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For

g [l Sighting don't
really aspire for
famo or fortune
in  the rock
world - the
band hopes to
ronch boyond all
that,

“Wo want to
be tho firat band
- to play on Mars,

. if that's poasi-
bls," quips bassist and frontman
Jdo Kirkland of Farmington. *Wo
don't want to be aigned to o
record labul, we want to sign to

ASA”

" STEPHANIE
'A. CASOLA

‘The Wayne County-basced mod-
ern rock trio that also includes
drummer Courtnoy Cahill and
guitarist Chris Nagarah, both
Livonia residonta, obviously

 share n aci-{i senso of humor
- about what they do. Make no
mistake, the band takea its
music acriously. Surrounding a
ldrge wooden table at Dick
O'Dow's in downtown Birming-
‘hgm, bandmembers set their
sights on the future.

Schoolyard chums

Small Craft Sighting haa o
long histary, despite the fact that
the bandmates nre all in their
early 208, Thoy met in grade
school and have been fricnds
ever since. “Wo've known each
other all our lives,” said Cahill.
And he means it, He and
Naogarah were nctunlly born one
day apart at Southfield’s Provi-
dence Hoapital, Instant friends,
they met Kirkland while attend-
ing second grade at Our Lady of
Sorrows School in Farmington.

The friendahip wove its way
into a shared interest in music
by tha time the boys entered
junior high school, They first
performed on stage at a talont

show in February 1980, A decade
later, Small Craft Sighting is

writing and performing

Waliting
for his
ship:
Small
gra

ight-
ing's Joe
Kirkland
ia the
voice and
words
behind
this
Wayne
County-
based |
band.

breaking into the Detroit scene.
Since both Cahill and Nogarah
ded Western Michigan Uni.

aonga with an cdgy feol, “They
come from the heart,” said Kirk-
land, who writes mostly about
relationships, Tho music plays in
stark contrast with crunching
guitors and fearless drumming,
Naming influences such as
Smashing Pumpkins and The
Who, bandmembers understand
how their tight friendship plays
into the music,

“We foel really fortunate to
have found each other so young,”
said Kirkland. “We had a long
time to curn our stripes.”

Playing bars before they were
legally old enough to get in the
door and headlining shows at St.
Andrews Hall by age 18, the
band has experience surpasaing
many of their local counterparts.
But Small Cralt Sighting is just

versity and Kirkland attended
Loyola University in Chicago,
the band spent the pnst several
years moeking & name for itsell
along the western side of the
atate, *It's becn quite n trip,”
reflected Kirkland, who is now
attending law school at Universi-
ty of Michigan-Ann Arbor.

Tim Pak of Woodshed Studio
in Onk Park engincered the
band’s latest CD and said their
history shows in the music,
*“There's n vibe they pick up off
each other,” ho said. “A band like
that, you know they hnd a plan.
They're true believers.”

The Web to success

Small Craft Sighting (whose
moniker comes from n Tenncssee
Willinms play) has gone from

Indigo Girls return with Summer

' BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
| grAry WRITER

.
} scnsola@oe. homecomm.net

| After 20 years of performing
. tagether, Emily Saliers nnd Amy
" Rhy™= beat known as the folk-
* rdek duo the Indigo Girls - prove
' thiiir still going strong. Thoy've
' cdfme a long way since the carly

dags of recording in Ray's basc-
mht,
. 'Tn Soptember 1989, the Girla
~ rolaased Come On Now Social to
' rdava reviews. Saliors called
. Tharsday, Junc 8, from Washing-
ton, D.C., to talk about their
up}uming area show.

Observer & Eccontric: Hi
Epmily, how is the tour going?

Emily Salicra: “It's going great;
wo just started the first few
shows.”

O&E: What's new about the
Summer Shed Tour?

ES: “There'a a backdrop based
on a Monet, that's different. On
the Summer Shed Tour, a lot of
our fans will get a chance to sea
n now band playing with us,
We've added a fow more songs to
the roster. Aa always, we'll play
carlier songs, we'll mix it up”

O&E: “What are some carlier
songa that stlll make the Indigo
Girla’ set liat?

ES: *Closer to Fine, We play
Galileo every night”

O&E: Tell me about the now
album, How long did it take to
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record?

ES: "It took about five months
total, (We went) to London and
jammed with (producer-drum-
mer) John Reynelds, who we met
on Lilith Fair. Thank God for

Sinead O'Connor (who intro--

duced the girls to him). We had o
lot of grent gueats on it, Sheryl
Crow and Jonn Osborne.”

O&E: How does the album dif-
fer from your previous work?

ES:*I porsonnlly think it has a
bronder scope. It has a lot more
vack songs, punk songs, pop
songs and ballada, It's o good
mix of organic and produced. A
lot of samples were used, but not
in a heavy-handed way.”

O&E: What have you lenrned

humble heginnings to cloctronic
- sort of, The modern rock trio
rocontly ontoercd an unsigned
band competition on the Inter-
not. Of thousands of entries on
gnrageband. com, their single 93
has advance into the tep 75,
final “virtual battlo” will elicit
for the a winner a $2560,000
recording contract. Two such
contracts have alrendy been
granted. Small Craft Sighting is
tho first Michigan band to make
it to the finals on this interna-
tionally known site.

The music is ranked based on
reviows made by music fans who
are listening to songs without
knowing what artist or genre it
will be, Kirkland was mosg
impressed by the system, which
ho calls credible and completely
based on trust. Ho remembered
when the band's song was first
uploaded, he would check on it
occasionnlly. “Our song would be
4,713 and I'd think ‘Wo'ro up a
spat,” he recalled, Now included
in the prestigious “Final Count-
down,” bandmombers arc
thrilled to have n ahot at the con-
tract. The song was at number
35 on the chart at press time.

For Small Craft Sighting, a
chance to work with induatry
icons such ns The Beatles’ famed
producer George Martin or for-
mer Talking Heads member
Jerry Harrison could bocome a
reality when the winner is cho-
sen next week. Harrison helped
found the site in 1998,

Whila hearing the band on the
Intornet or on CD offers o taate
of the melodies that make Small
Craft Sighting so appealing, it is
very much a live band. Cahill
deacribes what scta the band
apart: “When I go to a concert,
it's hard to get into a band when
you don't know the words. Our
hooks are so good, by the second

Shed Tour

about ono another through this
20-year history of making music
together?

ES: I've learned we tomper
cach other often, We're very dif-
ferent people, different in a posi-
tive way. Musically, it's groat. It'a
like having two musical lives.”

Q&E: Ia there anything you'd
like to ndd?

ES: *I'm looking forward to
coming back to Pine Knob, 1
remember getting really good
crowds (there). It's sort of that
home away from home.”

Welcome the Indigo Girls with
gueats Kelly Hogan and the Pine
Valley Cosmonauts, 7 p.m. Satur-
day, June 17, Pine Knob Music The-
atre, independence Township.$15-
$27.50, Call (248) 6456666,

chorus you're ainging along with
the band.” -

Nagarah said the band likes to
have fun with it's audience,
engaging them in the show the
whote time. “Thero’s no barrier
botween the crowd and the

'Small-Craft Sighting ﬂéaring is believiny

band,” he said. .

See Small Craft Sighting for, R

yourself, with guests The Recital,”
Saturday, July 1. at Jacoby's,

Detroit. (313) 962-7067. .

Check out www.amalleraft.
sighting.com
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