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Mercy defeats Canton
to win regional crown

BY MONICA PUGNO
BT'A" WRITER

Sophomore Megan Fediuk
pitched a two-hitter and atruck
out nine batters Saturday to lend
Farmington Hilla Morcy's soft-
ball team to a 4-0 victory over
Plymouth Canton in a Division 1
regional championship gamo at
Royal Oak Memorial Park.

“(Fediuk) pitchod the beat
game of her carcer,” sald Mercy
canch Jack Falvo, who wns
drenched after hia players
poured Gatorade on him.

“She did a magnificent job. She
kept balls low and in the strike
zane dnd kept Canton off their
game. She's a tough, tough com-
petitor.”

Canton's Laura Stowart
carned the losa deapite fanning
10 batters. After rotiring the
Marlins in order in the first
inning, Stewart ran into trouble
in the second but pitched her
way out of it.

Mercy's Carrio Brankiewicz
led off the inning with a triple,
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but sho was tagged out at home
plate on Alex Dudn's failed
attermnpt at a sacrifice bunt.

Stewart walked the next two
batters to load the basea with
two outs, She fanned Marisaa
Lawrence to and Mercy’s threat.

“(Stewart) is a holl of an ath-
lete,” Canton coach Jim Arnold
aaid. “She's come a long way
from o yoear ago. Last year,
belicve it or nat, she was our No,
3 pitcher. She worked hard to be
our No, 1 pitcher this year,”

Stewart's luck changed in the
third,.Dana Fnlvo led off with a
bunt single, and Erin Carson hit
n flyball to conter field that was
dropped. The two players por-
formed a deloyed double stoal to
put runners on second and third
with one out,

“The doublo steal was critical
in tha game,” Juck Falvo said. “It
put two runners in scoring posi-
tion with onc out.

Maflins from page C1

‘Meliasa Selvidge tripled in the
fifth inning, and Naami ovor.
threw Brankiewicz ot third. But
left ficlder Lawrence was provid-
ing backup, and Selvidge, appar-
ently thinking she could score on
the play, rounded the bag.

Lawrence caught the ball on
the fly and made a diving effort
ta' tag Selvidge for the out. Jeesi~
ca Zawal's onsuing single would
hive mada the score 2.1,

¥She's always thero in prac-
tice,” Brankiewicz said of
Lawrence. “When Nuverre aver-
threw it, I wasn’t worried,
because Theresa ia always thero.

*The othor team almost
thought we planned it that way.
I have confidence in my team-
mates, and Therean was where
she needed to ba.”

In the Frasor sixth, Amber
Brunn started with a leadofl sin-
gle, but ahe was picked off first
base by Carson nnd first base-
man Shina, who blocked the bag
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*Erin has around 20 pickofls at
first, It'a incredible,” conch Falve
said, “Everyono gets upset (when
Shina blocks the bag) but as long
as she's moking a play on the
ball she can do it.”

Fraser’s Nicole Miach followed
with a base hit and later scored
on Lindsey Frederick's single,
which would have tied the score
if not for the pickoff play.

“We were still in the game
(down 2-0)," Fraser coach Bill
Fifer said. “The gir! overran
third; the next girl gets a hit,
and that would have been a run.

"You can’t beat a good team
making montal mistekes. You
can't do those things and win.”

Carson added an insurance
run in the bottom of tha sixth.

She hit a leadofT single and
took second on s possed ball, In
the procesa of the stealing third,
the Fraser catcher threw the ball
into loft field, allowing Carson to

“We knew coming in it was
going to be a clase gamo. Wo told
the girls to be prepared for a 0-0
or 1-0 gamo. We wanted to be
aggreasive, We wanted to score
in the boginnlng. 10 we could
play our game.”

Brankiewicez tripled to right
fleld to drive in two runs; Duda
singled to right field to score
Brankiewicz, and Nuverre
Naami doubled to center field to
drive in Duda, giving the Mar-
lins a 4-0 cushion,

Fediuk and catcher Carson
kept Canton off the scoreboard.
Carson picked off two Chiefs at
first base and out another
Tunner trying to steal second.

“Wo'ra very disnppointed,”
Armold said. “Woe didn't hit tho
boll well. We lot one bad inning

get tous.

"Buk we played with an
extreme amount of class, Thia is
the best athletic team ainco I've
been in Canton (10 years).”

The Chiefs finished the season
23-12. Merey advanced to the

Safe by Inches: Mercy senior Erin Carson slides under an intended tag by Canton’s
Angie Neu in the regional championship game Saturday. The Marlins won, 4-0.

state quarterfinals Tucaday .

*At this level, we're only going
to foco quanlity teams,” Falvo
eaid. “I think the team that
comes to play ia going to win
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A Kodak moment: Mercy players rushed theFC:ld in cel-

ebmtmn of their victory over No. 6-ranked

.take homo plate, too,

Fediuk gave up o one-out sin-
gle in the seventh but retired the
next two batters. Ironically, Nil-
son was the last out, hitting a
line drive to Naami.

*I take one batter at a time,
and it seems to be working for
me,” Fediuk said. ‘You can never
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think the other team can't-¢cntch
up. You have to keep fighting
and never give up.”

SYATE FINAL: Should Fermington Hills
Marcy win Fiday, it will play Saturday In
the stats championship game 8t 4 p.m.
In Battle Creek against the winner of
he No. 1-ranked Waterford Kottering
(42-2Monroe (32:6) sgmifinal game.

(Tuesdny).”

Mercy reached the regional
final by easily defeating Detroit
Mumford in five innings, 17.0.
Senior Erin Howard struck out

eight and allowed one hit.

Canton’s road to the final was

tougher. The Chiefs beat Warren -

Mott, 4-0, Stewart fanned 12 and -

allowed three hits.

Mustangs down Trojans:

Macomb Lutheran North
earned its firat-ever trip to the
state quarterfinals in softball by
winning the Division Il regional
Saturday at Lake Fenton with
wins over Livonia Clarenceville
(12-2) and Byron (3.2).

Clarenceville ended the scason
with an 11.11 record, while
North, 23-12 overall, moved on
to Tuesday's quarterfinal at
Davison ngainst 32-2 Unionville-
Sebewaing.
rrors killed us and we just
didn’t hit the ball like we need.
ed,” Clarenceville conch Kristen

Hynek said.
North, which had beaten
Metro  Confarence  rival

Clarenceville 3-2 and 8-0 during
the regular semson, scored four
times in the sixth inning to halt
the game under the 10-run

ercy rule,

Ginina Russo, Allison Rzeppa,
Shannon Russo and freshman
Katie Anger each had two hits
for the Mustangs.
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Winning pitcher Emily David- -

aon had eight strikeouts and
walked four.

Clarenceville starter Amy
Schiffman, a junior, took the
losa.

Senior Rachael Koernke,
maved to third base, led the Tro-
jans with two hits, one RBI and
one run scored.

Clarenceville junior left fielder
Jeany Swider made first-team
All-Metro, while Koernke and

Schiffman made the second- *
team. Junior third baseman -
Melanie Rudd and senior second -
baseman Meghan Schiffman

took third-team honors.
All-district picks included

Koernke, Amy and Meghan |

Schiffman, sophomore first base-

man Nicole Martin and three *

outficlders — juniors Jessica and
Jenny Kennedy, along w lth
Swider.

made in Maich, not In June.”

A barth in tha Final Four of the
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“Once they lost in the Catholic
Leaguo,-the girls re-dadicaled tha.
whols season to gelling to Battle
- Cresk,” Falvo sald, “and uley dig
what they had 10 60 today.

“a"Agaeln, 8 ot hos 10 do with the
parontal auppart the toam recafves,
parents ae absolutely temen-

PITCHING CHALLENQE: The Marling
faced ono of tho 3tate’s best pitchers
Tuosdsy in Fraser sentor Katty Nilson
ond wera aqual to the challengs.

*We had Hillsdo'o (Colloge) and U-

M pltchers come in and pitch to us,
and wa'va boen preparing for-this,”
Morcy sdnior Erin Carson sald. “Golng
up against two quick plichers, we
knaw we could hit off (Nilson).®

*t don't mgan any disrespact for

. Retly; she's a grent pitcher,” Falvo,
sald, *But wa've beon preparing for
good pitchers since Day One.
*Qur batting machine I$ on 60
. {miles per hour), ond we had two cok
lege pitchars come In snd pitch to us .
for two weeks.*

Marcy's Fadluk matchod Nitson's
uﬂm Tuesday to Imen tha Muﬂm in

ame.

tha'g

*Mogon I a uunng, hum-mned
competitor, snd she focused on whore
she had to throw her pitches,” Falvo
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Call for frea estimatss 313-532-8803 or toll free 877-532-8800

N Serving all of Southeastern Michigan, 13040 Inkater Rd., Redford

"~ DON'T REPLACE
SUNKEN CONCRETE

Do You Have A Prnblem With.. ..

1

* Stoops and pmloo nnllng townrd t tbo building?
D and parkways tilted or uneven?

of Replacement Costs
whh our remarkable way of
ralsing concrete,

Prolov 1999
'199"

9999

BX10 Youth Skate
Fits 4 Slzos

9%

Reg. ‘249"

rePs

‘ Kltélﬁhh Gamma

179*

R -

BUHNER 451

$9999

Assorted
I.ast Years
Models

30:70% OFF§

KEEGO HARBOR
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WATERFORD
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LIVONIA
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