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Recent district court Mzcrosoft deczéz;bn ends an era

Pe : mattor
e ow  you
Mixe cut it up,

Microsaft’s
glory doys are
over.
Gane for good.
And  while
most logal
exports think
the company
will fare bettor
in the appollato
courta  than
. with District
-Judge Thomas Jackson, the drib-
le and drab of o Emlmcwd legul
- battle over the breakup order
will continue to chip awey at the
eorporntlun 's power nnd profits.
. More importantly, say many of
’.hu tolecommunications industry
movers and shakers I talked to
thia past week whilo covoring
: the huge SUPERCOMM exhibi.
ion in Atlantae, the breakup
rder also breaks Microsoft's
concentration and momentum.

H MIKE
. . WENDLAND
——

-+ When the decision came down

drdering the breakup Wednes-
day, thoro was a wave of buzzes,
rings and digital tones echeing
‘through the Georgis World
Congrosa Centor. Exocutives
rom the telecommunications
. 'mdullry and technology leaders
the conf were

one 's ears,

It scemed to me that fow poo-
plo scemed surprised, But [ nnw
o lot of head shaking. People at
the confoeronce were cloarly not
happy to hear the breakup order,

One CEO of o medium-aized
networking corporation told mo
that while ho was no fan of
Microsoft he foars a chilling
offect throughout tho whole high
tach industry. The bloom has
gone off the now oconomy, he
said, oxplaining that the domi-

B The chalrman sald
the Detrolt problem
was not unique and
that competitive dis-
putos and technology
snafus affecting the
rollout of high speed
DSL Internet accoss
across the nation must
end.

Keonnard nld complnhﬂl
about DSL installation deldys
and configuration problems from
frustrated consumers and busi.

nnd office und w thanka to wire.
n!ogy . to the automo-

ile.
A new wiulau aubscriber is

ness users are coming intothe . nddad every ten seconds today
FCC in increasing numbers. Ho - and Brown says the new digital
safd a number of those ‘com-- means that

plaints seom to be "turf prob-’ ‘expoct to be able to do overy-
lems” in which tho telephone i g they now do on a station-
monopolies aro intentionally * ary device or desktop computer
dragging their feet in releasing ' on o pirtable or mobile device,

and activating DSL service to
third party suppliers.
Konnard warned tba:n |;nl

nance of Microsoft sofl 0
makea most tech firms roliant on
the company end thus now con-
fused about future upgrades and
software compatibility.

Aa for Microsoft itself, there
was almosat pity.

“I'vo hod probably two dozon
Microsoft people send me their
resumes in the past two weeks,”
sald ono exee, "And these are top
leve) people. There's going to be
a masalve brain drain becausa
all those options (pald Microsoft
employces} aro now warth dras-
tlenlly less than they wero

fore.”

And that, in the long run, may
hurt the company more than the
breakup. The mosat valuable
assot any high tech firm has is
its peoplo. How willing
Mi ft'a tol d workors will

beeped, paged and ealled. Wire-
loas phones went up to every-
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Itcm- from the Observerland
area for the Business Calendar
dan be sent to: Observer Newspa-
per, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia,
M1 48150 attention: Rence
Skoglund. Call (734) 953-2128.
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TUES, JUNE 13
CAREER WOMEN

The Weat Suburban Chapter of
National Association of Careor
‘Women will meot 11:45 a.m. at
Erncsto’s Restaurant, 41661
Plymouth Road, Plymouth, Cost:
$18 for members and $22 for
pon-members. For more infor-
mation, call Tracey Huff (248)

BUSINESS OWNERS .
‘The National Association of
‘Women Buainess Owners-
‘Greater Dotroit Chapter will
hold their monthly breckfast
meeting 8-9 a.m., Tuesday at
Cleary Col]ego, 3801 Piymouth
Road, Ann Arbor in the Student
l.pungu. The speaker ia Leslie
‘Rzeznik of Whomp Web Designs.
No cost. Call Jennifer Rice at

> (734) 668-7030.
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e T LY NG et R e el AN AATELAIRNSITEAN

NVESTMENT SEMINAR
Learn how to eliminate taxes on
yuur investments and guarantee
Tetirement income by attending
'a freo seminar, “Investing Smart
for Today’s Tax Environment,”
‘offered by PaineWebber 6:30-
8:30 p.m. at AmeriSuites, 19300
‘Hoggerty Road, Livonia, Reser-
;nunns required< Call (734) 953-
937,

‘WED, JUNE 14

'WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS

. The National Assoclation of

- Women Business Owners will

' :meet T:45-8 a.m. at Border's,
‘34300 Woodward, Birmingham
for networking and presenta-
tions by member businesses. No
cost. Refreshmonts available for
purrhase. Call Gail Parker at
8) 952-7368.
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HUR, JUNE 15
BUSINESS WORNSHOP
'l'ho 8ervica Corps of Retired
Enccutives will offor a busincss
Pldn workshop 8:46 2.m. to noon
ntthe Ono Stop Capital Shop,
2051 Rosn Parks Bivd,, Dotroit.
Topics includo financial atate-
iments, cxample business plans,
bolircea of held, $40 por person.
£1ll SCORE nt (313) 226-7847
wackdnys between 10 a.m. and 3

P.m. to reginter.

G TRUSY SEMINAR

verything you wanted to know
about trusts versus wills, A free
#eininnr, “Living Trust &
Wealth Prescrvation,” is offered
by:PaineWebber 6:30-8:30 p.m,
at:AmoriSuites, 19300 Hnggerty
Ru;d Livonia, Call (734) 983-
8987,

—————
FRI, JUNE 16

PHE-SUSINESS WORNSHOP
Thn Service Corpa Of Retired

ives will offer a worksh
fox peoplo thinking of apening o
bupincss 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. $40.

be to remain during the uncer-
tainty of the next couple of yoars
will be as important to the com-

SALES
FINAL_

4| Cherlsh Toddles Beors f§

pany's future os tha logal
appenls,

Disputes must end

Ono of the kay movers and
shakers I got a chance to button-
hole for an intorview was
WlllinmJ Kennard, chairman of

o FCC,

Amld.n all tho hype about DSL
and broadband accesa at the
show, I wanted to soc if Kennard
was as concerned as many of the
Detroit callers are to my radio
show about the difficulty of got-
ting DSL.

Tho chairman said the Dotroit
problem was not unique and
that competitive disputes and
technology snnfus affecting the
rollout of high apeed DSL Inter-
net accosa across the nation
must end.
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the

quickly deals with the diffi
ties, pressure from the public
may force rogulatory actions.
The public, said Kennard,
clnmoring for broadband acces

and the industry nnads to be *

more responsive,

Mobile revolution
Wirelesa phones will soon out-
number fixed phones. In fact,

according to EDS Chairman °
Dick Brown, who keynoted n sea. .

sion nt SUPERCOMM, already
fifty percont of the world haa '
never heard a dial tone. .

By 2002, wircless phones will - .

number 1 billion, compnred to-
the 800 million hardwired fixed -
phones today. Browa -told
SUPERCOMM sttendces that -
the new tread is “info-comimuni..

cations.” It'a porhaps best- beinx
soen in the convargence of fnter. ;

not technology from the homs .

- Brown says when the history
" books are written, pnople will

allow consumers to watch their
cars being built online, through
Web cams.

As one nnalyst told me:
*Detroit is driving dwa]opmmt
of a huge u‘msnt of the Inte
net these days and may weutw
ally be to the taucnmmnnlcl-
tions industry what Silicon Val-
ley in to the dot com industry.”

Mike Wendland covers the
Internet for NBC-TV Newschan-
nel ions across the country.

call this,new age the
‘mobile revolution.

‘Along those same lines, I
sheard a lot of talk by technology
nnalyl!l in Atlanta about the
nmeuive use of the Internet by
Detroit automakers, particular
- General Motors and its high tech
“e-GM" division, which just
announced plun- that would

He is the author of a series of
Internet books. You can reach
him through his Web site at
http:/ lwww.pemike.com and
hear him Monday through Fri-
day at 6:26 p.m. on NewsRadio
950, WWJ, and on Saturdays
and Sundays from 4-6 p.m. on
TalkRaodio 1270, WXYT.
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Mlchlgan s Largest
Selection of Quality
Patio Furniture!

12-Month CD

With a 24-Month Guarantee!

Come [n and be Surprised

« Patlo Furniture
» Patlo Accessories
» Swimming Pools
* Pool Accessories

Cornwell Pool & Patlo carrles

the natlon's most elegant
brands and models of outdoor
furniture llke Winston, Homecrest, Hatteras,
Woodward wrought Iron, Lloyd-flanders
wicker and aluminum and motel

ANN ARBOR
3500 Pontlac Trall
(734) 662-3117

PLYMOUTH
874 W. Ann Arbor Road
(734) 459-7410 §

ﬁ Store Hours: Mon,, Thurs. &, Fl, 10-8; Tues. & Sat. 10-6; Sun, 124 Closed Wed.

Call (313) 226.7947 weekd
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7.00%

$5,000 minimum CD deposiz, plus savings or
checking account with,$10,000 combined balance

6.85*

$5,000 minimum CD depasit, plus savings or
checking account with $2,500 combined balance

6.75%

o . $5,000 minimum CD deposit

Lock in one of these great rates now for 12 months, If
you leave your funds on deposit at maturity, we'll roll over
your deposit for another 12 months at the same great rate!

RePUSLIC
S

Bloomfield Hills » 1700 N, Woodward, Suite B (248) 138-5300
Farmlagma Hilla * 31155 Northwentern Highway (248} 737-0444
Plymouth « 186 5. Main Street (734) 459-7800
Norchville * 39901 W. Eight Mile Road (248) 735-0778
1-800-758-0753
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