The Observer & Eccentric/THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2000

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAY? WRITER |

1 1,

statua of othor '70s visionaries
like John Sayles and John Cas-

not

Ono look at director John

‘Wateors and you just know there's

hing brilllantly sini
lurking bohind those beady oyes
and that pencil-thin black mus.
tache which hovers slightly
abaove his upper tip.

Ona look at a film like his cult
clasaies Pink Flamingos, Hair-
apray or the most recent Pecker,
and it's oasy to see into the
frankish world he embraces for
the love of making movies.

Steve Yeager's Divine Trash is
a documentary that rewinds to
Wators' childhood in Baltimore
and the making of tho film that
catapulted the dircctor to the

Since Pink Flamingos, Waters
hae provon to be the director
who {an't afrald to cross the line,
His filme foature froakish char-
nctora as stars ond thoso who
can't relate to the topsy-turvy
antica as villains, Yeager cap-
tured this in his unflinching way
boginning with bl dewhit
telovised interview footage of a
lanky, long-haired Waters in
1

“I'm not trying to say any-
thing,” says Wators to the
reporter, *I'm just trying to mako
‘om laugh and give 'em a little
shock valuoe for their money.”

Juxtaposing full-color inter-

view footage of Wators' paronta,
friends nnd foos with the most
disturbing clips of hia filma and
the filma that inspired him,
ond result oarned s 1998 Sun.
dance Film Fostival Award,

And it’s not surprising. Yoager
traces Waters' childhood back to
tho 8-millimetor camera hia
grandmother gave him on his
16th birthday, and carly fascinn.
tlon with violonce and villains,
From Howdy Doody Time to cro-
ating his own puppot shows,
Wators showed croativity and
promise carly on. Hia first films
wore shown in the basomont of o
local church. Even the local
priest supported his offorts,

Sneaking to a nearby drive-in
to watch the latest B-flicka by
Ruas Moyer or tho Kuchor

Brothors, Waters always veorod
off the usual path, Divine Trash
makea senso of n man who made
en ovorweight transvestito
namod Divine famous. Waters
describod Divino ns a cross
botweon Clarabell and Jayno
Manafield, who liked to bo
reforred to as a charactor actor
or o “s-him.” According to tho
film: “Glonn (Milstond) llked to
dress in drag boforo Amorica
know what drag woa”

Proving that Waters has
alwayas boon ahead of his time,
actor/director Jim Jarmusch and
stors like Stave Buscomi called
him an inspiration, “Ho inspired
me to mako films my own way”
said Jarmusch, who diracted
Qhost Dog: The Way of the Samu-
rai in 1999,

Whllu evoryone in the quick-
aced d y haa his own
take on Waters, no one can agree
on his atyle. Some say his films
wore unscripted, others admit to
having to lonrn them word-for-
word, and still others recall
Wnum telling them how to sny
their lines. Like his films, tho
filmmaker has an unexpectod
offect on all those around him.,
An almast comedic offoct ia
added to tho film by Mary Avara,
whoso title reads “Tho Last Film
Censor in America.” Avara popa
{n and out to describo her horrifs
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ic ion to Waters' films. “1
hava my own rating,” she said of
Multiple Maniacs, “R.T. for real
trash.”

Divine Trash {8 anything but
trashy. The second half of the
film deals mostly with the mak-
ing of Pink Flamingos, and in
turn the making of the man him.
solf. The documontary finally
gives credit to a filmmaker who

Talklng trash: In 1972, John Waters dtrcclcd the cult hit |
of his career, “Pink Flammgaes. In 1998, Steve Yeager
released “Divine Trash” documenting Waters’ rise to
success in underground films. Catch a special 3howtng
9:30 p.m tonight at the Magic Bag in Ferndale.

givea misfita a volco and audi-
ences a laugh. Tying loose ends
with footagoe from Waters' recent
hit Pecker, the documentary
proves his career is just os
divino as ever.

See “John Waters: Divine:
Trash® in its Michigan premicre
8 p.m. Wednesday-Thursday, .
June 14-15, Magic Bag, Ferndale.
Tu‘lu'ta cost $5.Call (248) 644-

‘Gone in 60 Seconds’ hardly -
the hit it was meant to be

By JON KaTZ
SPECIAL WRITER

In your job and mine, we're
only as good as our last project.
Not so in Hollywood where, if
you'ra a major player, you rct
three stinkorooa for overy hit.
‘Which means that Nicolas Cage
has paid for “Leaving Las Vegas®
with “8MM,” "Snako Eyes” nnd
*Gone in 60 Seconds™? Perhaps,
depending on how many rabid
car thief frenks can drag a pay-
ing guest along.

The safe bet is that “Gono in
80 Seconds” is not so much a
title as a prediction.

As the fermer, howover, it
vefers to the supposed time it
takes to “boost” (steal) a vehicle,
Randall *Memphis” Raines
(Cage) was tho beat there was
before his mama made him go
legit and run a gas atation/ go-
cart track in northern California.
Memphis did what she told him
to do, probably because ho was
grateful she didn't nickname him
*Chattancoga.*

Whon Momphis learns that
kid brother Kip (Glovanni Ribiai)
is not only following in his felo-
nious footateps but is also in
troublo with Mr. Big, he's sucked
back .into the business for one
last heiat, In fact, ho muat stoal
50 luxury cara in one night to
save Kip's life.

“Gono in 60 Seconda” comes
out of the Jerry Bruckheimer
stablo, which moans there's &

Golng, gulng, gone: Anﬁelmn dolie and Nicolas Cage

star in the over-hyped
now,

In fact, the best part of the
movio lasts just about that long,
a comedy relief scene with ono of
Cage'a old boosting buddies
who's now a driving instructor.
Three A:udomy Awnrd-wln-
ning p Cnge,

Gone in 60 Seconds” in theaters

code-breakera). But one wonders
throughout why so many of the
hot wheela thoy heist are parked
right out on tha curb, Are there
no garages in these ritzy L.A.
hoods!

Meani 1 dialog you won't’

can't rov up the story. Robert
Duvall (most recently in “A Civil
Action®) plays crafty, crusty Otto,
the former chop-: nhup operator
who was Momphis' mentor in the
old deya, And Angolina Jolie
(Oacnr winner for *Girl, Inter.
ted") is Cago's onotlmu gal
f hanie by day and

wall of noise like tha
*Armageddon,” thrills ‘and apmn

bnrmuid by nlght. She wears
blond with the

like *Con Alr,” and
actlon acquencos like “The Rock,”
the last two of which wero suc-
cosaful Cage-Bruckheimer col-
loborations,

Unfortunatoly, “60 Scconda”
rarely gots out of firat goar in
any of the categories that matter.

umphnnin on drend, nnd haos
maybo @ half-dozen lines.

The pairing of Memphia' old
cronics with Kip's computor-
savvy mates works to blend the
old ways of boosting {bent hang-
ors) with the now (eloctronic

find here. "I'd boost her,” Mom-
phia reminiaces, “instantly fecl-
ing batter about being me.” And
whilo the final chase scene {s a
close cousin to tho one in *Blues
Brothers,” which is fine with us,
the ultimate stool mill show-
down is taken right out of "Nr.
minator 2, which is not. .

While Cago and company ara
busy atenling cars, Delroy Lindo
a8 the polico detectiva fn pursult
of the Raines Gang pretty mnch
steals the movie.

Cage fouls onc off with “80
Seconds,” but still has two
:Iu‘rlkos on him, He noods that
hit,

to open Friday, June 168
BOYS AND QIRLS
Romantic comody axploses the games
that men and waman play, Stars Freddia
Prinze, Jr., Clalre Forlont, Jeson Biggs.
TITAN AN
1n a Journsy thot begine after Earth
ands, o feboltious teenager nemed Cale
ombarks on an advanturo (hrough space
ta find the legsndary apacacraft, the
Titan, which hotds the aacret to salva-
tion for the human race, Animated full
fength feeturo movie with the veicas of
Matt Damon, Drew Barrymore.

SHAFT

Samuo! L. Jackson I3 Shaft, o private
dotectivo on the trail of & murdarer who
wants to eliminete the kay witness to a

crimo, Stars Vanossa Willlams, Christlan
Balo,

IRSUS' SON

Based on Donls Johnson's cult novel

this sags atars Blity Crudup, Denls
Leary and Jock Black.

to open Fridoy, June 23

BUNSHINE

Diroctod by Istvan Szabo, the film
conjures up threa themes: the
Inhumanity af human species, the
symbollc maoning of a family name and
the aching tolerance and accoptance In
modarn soclety.

BUTTIRFLY'S TONGUE

Set agalnat the backdrop of clvil war In
Spaln 1936, the story of an extraardi-
nory ralationship botwoen a shy young

COMING ATTRACTIONS

boy and his campassionate \oacher who
taaches him to find his way in an
Incroasingly frightening warld,

ME, MYSELF AND (RENT

Comedy about & mildmannared Rhode
lsland copy with a spiit-personnlity dls-
otder who ascorts o woman bock o hor
homa town, Tho cop and his hyper-
aggrossive attar-ggo both fall In fove
with the confused lady and bo wages
wat = with himsalt - for hor offections,
Stars Jim Coney, Renee Zotwogar.

CHICKEN RUN

Fulllangth animated fenture |3 set at
Twoady's Chicken Farm, where any
chitkan who doosn't moke hot egg
quola can moot a *fuul® fate. Features
the volcas of Mal Qibson, Julla Sawatha
and Miranda Richardson,



