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contemporary and appenling” [H Tho Botsford General Hospitak-sponsored
parade (10 a.m. Saturday) again wlil be

the festival highlights, with more than 100 partic-
Ipants (with about S0 church and civic groups
slgned up at no cost), Assistant Manager Bl
Richards sald. Once agaln, Shriners willbe a

said Watta, of Watts.Up! Inc.

For oxemple, gone from the
Downtown Farmington Center
parking lot will be the trade-
mark yollow circua tont. In ita
place, vendora will display and
acll thoir wares from underneath
small, whito pop-up tenta.

*It will bo more of a stroet art
fair sot-up,” Watts said. “We felt
that the (yellow) tent created a
barrier and mado it real obtru-
sivo to the reat of tho festival.” -

“Timo will toll,” said Farming.

ton Assistent Manager Bill
Richards, about whother the
changes will have a positive
impact on the future economic
viability of the festival, “The fes-
tival board believea they have
done due diligence and have con-
. aidered all the alternatives and
options.”
: Richords said changea are
* plentiful, auch as being held in
June, focuaing more on fine arts
crafters and incorporating Kids
gny as part of official procoed.

g9,

About the event being held in
June instead of July, Richards
added that festival officials will
quickly try to “sea how wall we
bave communicated that change
to peoplo who are used to coming
to the festival in July, That ia
tho big question mark,”

Tho Botaford Genoral Hoapi-
tal-sponsored parade (10 a.m.
Saturday) again will be’among

. the festival highlights, with

lower.

*Driver and passenger front cés_h test.

parade staple,

more than 100 participants (with
about 30 church and civic groups
signed up at no cost), Richards
said. Once ngain, Shriners will
be a parade staple.

According to Watte, 75 crafters
will work from the downtown
centor, with 46 of thom being
newcomors to the Farmington
avont,

Now showing ...

Fine arts displays also will bo
featured at Memorial Park.
Watta estimated that 10-18 fine
arta crafters will be stationod
there, ns will a childron’s crafts

aren.

Ono of the biggest changes ia
the month in which it is being
held, In provious ycars, through
19989, tho then-Farmington Area
Founders Festival took placo in
July, But it suffered in thg atten-
danco category because it often
was scheduled at tho same time
as similar festivala in other com-
munities.

Simultancous festivals also
meant some craftors had to
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p y pply. Take new retail delivery from deater stock by 7/5/200
“or used Lincoln or Mercury vehicle by 7/5/2000. tAccording to The Polk Company Study for the 1996 through 1999 Model Years,
greatest percentage of Mercury Grand Marquis-owning household return to Mercury to purchase anolher large car,

decide which one to work at.
This year's Farmington ovent
kicks off oarlier than avor (on
Thuraday, June 22) and only
faces compotition that weekond
from the Livenia Spree.
“Evorything’s fine,” said
Watts, hired {n carly 1999 along
with his wife Sandra to take over

of the
festival, which had been strug-
gling financially and in need of
now direction, "Everything's up
from last year and the move to
this time frame (Juno) will bone-
fit ue in the long run,”

Bofore Watta-Up! took over,
festival costs wore underwritten
by the Farmington-Farmington
Hills Chamber of Commerce.

Indications are that some ear-
lier problema are being
smoothed ovor. In February, the
Downtown Farmington Mer-
chants Associntion was reaur-
rected after n four-year hiatus.
‘Tho merchants did 8o in protest
of a $50 fee to display goods on
aidewalks in front of their busi-
nesses, implemented by the fes.

Available  features includé: 4‘,61. SOHC V-8 engine
s Largest tﬂmk in its class * Wood-grain accents
‘e PrecisionTrac'” suspension system e Fingertip. speed
control » Securilock™ passive anti-theft system « 8-way

'power driver's seat with driver power recliner * Autolamp -
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tival board,

Also a source of friction were
$50 fcoa for crafters to set up
thoir booths cithor at the pri-
vately owned Masonic Temple orv
Firat United Methodist Church,
with that money to be used for
foatival insurance and media
promotions.

First United, meanwhile, is
charging their crafters $100,
with none of that money headed
for tho fostival's coffors, sald
Richards, an interim momber of
the Farmington Area Founders
Festival Inc. while City Manager

with a davice that will allow
them to bo read from a dis-
tance, OfMicials any "drive-by”
readings will reduce labor
coats and-the posalbility af
injuries fot. meter readers.
Thoae costs, along with s 64-
cent incronae to account for
higher-than-normal amounts
of water loss, will be reduced
by jnterest earnings of
$333,708, (Wator loxs is the
difforence between the amount
of wuter pumped by the coun.
ty, bosed on master mater
df and the

Frank Lauhoff
baock surgery.

Watta said feedback has so far
been positive about many of the
new features, such os: a free
shuttlo service from Farmington
High School to the downtown
aren; the Kids Day at Shi-
awaassee Park (noon to 6 p.m.
Thursday, June 22); and the
Community Music Night.

For tho Iatter, also Thursday,
from the Downtown Farmington
Center, the Farmington Commu-
nity Jazz Band and Farmington
C Chorus will perfor:
at 7:30 p.m. end 8:30 p.m,,
reapectively, .

Enough volunteera have also
signed up to help diatribute
information at the festival's
booth, to be located noar Star-
bucks Coffeo. "We're hoping a lot
of new peoplo will come to town,”
Watts said.
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billed to customers, based on
individua) readings.)

Althovgh overall sewer ratee
are going down, the Drain
Commission has asked for an

Rates ronpo:u

1
increase ‘In the projected |
amount of lawn sprinkler use 1y
by residents, based on the
rosults of a dual motoring sys- |
tom inatallod last year, The
aystem wore accurately
accounts for the affoct sprin-
kling has on sewer reventios.

According to Hills Publle
Services Director Tora Biasell,
water and sewer rates both
incroased last year, by 20 cents
and 69 cents, respectively.

If approved, the changes
would show up on August
billings, for water and sewer
use on and after July 1. The
June 19 moeting will begin at
7:30 p.m. at city hall, cormer
of Orchard Lake and 11 Mile
roads,
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Swing to ‘The Sounds’

“The Soundg." an evening con-
coert aories, will take place at
7:30 p.m, Fridays, now through
Aug. 4 in the gazebo in down-
town Farmington's Village Com-
mons on Grand River.

‘The concert series will feature;

W Juno 9, The Red Garter
Band, playlng 19208, 1830s,
1840s music and Dixieland tunes

R Juno 16, Horizon, perform-
ing Motown hita

@ Juno 23, no concert

prepay a two-year lease
with one easy payment of

8959

includes refundable security deposit

. excludes tax, title and license fees

: eturning Lessees - 7 .
($500 lease renéwal cash**f).

# Juno 30, Willy George Band,
performing big-band 1940s tunes

W July 7, The Hits, a tribute to
Jimmy Buffett

® July 14, Bob & Car}, coun-
try, oldiea and Top 40 -

M July 21, Motor City Brass
Band, 27-member traditional
brasa band

& July 28, Triphonics, noatal-
gic music of the 19508 and 18608

B Aug. 4, Balduch Mountain
Ramblers, bluegrasa.
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