Let’s hear it for
the dads - fabric
of family life

our prescnt-day soclety is the

@ absenco of fathers, Thero are

cowirdly fathers who!leave, those
gutloss wonders who nover oven
admit paternity, and a fow heart-
branklng cases where fnlhuu huve
1o there aro

muthou whe opt to have children
without bonefit of marringe then raiso
them without fathers, thinking they
can fill both roles,

Today, segments of our culture view
a father as dispensablo, someono they
can _protond to not need, discredit,
find fault with, try to substitute for,
Yot a father is as necessary to the
family as rain to the earth, and soci-
oty s suffering without them. -

I often connider what my life would
have been liko without a father, and I
hava cogeluded that, had he been
absoat, there would be a gaping, man-
sizod holn in tho fabric of my life for.

ever, ' |

Dads hang tough
Probably more than a men even
realizes, it is a slgn of truly arriving
when ho earns the right to be called
“dad,” Dads nre tho guys who hang
tough, thoss who aro with thelr fami.
lips through eve: g, Thoy are fre-
quomly behind-the-scenes breadwin-
ners who provide the general support-
ing itructure of the family,
Dads are the men who show up, in
. ‘spith of the scropes and gashes of pep-
aration, divorce, re-marriage, step-
parenthood or an endless lwlt ut

16 of tha saddeat conditions in

HomeETowN

H Parents and kids train
side-by.side at this karate
school in Farmington’s
Uptown Plaza. -

BY KA‘m!l O'DONOHUR

lt'q pntty much what you'd oxpect to.”
woe !and hear in any martial arts
“dojasig” — traditional white uniforms
with different color belts, sounds of
physical exortion, Korean commands
apoken sbruptly, lota of oncourage-
mont, and roplies of *Yes, sirl” and
“Yos, ma'am!® goneroisly peppering
the scasion.

The gnjoymont ia obvious, while
other benofita may be losa so.

Today at Formington Uptawn Plum l
Profesgional Karate 8chool of A

Karate kids

“Wae like poople to commit to six
montha or a year, or if thoy chooss nat
to continue'wo nsk for a 30-day notice.”

There’s nheo additional testing and
equipment fees, though tho school is a
mart{al arts luppllor, which helpg con-

. »tain some of tho cost,

Pitcheg belioves salf-defonsa helps
" kidn becauss “the thinga thoy lenrn
.here they take outside of our ac ol
and uso ut home and school to bo

their gradet, their cooperative, et!'om. )

1t helps them appreciate thelr pdrents
for bringing them to class and getting
them into a positive activity.”

Redford residont Sherry Schwedt
belleves it definitely worka. Her aon,
Matthow, 8, an orange belt, is now
leading a group of atudents, Her
daughter, Nicholo, 12, trains as woll,
Mutthaw firat took karato last fall

a P

1 Karate School

Michall Authior and hia children - Tia,
9, Bhauna, 7 and Michael, 5 ~ train
while mom, Cyd, sita on the nldo

My son started four months ego and
he looked like ho was having so much
{fun I declded I wonted to join and my
daughters wanted to join, too,” Michae!
Sr. said.

Cyd Authier describos some of tho
advantages,

*They loarn reapect, solf-disciplino
and they have fun doing it. My hus-
band joined or!xlnully for tha kids, but
now ho lkes it.”

0 Auth.(nn have found an advanta-
geous way to spend quality timo as
they all work’out and learn martiat
arts together.

Stands apart

Second-dogree black belt Duane
Pitcher and his wife, Valerie, have
operated the achool for a year and a
half. With so many choices available,
what. makes this martial arts school *
different from tho others?

“We're family oriented,” Pitchor said.
“Wa've mado it affordabic for families,
We ‘encourage them to train togothor.
‘Woe bring parents on the floor to partie-
lputa.with us, nnd whnn Lhay do thls

assorted present-day inter-
calamities,, phogate. add:waht to bo

.| .<-part of | the Yivew théyitielpad brlng

~into, thn.wcrld(l’hnfm the . amnz“a

‘1" poopla:who eren’t ur proud o kni

" aside a small chi

,.appreciato the grubby bug in his dirty
little hand or to uss thosa same knces
in the humblo act of prayer.

Deds are men who know what
they’re about and don’t have to be told
by the world. Guys who coach ball
teams, bait fishing hooks, who stand
on the sidelines and cheer on thelr kid
oven when she scores a gonl for the
oppoaing toam or runs in the wrong
direction. Dad:{s the one who opens '
the peanut butter lid that 18 other

t
. you can't find anylhun ﬂu. PERIR T

to survey and °

hat

"lel about the coat of & Mchmﬂd s

~-howthess kids are

mini-session offored at his uhool

“It'a o really nice program,” Sherry
Schwedt safd. “Matthew's an active boy
who's got to go, go, go, and he's wanted
to do karato since ho was 3, but wo
waited.”

Teaches self-discipline

Bchwedt sald karate helped her son
with his tomper,

“Karate haa totally calmed him down
and given him more direction. You're
not hero to learn to fight, but to learn
how to got out of a fight. Parents
appreciate that. Also, Matt has asthma
and this ia tho one thing that hasn't
caused problems for him.”

8chwedt snid her daughter wan very
shy and now she participates in every-
thing.

“Her teachers oven noticed and com-
monted: ahe is tha first kid to raise her
hand in clnss, Hor sclf-cateem has gone
L through the roof. She's a totally differ-
ont child. My husband signed up to
spend time with the kids, and it's real-
ly become a way of life with them. He
has lost 30 pounds since January.
‘Thore'a been lots of benefita,

Another aspect the mom likes is “the
instructor has children my children's
oges, Ho has a totnl undenhngl

1

Weddings B3:
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Martial arts is a family affair at this local school

Moves: Az .
left, Duane
Pitcher
leads class. -
Below,
Christie

.| Pitcher and
Brittany
Matthews at
practice at -
Professional
Karate
School of .
Americain
Farming-
ton's
Uptown

8 Plaza, Many
families take
43 classes
d together.

out of line, a punishmont might be 10
push-ups. Schwedt admits her family
ahopped around thoroughly before |

y El:kinx thfu kurato school and have °

they nced, nnd he makes it fun for

t_l)gn;ﬁ-"..;,, L L
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takes a positive npproach.:If someone's

Ural Interiors, Inc, of Fnrmlngton

: A‘Hillu, and Pnula Boegner,‘owner of

“It’s gtill a man's world, I's nice to °

Design & Build
manager of Huntington Bank in Farm-
ington Hill :

people have “locsened.”” know from a profosaional standpoint . A
. thai there are women out there who Most of the dozen women members
Balancing act : aupport cach other,” says Marcia Fron-  are business owners, Many are winnera
Dads are also the pnopla with the tier, owner of Frontier & Associatea of the prestigious Athena Award. Their
firm hands who Ionrn gate deli- I Co. of i 3 doys are e whirlwind of business and
cato tigh id She's king about the Pi { family and they belong to
und dlractlon with the jonnl Wi R ble | hed five a myrind of business and professional

der grip nocessary to moke eyo
coutact with a “noedy”, child. They’re
guys who aron't afraid to be fathers;
te l&nnd as an mn}:;!a’kn;Lt.n meot Shn

von adolescents, get in thoir faces stz
let them know DAD IS BOSS anu
thore are etill linea one docan't cross
in his houso ~ men.self-assured
enough to let their children not be
their frionds and sometimen evon
hate thom, but who meto out punish.
mont ns desorved.

Todoy’s dads who are in the game
nre taking an active role with their
familics moro than ever, Thoy're
everywhere, from delivary reoms to
school committees and teacher confor-
ences, at the aupermarket checkout,
and even running the kitchon appli-
ancos, Though they imay have the

-toch gadgeta and toys, dads don't
need pagers and portable phones, lap-
tops, aix-figure incomes, or anything
otrusr than willing hands to realize
their importance. Thoy rocognize
what counts {a thelr moaning in the
lxlivu of vory small onu. not corporats

. Sdll many dada m lika I romom-
. ber mlne' the quiet hero providing for
hh family - doing whatever it takes;
tho man in avery houss who held his
child's undying adoration, tho same
guy you nover wanted to cross. The
man with the rough hands who cut
the graga, throw n football, under-
stood how to use power tools, but was
humsan and manly enough to shed a
toar at his daughter's wodding.
Dads are the charncters who so

ofton soem to bo.in tho background -

but aro actually always in the fore-
front of a child's mind and heart.

I really do feel sorry for those
fathers who drop out and the ciildren

—,—‘—nm-mrm:u

homaetownne

years ngo by Nurten Ural, owner of

Roundtable:
Seated,
Paula Boeg-
ner, Lindd
Jolicouer,
Marcia Fron-
tier and
Kathy Hieta-
la; back row,
Sharon Hain
Gaber,
Nurten Ural,
Norma
dams,
Sherry
Pianko,
Terry
Deichert and

not pictured.

organizations. But they liko tho mmd-

and n former .

- Ural's homo to, share dinner and

~Ken Johnnon, n child psychiatric

social worker at Davis Counscling in ..
*Enrmington Hills; bolisves mnrﬁpl“mh&n

arts can be a real help. For some, thom

tnbln for its Inid back atmosphere.
A safe haven’’

The group meeta once a month jn

unwind, Thero's an opportunity for
businesa networking but also a haven
to share war storics from the business
and home fronts, And be assured
everything anid stays confidentinl,

“A new cliont of mine said it would

be a good group for me,” recalls Fron- |

. I
' are advan in torma 6f self-cont

the diuclpllno and atrategy can hclb
{ (Yot) with some kids who are dlffusely

aggressiv, thoy can get into imitat-
g whe 40 In’the medin’s expo-
sure,to kic! ng, karate, ete.” .
Johnson says. he has scen cunh
iayiasraiping forehll.

wnerst

whojoined the-group last October,
more:nbout gach other's

'pl wo'shore o meal, There's
elu):iont. of, bnalnesa tnlk but hm

thingd, too” w Yol
Frontler Ahnrwd her company, affili:
ated with Nationwida Insurance, four,
yoars agn. Last year, her hunbnnd
' eame to  ork.for her. The couple hns
two sons uttending community college. .
“I haven't gone to every mnnth!y
meoting, My practice is 60 hours &
weok plus sometimes nfter hours. But
the size of the group makes it possiblo

* ta really get to know tho women, unlike
+ a chamber function where we might

Just aay ‘hollo".”

One of tho rules is that each member
be from a different type of busincss, 8o
Frontier ia the only insurance sales-
woman, for example, She has added
soveral members as clienta,

Frontier is on the Ambassndor Com-
mittee for the Farmington/Farmington
Hilla Chamber of Commerce and sings

R - with nn octet which performa in local
* nursing homea and churchea.

Ural, whoso busincss specianlizes in
interior design and is headguartered
on Orchard Lake Rond, started the club
to help women “juggling the stresses of

: home and career life, Somo people said

we'd never Inat but we're still going
strong.”

In fact, Ural snys there'a o waiting
list of potontial membera and a second
club might be formed.

*I think if wo went bigger than 12
people, the group would lose its oﬂ'e:»
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Miss Farmlngton hopefuls visit city council -

BY 'TiM BMITH
BTAYY WRITIR
tamithGoe.homecomm.not

The Farmington City Council lnst
weook received n proview of tha
Wednesday, Junc 21 Miss Farming-
ton/Oakland County Pageant at the
Civic Theatre.

Seven of 10 pagonnt contestonts
stepped up to the podium to introduce
h lves and thoir platfc

County Leslle Roinbold nlso spoke, rav-
ing about her oxperionco the past 12
months,

*] just want to lot you know it's been
an nbsoluu: pleasure working with you
all year,” snid Reinbold to council. “The
year hoa gone by so fnst. Fnrminmn
has bocomo like a second homo to me,”

This year’s pagoant (7 p.m. June 21)
is tha kickoff event for the 2000 Farm-
Ington Arcu anlly Festival, which is

led from Thuraday, June 22

Current Mise Farmi /Oakland

through Saturday, June 24, The
pageant nlso ia being held at the Civic
for the firat time; for many yoars it
took plnce at Viadimir's Banquet Hall
on Grand River.

Introduced weroe the following:

® Victoria Anderson, 20, o North
Fnrmington High School graduate whe
{s entering her junior year at Massa.
chusotta [natitute of Technology.
Anderson intends to help promote
awaroncsa of asthma to help spur now

mirodriqu @oe

aolutions to the respiratory ailment -
which she suffers from herselfll

H Bristol Arnald, 18, n recent gradu.
ato of Walled Lake Central High
Schoo). Arnold's platform centers
around preventing drunken driving,

B Angela Corsi, 18, who recently
gradunted from Mercy High School in*
Farmington Hills. Corsi’s platform is
“Countless Historivs - One Future” -

! Mndonna Emonds, 18, a sophos

" d
ecommine !




