’ll run

it for FREE—

three more times!
How can you beat that?

So, what you do is this:

Tell us you want our special three-ad deal, then if, heaven forbid!, your stuff
is still sitting around after the first three have run, call us and let us know
and we'll run your ad absolutley free in the next three editions of your

'6ﬁer doos not apply 1o Roal Estats, Apartments,
Participants must purchase three ads aithough it may tal.a only one or two &ds to sel tha tom({a) advertisad.
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QOakland County —
Wayne County —
Rochester-Rochester Hills — 248-852-3222

Clarkston, Lake Orion, Oxford — 248-475-4596
Vish our website: www.obsener-eccontric.com

of Garage Sale ads.
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248-644-1070
734-591-0800
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This coupon valld for one chance
to win a new vehicle during
“A Ticket To Ride” promotion.

Redeemabile only st the 1 Floor Club Metro dooth between
£:00 A.M. Monday and 5:00 P.M. Friday, June 128 through 23, 2000,

Chuvmlnl S-.‘ltl‘ Plcknp
AR

i s et e s i

e argp
u--n-—.-v-o.
-

1€ you bee more than you can afford to buse,
you've got 4 problem. Call 1:800-270-7117
foe confidential help.
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