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Hills firefighters learn tricks of life-saving trade

BY JoNT HUBRED
ETAYY WRITER
jhubred@oe.homecomm.nat

Using shaving croam during
the extrication of victims from a
wreckod car might not sound
liko a good Ides, but it works,

Firefighters from Farmington
Hills loarned about that toch-
nique at this week's Transporta-
tion Emorgency Response Com.
mittoo (TERC) rescus compoti-
tion, held at Henry Ford Com-
munity College in Dearborn.

Tho two Hills teams that
entered ploaced high in both cate-
gorios of competition, with and
without hydroulic power tools,

Team 1 = John Wells, Donnis
Hughes, Steve Beibel, George
Bakor, Brian Gallison and David
Jones - placed second averall
and in the “unlimited” competi-
tion with power tools,

Team 2 - Sgt. Kathryn Baker,
Lt. Dennis Atkins, Robert Craw-
ford, Michael Crawford, Robert
Picard, Robert Quinn and alter-
nate Adam Jenovai ~ took firat
place in the “Nmited” category,
without hydraulica.

After the competition, teams
discussed the techniques they
used and the problems they
encountered. The shaving cream
was suggested ns a way to
reduco glass dust ercated when
rescuors cut through wind-
shiclds.

“We pick up tricks of the
trade,” 2aid Doputy Chief Pote
Baldwin of the annual event.
“Some of the things sound a lit-
tlo unorthodox, but they’re tried
by other communities, and they
work.”

The threo-day event begins
with a training session, followed
by the rescue competition.
Teams of o half-dozen firefight-
ors are given 20 minutes to
extricate a dummy trapped in a
vehicle that has been crushed,
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Demonstrations: In photos above and below, firefighters put rescue training tech-

niques to the test.

They can choose to work with
hydraulic power equipment like
the “jaws of life,” or with mure
common tools.

“What we're finding is some of
the ordinary tools are effective,
when used in tho proper way,”
Baldwin said,

Ford Motor Company donates
brand new vehicles, giving fire.
fighters the opportunity to prac-
tice on statc-of-the-art equip-
ment., Each car or truck is lifted
and dropped, assaulted by a
front end loader, and some aro
even trapped against concrete
barriers.

*They’ll create a realistic acci.
dent to deal with,” Baldwin said.

oy get very creative.”

‘What firefighters learned over
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the three-dny period last year
was put into cffect almost imme-
diately, he added.

The competition is sponsored
by the Metropolitan Affaira
Coalition.

nbled people go through in regu.
lar Jife,” anid Eisenhower sixth
grader Alleysha Tucker, whoso
Cloverdale mate was Kelsey
Nordatrom. "And to be nice to
them instond of laughing and
pointing.”

.—Jhers was laughing going on
Wednesday. But tho laughs
were when Alloysha and Kelsoy
blew large bubbles together, cre-
ated glittory picture frames or
ate lunch,

Students received picture
frames from which to insert pho-
tographa taken of themselves
and their pen pals,

“At the beginning of the year !
thought they were really differ-
ent than us,” said Kasey Peshek,
an Eisenhower sixth grader and
pen pale of Cloverdale’s William
Burden, “Mzw 1 think they have
many things in common with us,
. We're all people and we all
think the same.”

To the hoop: Alex Dailey
drives for the basket.

Getting acquainted

Teaming up for field day
games of adapted basketball and
adapted bowling were Kurt
Sovey and Alex DeGrave, of
Eisenhower and Cloverdale,
respectively.

“I learned that they're just
people liko us, only a little differ-
ent,” Kurt said.

Leading Circle of Friends were
Cloverdale occupational thera-
piat Kelly Vogelheim and her ais-

Getting started: T}xe children head out for an after-
noon of fun, games and getting to know each other.

ter, hower teacher Becky
Kley.
“The benefit to their kids,”
Vogelheim said, “is letting them
know about our kids’ disabilitics.
Basically, our kids aren’t that
much different than anybody
olse. They have strengths and
weaknesses, 100.”

Kley said the program, for her
class, was a life-changing experi-
cnce.

“I know they respect people
with differcnees and disabilities,
obvioualy more than they did
before,” Kley said, "And they
learned more about themselves,
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Fun time: Kayla Schulmeister blows bubbles for her
pen pal, Tara Artuch of Cloverdale.

“This has ended up spiraling
into something I never knew was
possible. I think the kids are just
having a great day.”

On Wednesday, after lunch,
the youngsters took part in
seven activities: bubble-blowing,
crafts and pictures, bean bag
tosses, acnsory activities (using
Ploy-Doh, for example), adapted
bewling, adapted basketball and
a hot potato toss. Refreshments
included Sno-Cones and popeorn.

Circle of Friends recently was
honored by the Michigan Educa-
tion Association in its “Showeas-
ing Public School Succesa 2000°
recognition program, Kley said.

Trash can limits due to be enforced

By Tiy SMITIt
AY? WRITER
tsmithGoo.homecomm.net

It's a dirty, heavy job and
somebody hne to do it. But it's
gotting foo henvy, and trash
houlers apparently are getting
picky about it

As of June 186, the only trash
cans to bo collected in the ity of
Farmington by Waste Manage-
ment sanitation workers will
weigh no mere than 32 pounds.
1f a colloctor still encounters
overaized containors on the
route, those will not bo emptied,
an official for Southficld-based
Waste Manegement, Ine, told
Farmington City Council mem-
bers on Monday night.

Residonts and businesses have
had a fair warning, said Kevin
Gushman, director of Farming-
ton's Depnrtment of Public Ser-
vices,

“Thoy'vo been tagging them,
tolling thom these are not being
accopted anymore,” Gushman

FARMINGTON CITY
COUNCIL

snid, "It's becn over o month and

Because owners ean roll them to
the curb, and do not have to {ift
them, they don't und d the

tracted by Farmington and
Farmington Hills, and other
{cipnlities, to collect trash.

physical wear and tear trash
hauler's encounter, said Waste
Management's Tom Horton,

a half aince the stickering pro-
cces begnn,

Trash cans deomed too big are
being alapped with orange stick-
ers, basically informing them of
that fact,

People can still use the lavger
containers they are becoming
accustomed to, added Gushman,
referring to Rubbermaid recepta-
clea called “Bruiser” or “Brute.”
But owners must ompty the con.
tonts, gonorally plastic bags of
garbage,

*“They can still usa them to
transport trash,” to the curh,
Gushman aaid. "Just empty the
container and return (it} to the

arage.”

Those containers often weigh
40, 50 or 60 gallons when full,
and are usunlly on whoela.

icipal marketing
for the Michigan Region.

Trash talk

“WVith smaller containers they
can handle it much eagier,” Hor-
ton said to council. *A Inrger con.
tainer still represents potential
dangoer to workers.”

Larger trash cans are much
more awkward to lift, nnd con
result In spinal injuries to work-
era, Horton snid. Meanwhile, he
emphasized that it won't matter
if an oversized container ia half-
full or not when they sca one at
the curb.

Horton noted that workera will
agssume thoy weigh moro than
the 32-gallon limit, and fat-out
will not 1ift thom ns of June 18,

Waste Management is con-

For years, it has been specified
{n contracts between the compa-
ny and individual cities that
piek-up weight cannot exceed 32
gallons, But those contracts
rarely have been enforced,

It now is cvident that if there
was a hands-off approach to
enforcement, it is being jotti-
soned,

“Most peaple don't realize the
average worker picks up 20 to 22
tons of material a dny,” said Hor-
ton, explaining the overdue
enforcement of weight limita.
tions. “It becomes very impor-
tant from a health standpoint
thnt they encounter containers
on their route that are anfe to
handle.”

The first day for the company
to not nceept oversized contain-
era in Farmington Hills was
Monday, June 5.
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