R4(F)

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 2000

luuo ul‘Kida Discover magatine, an
brticlo entitled “Plonecrs” atdtes,
far fower ploneera died from Native
American attacks than most people
think, Movies, stories, and TV
shows about the West mads Native
Americans seem like a serjous
threat to tho pionoers, but this was
not the caso, Of the 10,000 pioncers
who died on the Oregon Trail .
betwoen 1835 and 1865, only about
* 400 were killed in such ‘attacks.*

. There hava been sovoral com-
ments recontly zegarding the
MCMR council'a parade concern
belng a minor political correctness
{ssuo. Is the inhumane treatment of
people, whether in the past or not,
fodder for humor? Let's hope not. It
inay seem harmless to some, but
let's remember that Hitler's Nazi
atrocitics begnn as cartoon depic.
tions of Jews and others who
weren’t in his majority group. And
keop in mind how you would feel if
ynur heritago was bmng made fun of
at the biggest venuo in tho commu-
ni!y each year,

+. Potawatomi Indians were the
earliest inhabitants of Farmington,
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Thoy need to feel the strength of
their culture.”

Ono of the African-American *
members of our council recontly
romarked that ro-enactments of
black lynchings cortainly would not
be accoptable in the parade. In fact,
when the Shriners National Organi-
ration was contacted wo wero told .
that portrayals of American Indi-
ans, like the one in our Farmington
parade, are not acceptable at the
Shriners National Parade. The
Shriner Protocol, revised in Febru-
ary 2000 states, “No impersonations
of ethni¢ groups, fomales, or politi-
cal figures aro allowed in parades.”

‘Wa are well aware that the
Shrincra do much good work in this
country, one example being the hos-
pitals they fund for child burn vie-
tims. Thia work is admirable and we
have cxpressed this to the Shriner
ropresentatives wo met with to
request very politoly and thought-
fully to omit two acts in the FAFF
parade.

Many of us have or have had good
men in our lives who are or were
Shriners, as in the caso of my pater-

Mnjol DoMarsh, a P i and

Onelda Indian woman, says, “It is
on offense to see my people por-
trayed in & Hollywood imnge, 80 hia.
torically incorrect. Indian youth
hoed a good self-image. So much haa
been taken away from my people.

nal grandfather, Times change and
8o should the actions of a communi-
ty that benefits from many interna-
tional businesscs and residents from
all over the world. The Farmington
school district is made up of a stu-
dent population spenking approxi-
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