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Keep prowlers away from your home with these vacation tips

Commion sense may tell us to
Jock our doors and windows
before wo leave home. Unfortu-
nateoly, however, more than ene
million burglaries in 1098 wora
committed without forced ontry
because peaple forgot this aimple
safety mansure,
© What clse Invites burglars Into

our home? Somo unintontional
walcoming signs Include over-
grown shrubs covering a home's
eritry points, a messago on the
answering machino offering the
date of your return, n mallbox
overstulfed with mail and n dri-
yewny full of anow with no tire
marks. Referred to as o “larget
of opportunity” by the police, a
home that appears unoccupied
offers o burglar an open invita.
tion to entor.

“It'a enny for peoplo to forget,

the simple, common sense sleps
ta safeguand their residence, The
key s to create an illusion of
overyday nctivity,” says Tony
DoMarco, apokesperson for the
Burglary Prevention, n natlon-
wide non-profit organization
dedieated to educating the public

on | crlmo pmvonlinn measures,

8, o burglary cccurred
in n houle. condominium and
apartmont every 11 seconds.
That translatea to more than 2.3
million burglaries a year,” sayn
DoMarco, a 30-year veteran of
the Chicago Police Deparimont
nnd expert on crimeo provention.

“Peopla need to know that bur-
glaries can bo prevented by pay-
ing attention to the simplest
socurfty es combined

and off lights, radios and televi-
sions at varying times of tho day.
Also, usa them when on vacation
or away for an extonded period
of time to give burglare the
improsaion that someone is
homo.”

| Illuminate the yard aren.
“Darkness in a burglar's best
friend. Doorways and the rear of
the house should be lit with cost-
oﬂ‘cctlvo, low. voltage lluhtluz to
dark spaces,”

with a greater alertneas of your
surroundings.”

10 Simple Steps to Safe-
guard Your Home

DeMarco and the Burglary
Provention Council recommond
tho following 10 ateps for safo-
guarding your home agoinst
intrudera;

B Close and lock all doors
when leaving, even for short
periods, This includes garage or
connecting doors. “Burglars want
casy jobs,” says DoMarco.
“That's why thoy scan homes for
tho wenkest point of entry.”

B Use automatic timera,
“Timers can bo set to turn on

M Lock up ladders, tools and
lawn furniture. “Theso {tems
could be used by burglars to gain
ontry into the home,”

8 Trim your trees and shrubs
surrounding the home. “If ovor-
grown, these areas serve as
foct hiding places for burglars
and allow thom to work unde-
tected.”

R Start a neighborhood watch
program. “Local police depart-
menta can provide materials and
nssist in getting a program start.
ed. In the meantimo, it helps to
bufld n good relationship with
your neighbors, so each one can
watch the other's home while

thoy're away.”

® Use window and door
alarme. "A!Arml vary in their
degree of

doormat, flowor pot or window
ledge. “Burglars study the daily
habite and routines of peoplo.
E:

from a door alarm that makes
noise to silent alarms patched
into your local police station.
Burglara will typically leave
when any alarm is sounded. In
addition, an inexpensive alarm
system nlso creates valuable
peace of mind.”

W Take a complete inventory of
your valuables and place valu-
able jewelry and d na

i has taught them to
check these placel first when
casing a houso.”

Tips and approaches to home
security ore described in detail
in the Burglary Prevention
Council'a 32-page booklet, “Safe
& Secure.” The booklet also pro-
videa information on evaluating
your home's current anfoty mea-
sures, nsscasing entry points,

what attracts and discourages.
burglars ond how to lmplnmenn
n cost-effective security program. -
The freoc booklet can be
obtained by sending a self-’
addressed, stamped envelope
plus $1 for postage and handling
to the Burglary Prevention
Council, 221 North LaSaile
Street, Suite 3500, Chicago, IL
606011620, or downloaded from
the BPC Wob sito at www.bur-
giarlyprevention.org.

safoty deposit box. “Videotape or
take photos of all valuable pos-
seasions. These ahould also be
marked with an engraving pen
to help police trace and recover
them if stolen,”

8 Don’t allow atrangers into
the homs to use the phone and
never leave mervice technicians
or repairmen alone in the house,
“These jndividuals might be cas-
ing homes in the neighborhood
for poasible burglary targets.”

B Never place keys under the

DNR Fkids’ summer programs focus on nature

The Michigan Depurtment of
Natural Resources offers some
free nature programs for kids
this summer,

At Proud Lake Recrention
Aren, 3600 Wixoem Rond in Com-
merce Township, in the annox
parking lot, here's what's on the
agonda:

On Tuesdny, June 20, at 10
n.m. “Spiders.” Many pcup!l, feny
spiders, even though thoy are
very heneficinl. Mcot at Proud
Lako annex lot to learn nbout
spidera and why they're impor.
tant.

For some forms of cancer,
tranaplant is n potentinl trent-
ment.

The Nationa! Bone Marrow
Tranaplant Link (nbmtLink) is
hosting “Ask the Experts” on
Saturday, June 24, from 12:30 to

' § p.m. nt,the Livonia Civic Cen-

ter Library, east of Farmington

Other Tueaday programs at 10
n.m. include *Animal Homea" on
June 27. Animala can lve just
about anywhero. Why do they
live where thoy do and how do
they build their homes? “Frogs

Toads” is sot for July 11.
Can you really got warta from
tanda? Where do frogs live dur-
ing the wintertime? Learn about
tho very unjque lifostylea of
theso creatures,

At the Highlnnd Recreation
Aren, 5200 M-69 In Whito Lake,
theso are somu of the Thursdey
10 a.m. programs scheduled for

Rd, There is no charge.

The program is for pntients
who are considering a bone mar-
row or stem cell tranaplant and
for thosa who have already had o
tranaplant, Discuasion groupa
focuging on pre-transplant, post
transplant and breest cancer
insues will convene following a

tho Goore Mendow parking lot,

*“Beginning Birding™ Highland
Recreation Arca is a great place
to ace birde. Bo on the lookout
for both woodland and water
birds on this short hike, Binocu-
lara provided. June 22,

*Taking the Ug out of Bug™:
Many times wo think of insects
as posta, but most insects are
actually benoficial, A talk will
conter on common ipaccts and
thoir impartance. Juno 29.

*Kids for the Environment":
Our environment is in eriticnl
dangor. Come learn what can be

panel discuasion, Families and
friends aro welcome.

Leading medical exporta will
participate in the activities,
Among them will be Dr, Joseph
Uberti from the University of
Michigan Cancer Center, Includ-
od in the program are BMT
nuracs, social workera, survivors

done to protect our natural
resources and run a race to help
save our planet. Wear ahoes you
can run in. July 8.

“Roptiles™; Did you know that
reptilos are some of the moat
ancient crontures on earth? Rep-
tiles have sotms very cool charac-
teristics that help them to live
on this planet, Come find out
what some of them are. July 13,

All children must be accompa-
nied by an adult, A state motor
vehicle permit is required for
ontry.

Bone marrow transplant link hosts free seminar on June 24

and caregivers. This is the fith
year for the "Ask the Experta”
program, This year support
comes from the Pictrasiuk Fami-
ly Foundation, the J.P.
McCarthy Foundation, Amgen,
Coram Healthcare and ths Jew-
ish Fund, For information call
(800) 548-5268,

New shlpments
arriving every day!

Come In and see our great selection '
of home appliances, all at terrific low
prices. You're sure to find Just what

you've been looking for, from washers

and dryers to refrigerators and more!

THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS
50% OFF —|

togular retall prices on lop mount

rofrigorators 21 cu. ft. or [arger.

Side-by-sido refrigerators 23 cu. ft, or
Sale onds Sunday

"Home Appliances

SﬁARS

OUTLET SYORE

Regular retall prices
Excludes speciai purchases

vt
O of & Kk, oot of €arton, discontinued, used, scatched and dentod merchanding. Items pictured aey Jusl & brw axamples o the hundrads of Frast values.
hown | ly. Achusl VA by vow,

SEARS WAREHOUSE OUTLET
12001 SEARS AVE.
LIVONIA B
1 MILE WEST OF MIDDLEBELT
OFF PLYMOUTH R
PHONE: 422.5700
Now mote ways to buy al Soars

) () B Rl PREVIOUSLY SELECTED MERCHANDISE NOT INCLUDED
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¢ Open 7 Days
Mon. & Fl, :30 a.m.-8:00 p.m.

Tues,, Wod., Thurs. & Sat. 9
Sunday 12:00 Noon to 6:00 p.m.

P
8,m,-6:00 pm,

26000 American Dr.
Southfiold, M1 48034
248-257-1100

locaton just off MI-10 arxt 1696,
BounceBack Weeksnd®

Movie Mania Getaway

For rosorvat

We've got two great choices for a fun and affordable weekend
awsy. Both include 8 spacious, wonderfully renovated guest room

and freshly baked chocolato Gyp cookius in our lobby at Night. Whethot
it's a romantic weekend o 8 formily outmg, you'll enjoy out heated
indoor pool, saund, Jacuza), fres HBO! and convement

Includes comphmentaty Contnental breakfast of credt
towards a full breaklast. Ask for Plan Coce B8

Includes 2 tickots to the Star Theater and Connnamal
breaklast for two Ask for Plan Code P3

29
'99
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com. Or call yout

sgent, 1-800-HILTONS, or the hotet diect ot 248-357-1100.

travel

Hiton Hosptahty. lnc.
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There'll be a winner

certificate give-away.

r/Rochester
Clarkston, Lake Orion,
Qxford, Waterford: 248-475.4595

041884 * Some

winner.
We will put the name of everyone® placing an ad

for a garage, yard, or porch sale into a drawing for a
$50 gift certificate at Meijer!

September 28, Not only will you carn money from

your sale, you'll have a chance at our Meijer gift

So, now is the time to grab a pencil and make a
list of all the things you want to put in your sale.
Place your ad for as low as $22,50° and who

knows?— you could be one of our weekly winners!
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