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Fammington colobratos
. summeor with the o
Famnington Area Famlly
Fostival this week.
.Check out our speclal
soction inside fsgue. -

Meet: The Farmington
City Council meets at 8
p.m. at city hall.

Fun, fun, fun: The Farm-
ington Area Family Fest
gets under way June 22. .
See page A6 in this issue
T for the event’s schedule.

Prosecutor forum: The

- five candidates for Wayne
County prosecutor will
debate the issues 7:30-10
p.m. June 22 at Livonia’s
Civic Center Library. The.
forum is co-sponsored by
The Observer Newspa-
pers and The Northville
Record; Time Warner;
and the Community
Democratic Club.

Apartments/E7 Malls/c8
Arts/C1 Movles/C4
Automotive/H4 New Homes/EL
fied ls'a'" I /A8
Classified Real Estate/EL
indox/E4 Service Gulde/H2
Crossword Sports/B1
Punzle/EB Taste/D1
Jobs/Gd Travel/C8

*I ran a garage aale ad
and had great success with |
it, so I'm placing another
ad with the O&E. I'm very
happy with the previous

'
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BY Tid SMITH
AYY WRITER
tamith@oe.homecomm.net

Diploma marks
new beginning;

raduntions aren’t just for high schools anymore, as they
are proving in the Farmington district. g ’

Nearly 100 students, who_attend either the Farmipgton
Adult Educatl 7 Al sivn Arndd

More congratulations

E. Miller School,

or Willinm

d their di

who ded classes at F

ment ceremonies Thursday, June 8, at the Farmington High .
School auditorium, Soventy-one of tl{:fzsa were adult ed grads,
gt ity School

! during

tional high achool, but returned to

Al of the studenta cither dropped out of or left t!mi!: tradie

00}

work townrd their diplo-

Pleaso sce GRADS, AT

Good Job! Kevin Warr receives his diplo-
ma from school board president Priscil-
la Brouillette.

) . ) : : BTAY? PTIOTOS bY DILL PRISLER
On the way out: Students cheer as their classmates receive their diplomas.

H It has area police baffle
but s vandalizi
florists in some unusual
ways.

BY JONT HUBRED
STATP
Jhubred@oc.homecomm.net :
The Case of the Mysterioun Floral
Shop Vandali landed in F ing-
ton Hills Friday night, with a can of
red spray paint and a vulgar message,
The owner of a
florist shop on
Orchard Lake
Road arrived at
work last Satur-
day morning to
find the words,
“Litte B---- IV”
scrawled on the
side of his build-
ing in rod spray
paint. Detectives
believe “Litta”
was a misspelled
versfon of “Littla.”
They also
believe this case
may be related to other incidents in
Livonia, Redford, Garden City, Dear-
born and Southgate, all of which
occurred between June 16 and June 17.
“Red spray pnint was used in tho six
we know about in difforent citics,” said
Hills Detective Matthew Kochn. “That
leads ua to believe they are related.” .
As far as Koehn knows, the florists
whose businesses have been hit don't
have any idea what the connection
might be, Investigators have looked

H Thoy also -
helleve this
case may be:
related to -~
other inck -
dents In Livo-
nla, Redford,
Garden CRty,
Dearbom and
Southgate.

._.into the possibility of a disgruntled cua-
tomer or ex-cmployee, but so far have
come up empty.

“It renlly is kind of puzzling,” snid
aagistant chiol Chuck Nebus. “Espo-
cially in such a wide area. It's o mys-
tery why someone would travel that
distance...but obviously, there has to
be a connection,”

Please sce YANDALS, Ad

Miss Farmington crowns the festival

M It wlli be the kick-off event for the annual Farmington
Area Family Fest, formerly known as the Founder's Day

BY MAnY RODRIQUE
BTAYY WRITKR
mrodriquedoe.iomocomu.net

The Miss Farmington/Oakland Coun-
ty pogeant moves west along Grand
River to the city-owned Civic Theatre
Weodneaday ofter 25 yeara at
Vladimir's, It will be the kick-off event
for the annual Farmington Aren Fami-
ly Fest, formorly known as the
Founder’s Doy Featival.

At 7 p.m. June 21, the curtain will
rise on 10 contestants vying for the

Fostival.

title that is tho first rung in the Miss
America scholarship process. The win-
nor advancea to Miss Michigan next

une.
Tho theme is “Cruising the Grand

Remembering

Memorial helps family,

STAYY WRITZR
tamith@oe. homecomm.net

Four months have come and gone
since Farmington High School student
Christopher Horton died, and the hurt
hasn't gone eway for his family and

onds.

But n lasting memorial built by a
famlly friend in the school courtyard at
lenst i3 a atart to healing. Horton, a 17-
year-old senior at FHS, died unexpoct-
odly on'Fob, 23,

‘Tho momorial was built - and donat-

" od - by Kirk Vogler, owner of West

Bloomfield-based Brickmastors, Ho
and soveral employees nssembled the
patic and circular planter in one day
during the high school's spring broak.
They alao added potunins and a
Japanese mapJe tree, along-with bonch-
o8, Vogler said the project cost $6,000-
$7,000 to build, Including labor,

But it was a labor of lova.

“I'm hoppy with the way it turned
out,” Vogler said last waock, after

friends with healing

unveiling the memorial.
to represont Christoph
flowors and the trocs, aa
troe koepa growing, so does Christo-
pher’s memory. It's just a lasting
momorial I felt like building for him.”
Attached to tho planter is a plaque
donated by Christopher’a parents, Troy
Horton and Mary Williams, and their
familiea, The momorinl patic and
planter is in ono corner of the court-
yard near the high school medin centor,
Voglor, Horton and Willinms aro all

Newsroom: 2

2000" and vintage cars and 1850s style
clothing will prevail. Following the
pageant, the conteatants will cruise in
classic cars from the theater to the

Hall where n 1950'a-style sock hop will
be in progress.

“The cars will include aome GTOs
and '67 Chevys,” anid Dennis Page,
owner of Page's Food & Spirits in
downtown Farmington.

Page and his friend, Roger Ratkows-
ki, owner of tho nearby Pasta Stop, will
offer food and beverage service in two
large tents in the parking lot. Steve
King and the Dittilies will play live
music reminiscent of that era,

lot cast of Farmi City

Ploaso sco MisS, AS

BTAFY PBOTOS BY MATTHXY TARIGIR

Lasting tribute: The courtyard near Farmington High School’s
media center now features a memorial to the late Christopher *
Horton, a student who died earlier this year. From left are Kirk.

Vogler, a
Christopher’s parents,

amily friend who built and donated the memorial, and .
Mary Williams and Troy Horton. At

eft,:

fresh raindrops rest on this Ja{mncsc maple tree, which is a cen-x:

terpiece of the living memoria

Farmington High School graduntes and
longtime friends.

Praising Vogler's beautiful gosture
wore Horton and Williams, who both

to Chriatqpher. T

livo'in Farmington, and Chﬂlmpher’-"
grandmother, Farmington Hilla resi:
dent Diane Horton. All still are visibly
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