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Have fun

ageant at the Civic Theatra
Wednesday night kicked off tha
annual Farmington Area Family Fest now
under way.

Families and fare for mom, dad and the
kids are the target for a host of events and
activitics, culminating with a fireworks
display in Founders Sports Park Sundny
evening.

This year'a festival is significant for
] many reasons. Formerly known as the
k Farmington Founders Festival, the event
| now sports a new name, new datesand a
; more concerted effort to include the city of
. Farmington Hills into the fun,

A board of directors hired Mike and
Sandra Watts of Watta Up Inc. to manage
: the festival, no easy task, particularly as
p participants struggle with the host of
|- changes.

4 Some have questioned why the festival,
which was pure hometown, has been
changed, The answer is simple: to keep it
: going.

F‘he Miss Farmington/Oakland County
P

Saturday: The Founders Parade is a big draw for the annual festival,
renamed the Farmington Area Family Fest.

Festival needs our support

Some chnngea, hawever, such as fees
or the use of aidewalk
space, fees for parade entries, as well as
portions of proceeds returned to the festi-
val from profits made by nrgumznhons
and vendors, have p
from certnln

That’s unfortunate. Chnnge is tough,
especially when it involves money, But
the time has long passed when the festival
- to keep it healthy and long lived — muat
be run as a business. The changes have
been made.in no way to offend or hurt
anyone.

We hope all participants, from parade
entranta and vendora to non-profit organi-
zations, will join together and make this
festival a whopping success, The Farming-
ton area deserves it and an awful lot of
planning and hard work havo gono into
the eventa,

This festival is for the community. We
urge cooperation 8o the festival continues
and continues with fun and success.

. brilliant political move is what Melody
. A;'uako knowingly or unknowingly per-
. ormed when she joincd the Farmington
" Board of Education race at the last minute aa
| a write-in candidate.
Twica bofore — in 1998 and 1889 - Jnsko
1. She

| Jaske’s candidacy was too late

ing a candidate the weekend before an elec-
tion simply didn't give Jaske time to spread
her message. And that is key in an election.
As a candidate in former years, Jaske
offered strong opinions and wasn't afraid to
sumd somctlmes alono in those views. Her

ran for the board but was
' said she was going to sit out this election, but
* disngreement with how the board of education
- addressed certain issues, such as the fifth-
. grade sexual harassment curriculum, prompt-
. ed her 1ith-hour effort.
In & race without challengers, incumbenta
Pmmlln Brouillette and Gary Sharp wero
4% shoo-ina, And os it turned out, as expected in
a1 " an uncontested race, voter turnout waa low.
~. 1fJasko was trying to makoa

would have been a boon to the race because
she offers other points of view, many not
shared by Brouillette and Sharp. Voters need
a variety of opinions and thoughts to draw
them to the polls.

Wo urge Jaske to think ahead to next year
and to offer herself as a full-fledged candidate
in the 2001 school board race. Her viewpoints
are a welcome udd:tion to any political race.
Lo/ th ts will debate and

id h the olection period

» with her late candidacy, it didn't work, at
. lcrmf. according to the election results. Becom-

oy’re still ym:king nwny mcwrma on
and

{rom debate comes even more new ideas and
opinions,

Make safe drlvmg a priority

polim oﬂ'cer concluded that the use of a cell

their cellular telept
who want to lessen-tho dangers of that
A pmcﬁoo
: Last yonr, The Observor gaid in this cdiwrl-

phone ident or traffic vio-
lation. Tho nddmonal penalty would bo $256
tacked on to the fine, and one more point on
tho driver's record

] deserves serious con-

: : al space that people wero ¢

+ about the ubiqui celi phone,
; when it was used by motorists who needed to'

: keep their minds on the task at hand: driving.
't We pointed out that rescarch showed that
|+ cell phone usage while on the road increased

= drivers’ accident rates by four times — rough.
i ! Jy the same rate of increase expunenoed by
drunken drivers.

We suggested that the usa of cell phones in
cars should be neither restricted nor banned,
and thnt a liulu common sense on the part of
b l ,the pl pyblic (and perhaps some
tlwught and innovation by the indnltry {tself)
| ' + would make such legislation unnecessary.
Now, about nine months (and countless *
Zcrashes) later, State Rep. Bruce Pattérson, R-
-§Canton Tawmhlp, has propos’d a bill that -
would.add pennlueu for an infractlon il' a

em———te -

Wo  still can't condone banning coll
phone use while driving, To do so would be an
illogical responso to a technology that hus
become an | part of the
tions and bustness worlds. b
And we realize there can be cther distrac-
tions for drivers, Some women opply makeup;
some men shave, Cassette tapes, CDa, lighting
a cigaretto can distract a driver and lead to
trouble. .
Yo, Patterson's bill is specific to cell
phones. One purpose, he said, is to look into
the bolief that wire!
tion in particular is distracting to drivera, .
‘Whils this issue is being explored, we ask

: motorista with cell phones to just uso common

senaw and meking safe drlving —not the phons
cnl! -u prlority . .

NEVER THOUGHT THA
g FA!“IILY FES“VA!S

A FAMIL’I!

LETTERS

Opinions are to be shared: We welcome your ideas, that's why we offer this space for your
opiniona. We will help by editing for clarity. To assure authenticity we ask that you providea
contact telephone number and if mailing or faxing a letter, please sign it. Letters can be mailed
to: Joanne Maligzewski, 33411 Grand River, Farmington, MI 48335, faxed to Joanne at (734)

469-2700 or iled to jmali ki@oc.h

net

Speak up

e read with disbelief in the May 11 edi-

tion of the Detroit Frce Press the article
titled, “Shriners receive flak for their act —
parade skit accused of pushing stereotypes.”

Karen Bolsen, co-chair of the
Farmington/Farmington Hills

Iticultural/Multiracial C Council,
“objects to what it says are unfair portrayals
of Arabs a8 saber-wielding fanatics” and
“objects to their mock cowboys and Indians
shoatout.”

The Shriners do an outstanding job of per-
forming in the parade. They are one of the
reasons our family does not miss the parade.
The motoreycle precision team is amazing and
the miniaturo cars are hysterical. The man
dressed as an Arabian knight, or Aladdin as
our children call him (not a “saber-wielding
fanatic” as Karen Bolsen describes him), gives
lnugha to all. We all hope the cowboy and Indi-
an show stops in front of us g0 we can 8eo
everything.

Karen Bolsen says people have asked, “Why
ia thia still going on? Aren't we passed that?”
Past what, humor? Bigotry and racism should
not be tolerated, but overall as a socicty we
are losing the ability to laugh at ourselves, We
are not thin-skinned, and we can judge for
oursalves what is offensive. We do not need a
watchdog group making our decisions on what
is appropriate. We, and I believe the majority
of citizens, take the Shriners' show for what it
is — entertainment.

If the city loses the Shriners, they will be
losing a big draw for tho festival, The parade
brings residents downtown, and in turn they
stay a while longer to enjoy the rest of the fes-
tival. -

I agk that the residents of
Farmington/Farmington Hills call Mayor Bill
Hartsock at city hall at 474-5500 and tell him
wo are in favor of the Shriners staying in the
parade with all their units just the way they
are.

If we do not voice our opinion, the Shriners
will be quietly pushed out by a minority of
people with a loud voice, without the majority
of us speaking out.

Scott and Kathleen Thomns
Farmington Hilla

Reaffirm commitment

Memonul Day is a timo for public display of
pride in our country and our natlon s

Infand: R,
Far

Many tt 4

make a special ffort to honor the legacy of our

veterans by participating in parades, cere-
monics and celebrating in our country’s
beliefs,

This year our annual Memoriual Day parade
down Grand River Avenue will take place at

10 a.m. Monday, May 29. As we come together

as & community to honor the heroic deeds of

our veterans, it is important to recognize that .
the freedoms we cnjoy today could not be pos- =

sible without the amazing sacrifices made by
these men and women.

It may seem incredible to us today, but 14
million Americans were sworn into national
service during World War 1I, Every family ha
a relative in uniform and everyone knew

fr an ring

The charge of M 1 Day is to b

the tremendous sacrifices paid by those in ser- :

vice to our country, The challenge of Memorial
Day is to appreciate the families who sacri-
ficed just as much. Both the challenge and the
charge require us to pause in our busy lives
and remember that true freedom is not free.

Sadly, in the dawn of a new millennium, too :{
many young Americans cannot link the yearn- ;

ing for frecdom that gave birth to our nation

over 200 years ago to the sacrifices of our men

and women in uniform.

On this, the firat Memorial Day of the 21st
century, and at future celebrations, let us
reaffirm our commitment to those who have
stood ready to defend our freedom and the
frecdom of all that seek our assistance. By
participating, viewing or just cheenng on '.hc
partici in the Far
Day celebration, the members in our commu-
nity can expresa our gratitudoe to those sur-
vivors and their families who did what they
had to do to preserve our hard-won freedoms.

Andrew Raczkowski :[.
House Mnjority Floor Leader |-

State Representative, 37th District
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OUR MISSION: “Becauae we publish community nawspapers, we think about commumtyjournalwm &
‘In a fundamentally different way thun our bigger Thi

8 in to writé the unusual or

independem from the stories and fi
ional ond then dashing off to cover

they cover,

O

else. We regard aurulues as both accutate

;numallalu and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.”

- thp Puwer

'RICHARD AGMIAN, PRESIDENT ]

<

someone who was overseas, Behind each fami- .
ly name is a hero's story. A story that tells of
mcredlble odds, 1mposa:ble rescues, forged




