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POINTS OF VIEW

Oakland County inventory offers new methods of preservation

r those who aro concerned about  breaking study that identified more Another Oakland 1§ Mm in the middte, local
keeping Michigan a green and than 200 sites In Michigan that are County example government officlals as
pleasant place, the bad news s both ecalogically significant and concerns the Huren  ggpa g not stuck thelr
t.hn tis p ding at lit-  th d v Swamp, nearly as
drally an unprecedented rate. The 8 d in part by the Mich! 2000 acres of wet. 088 In the sand.,
nows ia that thero just might be  chapter of the Naturs Conservancy, land in Springfleld
@& way to accommodate development the atudy for the first time offers a Township that
with preserving entire ecosyatems. way to identify scologically senaitive forma the headwa-
In tho past, developors often took areas and provide local goveramont &l tors of the Huron * spurred local officinla into thinking
@ position that the land was theirs  officials with a way to help out. P%"b’vlg River and is one of ~ collaboratively about how to protect
gnd anybody who wanted to stop the Consider Oakland County, one of the moat sensitive um natural features of the area. The
brulldozers was one of those crazy the largest (1.2 million population) sites in h ities propoee to rethink
tyee-huggera. For their part, many and richest (mnked thixd nuﬁonnlly) ¢rn Michigan, uwir duvclopmeut plans and local
gavironmentalists never met a devel- inX , the Inr to the infc i the entire
'q;er they didn't hate. Inventory found that Oakland County devolopcd in the Michigan Natural aren and the ﬁmntened ecosyatems
! Cnnght in the middle, local govern-  is home to some of the mbst unapoiled  Featurea Inventory, six northern that apill acroas individual local gov-
lhent officials as often as not atuck ecosystems in the atate. Onklnnd County ies aro col- t boundari
their heads in the sand, At heart, For le, the study identified borating to pass ide devel Although it’s still a work in
thoy were hobbled by thinking about  two of the largest intact prairie fen mental polldoa aimed at pmurving progress, environmentalista are
gnvironmental isaues in ways that systems in the state, both in Onkland, andp entire that ] at the Helen Tay-
4 by the boundaries of the Buckhorn Lake lexinRose  may cross thoir boundaries. The six lor, state director of the Michigan

weare
their own village or township. They
ght, for example, try to proserve

Townahip and the Long Lake aystem
in Springfield Township. A prairie fen

— Springfield, Highland, Milford,
Rose and White Lake townships and

chapter of the Nature Conservancy,
snys what's going on in northern Oak-

hat part of a wetland withln t.hou- is a syatem of connected wotlands the village of Milford — propose to 1and County ia, “wonderfu! an incred-
diction, but fin that ins plants and animal work her in a literally unp ibly i ‘and thoughtful step for
nable to prevent development next  some rare and a few threatened. dented way. local communities to protect the qual-
r that could wreck the entire inter- There aro around 100 prairie fen sya- Although most of southern Oak- ity of life in important places,”
&mnemd ecosystom. tems in Michigan, but most are small  land County is fully developed, the She also held out a hand to

-1 Recently, however, an outfit called
the Michigan Natural Features
l‘nventory has finished a ground

and in bad shape, The systems in
Onkland County are mostly intact
and largely pristine.

northern ticr of townshipa ia still
lnrgely unwuchcd But thn threat of

builders and developers: “I want to
believe there are many positive oppor-

lled rapid d

ities out there to work together

with developors, Tho Conservancy .
has had many positive encounters in .
ﬁnd1n¢ compatible ways tofindand
tho lities while :
also preserving important places.” :
Taylor points out that ﬂu Natura! :
Features Inventory provideevery- !
body — developers, environmentalists |
and local government officials — with |
a detailed databass setting out impor- :
tant ecosyatems and how nwy overhp g
traditional local gov

ueden in Oaklnnd County H
deserve a big haad for trying to work |
out entirely new solutiona o old prob- :
lemas, I hope local governtmenta in .
other areas of the atate will follow !
their lead. i

For more information regarding the ;
Natural Features Inventory, contact
the Michigan chapter of the Nature
Conservancy at (517) 332-1741. Phil
Power is chairman of HomeTown -
Communications Network Ine., the
company that owns this newspaper. |
He welcomes your comments, either b_y
voice mail at (734) 953-2047, Ext.

1880, or by e-mail at ppower@
hamecomm.net .

MORE LETTERS

upercedes politics

§€1s not often that T feel compelled to

write to complimeat the work of an
elected official, however, I must com-
mnt on the hard work and clear
sense of commitment of Uskland
County Commissioner David Moffitt,
Farmington Hills,

...For the past 30 years, I have been
arradvocate for people with disabili-
tizg, and I have seen many politically
expedient decisions that seem to bene-

. it only the elected official. David Mof-
fitt, however, has demonstrated a true
commitment to improving the lives of

* people with disabilities, even when it
was not politically expedient ta do so,

" Oakland County Commiasioner

t  David Moffitt has gone the extra mile
s to stand up for that which he believes.
‘ His'votes to appoint new membera to
, the Onkland County Community

Mantal Health Anlhnrlty Board have

ty.

Oakland County Commissioner
David Moffitt's commitment to
improving Oakland County’s Commu-
nity Mental Health System has
allowed his statesmanship to
superceds politics,

Elmer L. Cerano
! White Lake

Reaching out

everyone where this wonderful
*Observer” paper reaches:
My name ia Erika Beth Ungersma
* Fenn. My roots are Dutch and Irish. I
am a wife, even though my husband
of 36-1/2 years died three years ago, I
go on to being the daughter of a very
Irish woman, non-deccased. And then
1 go on to being the mom of threo very
bright, beautiful children married to
derful spouses,

been i d at selecti
people who have demonstrated
responsiveness to the people served
by the county Mental Health Authori-

Wi

To make my story short, I reach out
to everyone in recovery in Livonia and
every where the Observer reaches, I

am Erika, an alcoholic,

I nlways wanted help. But I had to
learn how to ask. I was the proud wife
of a pharmacy profeasor, I was (and
still trying to be the proud mom of
three wonderful children.)

1 ask you in my heart to not dis-
miss people with substance abuse as
failures, We aro your judges, lawyers,
doctors and just people. I wel

president, June 12th is the election
for two vacancies, and we highly rec-
ommend Priscilia Brouillette for n-
election,

Prill is very knnwledgvnhle of the
role of the board of education and has
a thorough underatanding of the cur-
riculum. She has been very active in
shupi.ng policy and evaluating the
She ia able to empow-

your comments to my home (734) 464-
7586, Perhapa we can help the youth

of today. I know that I am trying very

hard, and I welcome your input.

Erika Fean

Livonia

They like Prill

Wa would like to express our.
appreciation pf the work Priscil
1a Brouillette has done while serving
on the board of education for Farm-
ington Public Schools. Prill has served
four years on the board, with the last
year in the role as;

er individuals and lets them do their
work successfully,

Although Prill is very good at see-
ing the *big picture,” she is also very
aware of the details, Prill goes to
many achool eventa and has continued

: son in stud

to
as well as staff,

We have known Priscilla Brouil-
lette for over eight years. Sheis a
thoughtful, caring person. She looks
at issues with intelligence and empa-
thy and always takes her job scrious.
ly. We have been fortunate to have
her leadership for the last four years.
On June 12 we have the opportunity

to let her continue her work to keop

excellence in Fnrmington Public
Schoals, .
Mark and Chariene Diehl:
Farmington Hills

Fee for mass transit?

'would like to make a comment
nbout mass transit,

“Activist argues need for masa
transit” was an article written by uuﬂ‘
writer Richard Pear] and published  *
April 20 in The Observer. :

Does anyone remember during the -
mid-1970s when license plate fees for :
the average motorist increased from
about $12 to close to $40 a year?

The extra money was to pay fora  :
mass transit system, Did we get one?
1 don’t think we did. I wonder why
not.

Harold J. McDonald
Garden City
R —— .
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Register now for fall semester courses at Instanc and
beautiful St. Mary's College at Orchard Lake
Special Programs

* Organizational Management
Cohort. Fas(-'mck progtam h:r motivated adults presented ina
Tecol

. St Maryson Iht Wukmd

Earn your bachelor’s degree in Business Administraiion with
concentrations In Marketing and Intemet Marketing. 10 week
1erms with classes on Friday and Saturday afternoons and

evenings

* Madonna University’s MBA at 81, Mary’s
Competltive tuition. 10 week terms. Finish in less than 2 years.
Internatlonal Buslness and six other concentratlons. Evening

program,
* English ‘as a Second Langua,

ge
Intensive program, 16 hours weekly. Three level TOEFL prep
R

Join your friends and neighbors at thé “riew” St. Mary's
.Call Toll Free 877-252-3131
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Haating & Coohos, ..

+10 S.E.E.R. * 80% Efficient

+Top Rated « A/C Prep

» Quality « Electronic [gnhion
Caonstruction * Multl-Speed Blower

« Five Yoar Parta/Labor ¢ Five Year Parta/Lsbor

HEATING & COOLING
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BrooMEELD 248-338-6666
248-542-3850
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» 9.95% lifetime rate cap
» Lowaer monthly payments
» No costly mortgage insurance,

‘TN- s ¢ yariabla rate loan.
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It's the Smartest
mortgage in town.

"First Federal’s SmartARM-Mortgage

pay 1o points.
With First Fedem‘};sit‘S‘T:sr;A':ol\'ﬂl.e Iymny:hl? ::,r; ::ﬂord more house

» Same great rate up to $650,000
» Super Jumbos available

with just 15% down

Call toll-free 1-888-850-RATE.or contact your mungﬁgo representative to a[iply 1oday’
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Loans for

ped homes soly. Fosl lean spproval sudject
i APA effective

Loan offices throughout metropolitan Datroit, Ann Arbor, Lansing, Kalamaz0o, Gwosso, and Grand Rapids. ",
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