CHAT ROOM

Korean War vet
recalls power of
gram’s prayers

grew up in a home where my fam-

ily consisted of my mather, my

grandmother, and my grandfa.
ther, Josus is God the Father's only
child nnd only son, I was my mother’s
only child and only son, I was my
grandparent's grandson who grew up
in their home during their old age. I
was very fortunato to have two moth-
ers in my homo to love me so much.
My grandmother was doﬂnunlg‘
born-ngain Christian. I would sco her
reading her Bible evoryday. I would
go to Sunday Bchool almost avery
Sundoy as a child growing up. 1
learned more about the Bible and God
from my grandmother,

It ia enrly in the month ol' April
1951, I am home on furlough from
Army basic training.' Qur country is
fighting a big war in Korea. [ am
leaving on an airplane tomorrow to
fly back to the Army. My grandmoth-
er said to mo, “When you walk out our
front door tomorrow, I may never see
you nguln.IAlh'l.he while yon; aro gono
from mo, I will p everyday to
lord and savior Jms Ch?ist{hutnl:i
will bring you back home to mo safe
and sound. I want you to pray to
Josug everyday you are gone also, If
we can get Josus to make up Hia
mind to bring you homa anfe and
sound to us, no matter what happens
to you after you leave tomorrow, you
will come homo to us safely.”

A busy division

I told my grandmother that my
division had scen a lot of combat in
‘WWIL They had been up the boot of
Itnly, all ncmsn southern Frn:u:s and
Thly were sending us to Hllkndo.
Japan, to joln occupation troops. We
were not supposed to go to the fight-
ing in Korea. However, I would pray
everyday as she asked mo to do.

I was in Japon a little over six
montha, Then they sent us to the
fighting in Korea,

It was the day and night of the
warst fighting [ had seen in Korea,
Our 81 Millimeter Mortar Platoon
had six mortars dug {n along the side
of hill 847, It is now 7 a.m. It is just
starting to get daylight.

My 1st squad had fired 1,200 shells
at the enomy. All six of our squada
had fired 8,600 shella at the enemy.
‘We wero totally out of ammunition, It
{8 now 8 n.m, and everything started
happening at once. Bumble Bee heli.
copters like you see on the television
show MASH came flying in to take
the critically wounded men back to
the doctors, trying to get them back
before they die.

The last helicoptera camo in at
about 10:30 a.m, Everybody, includ-
ing tho rifle companies, were out of
ammunition, ck loads of ammuni-

. tion were going'by our gun position,

Thoy would unload the trucks, thon
lond the trucks as full as they could
with dead bodies, They were cleaning
off the battlofiolds,

Tho modica had Landaged wounded
men and atopped the bleeding. We
had a ion of ded

walking by us to get to the doctors to
have ahrapnel and bullots taken out

of their bodles. This horrible scene

lasted from about 8 n.m. to 1 p.m.
Thia situation f am in looka totally
hopeless, Just as sure as God made
and green apples, 1 am going to
got killed over here in Korea, When
you are {n battle, you totally hate the
enomy. ¥ will bo as n soldier as I
can be and kill as many of the enomy
a8 I '‘can, When it is my turn to die, I
will dia and that will be the end ofit.
The Bible lnil{udau the Old Tosta-
mont and the New Teatament, The
word testament means “logal con-
tract.” We road’another word In the
Bible, covenant. It also monna legal
contract, I proyed to Josus Chriat,

-*This is Clifford Martin, Lord. I am

only 22 years old. 1 want to go home
and live a long life, Grandma soys if
you maks up your mind that I should
come home, I will go home safe and
sound.” Then I i}znyod this covenant

rayer: "Lovd, if you rescus mo from

ers, I will go to church every Sun.
day, T will mnd the Bible from cover
to cover, I a serious intorest
in you the reat of my life.”

a Staffer Kim Mortson
spent a day with fellow

lanatics for a
ﬁrsthnnd look at the popu-
lar summer pastime.

BY KIMBERLY A. MORTSON

I'll admit it ~ I'm a junkic, I've been
ons ever aince I can remember and I

have no intention of quitting. My drug

of choico .., garage sales. . .

Nothing draws my attention away
from the road fastor
than a collage of yard
sale signa haphazard-
ly affixed to a tele-
phono pole.

I find the winter
montha to bo almost
unbearable ~ having
ta lie dormant waiting
for that first roadside aign or classifled
ad to crop up like n spring tulip.

To foed my own habit and to under-
stand the garago salo culture better, I
spont o day with a photographer weav-
ing through several communitics
obnerving peoples’ anles, purchases,
and philosophies about what makes a
garago selo so appealing,

First we found you have to start
oarly. Many clichés apply to garage
naling, including “the early bird gets
the worm,” and “onc man's junk is
another man's treasurs,”

Years ago most sales took place Fri-
day through Sunday; Today, veteran

33 holdera poddle their wares Thurs-
day through Bntnrdny and spend Sun-
day cloaning up and throwing out
what's loft,

*It ronlly pnyas to advortise,” said
Barbara Galliant of Garden City, “This
is only tho second salo I've hind in prob-
ably 20 yonrs but wo've had a lot of
peoplo come through horo already.”

In search of

‘Wo lot tho offico at 8 a.m. on a Fri-
day with the classifleds and maps in
hand, Many of the ralos had alrendy
started the day before so thore wna a
good chance we missed a lot of the inl.
tial foot traffic and donls,
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ington unloads h hold clutter at a recent garage sale.

Lots of stutfl: Mary Crews of Fari

“People go to sales to get borgains,
plain ond simple,” said Tracy Mason of
Canton. “A lot of our bigger items went
on the first day.”

Garage sale shopping ian't for every-
one. Some people aren't willing to trav.
ol all over the city, racking up milenge
on their cars just to save a fow dullars,
Also, theso trips can prove to be unsuc-
cessful, I'll admit thurc have been doys,
even weeks, at a time when I didn’t

find a thing that interested me and
at can be a little discouraging.

But on the flip side, a good find can
be n truly joyous event. It’s that one
purchase that really makes all of the
Iackluster sales and tablea of “anoth-
er’s man's junk” worth it.

“I home school 8o I'm alwaya looking
for books and thinga like that for the
kids,” said Jennifer Knyden of Garden
City. I also shop for clothes the kids

can play in and stuff for the house.”

en it comes to garoge sales, stuff
ia the bottom line. You nover know
what you're going to happen across and
what people are willing to part with
onceo they start spring cleaning. I've
seen everything from spaghetti stained
Tupperware and feminine deodor;z;ng
ris
laco and o atuffed squirrel mounted on

Please seo YARD SALES,

Balloon bomb hit Farmington during WWII!
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BY RUTH MOEHLMAN
BPECIAL WHITER

July 26, 2000 will mark the &5th
anniversary of the unofficial ending of
World War I, Officially, the war ended
with the surrender of the Japanese on
the USS Missouri in Tekyo Bey on
Sept, 1, 1945,

It all scems so far away from Farme
ington, but an explosive device
launched by the Japanese actually
exploded in the xurden of John T. Cook

came, Kris
Port was on
Orchard
Lake Road
aouth of 13
Mile.

The war
in the Pacif-
ic went
badly for
the Americana at first, The Philippines
were lost and Americans suffered the

ious Baton surrender. 1943 was

n Gill Road in F on Ma
26, 1946,

As reported in en unpublished paper
by Charles Martinez, former director of
the Oakland County Pioneer and Hia-
torical Soclety, the device was one of
the 10,000 balloon bembs launched
against the United States by the
Japanese.

America entered World War 11 after
the air attack on American ships at
Pearl Harbor Dec. 7, 1941, It was an

the turning point in the war. In the
European war, Italy signed an
armistice in September. The Germana
surrendered May 7, 1944, In the Pacific
theater in 1943, Amerieca began to win.
America soon was able to start bomb-
ing the enomy's home islands. The
Japanese wanted to retalinte but
lacked an air base close cnough to
A to do so. Ji
dcvued 8 plan to make up for that lack,
to Martinez, a small unit

all-out war alfe life fn Fi
as American fighting men served on
two fronts, Europe and the Pacific,

On tho home front there was
rationing of meat, sugar, shoes and
gosoline. Americans bought war bonds,
and in Farmington Township a small
lookout tower wm: bunlt at the losnl aire

of thc Jupuncae military waa devoted
to building bombs into metal gondolu
that were to be carried by hot-nir Lal-
loons acrosa the Pacific in the jet
stream, the high-speed winds that hluw
from west to east,

There were 10,000 of these goudaln

port, Kris Port, V¢ for
enemy planes, which I‘ortunnu‘ly never
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Le tour de jardin

Garden walk tres bien

Lo Tour de Jardin promises to bo
“mugnifique,” according to spokes-
woman Nan Reld, .

The Farmington Garden Club garden
walk Baturday, June 24, from 10 a.m,
to 4 p.m. hua a French themo but an
English garden will bo among tho six
local gardens spotlighted on the tour,

“It'a nico that thia yoar we share the
day with the Farmington area Fin
Feost,” natd Reid, adding that garden
enthusiasts coming to Heritage Park
from lho nuth shouldn't be discour.

y morning parads mnd closures,
: ‘Shlawulun will be open,” Reid said.

Tho Splcer Houne in Heritage Park is
the boginning po!nt nl‘ the hmr, wost nf
Farmingto!

I ‘The gardons are mag-
nifique.’
) Reid

Nan
—Farmington Gardcn Club
spokeswoman

tour-goors will sce n backyard natural
wﬂdllfe habitat nnd an olnborate two-
story backyard playhoune,

Prior to Saturday, tickots for the
walk aro at Vines Flower & Garden ot
30680 Grand Rivor; Schrootor's Flow-
ars ot 29216 Orchard Lake; Spring-
brook Gardens at 23614 Power Rond;

n Road b and 1
Mile. Tickets will be nvnﬂnb]a at the
visitor's center for §7.
In n:ldmon to the Engliuh garden,

Steinkopf Nuraory at 20316 Farming-
ton Road; Farmington Floriste at
23340 Farmington Road; and Hearts
avrd Flowors at 33238 12 Mile.

77-5450

BIArY POTO BY BiLL BREtEx

-Poole’s pool: Betiy Poole enjoys a rare moment sitting down ne.
to her garden pond. Her garden is featured on Saturda s n%a)k
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