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« Farmington residonts will
-enjoy a 1 porcent decroaso In
.their water and sewer bills,
*Wo're pluased to pass along a
*decronse to rosidents,” aaid Bill
‘Richards, assistant city manag-

‘ar.

- At the Monday night city coun-
.¢il meeting, Richards explained
“that the savinga stommod from
‘the Detroit Wator and Sewernge
' Department, which raised watar
tates by 4.42 percent but
decreased sewar rates by 5 por.
«cont. Most of southeast Michigan
‘municipalities get their wator
from tho Detroit Water and Sew-
:":1':1” Department, Richards
sald.

' Water is measured by unita,
.which equal 1,000 gallons. The
average Farmington houschold
.uses about 120,000 gallona per
year,

' Director of Public Services

.Kovin Gushman estimates the
.average homeowner will pay
“about $1.50 less cach quarter, or
36 per ymr

B (1] not a lot, but it’s better
‘than on inerease,”
“sald,

Gushman
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H Water Is measured by
unlts, which equal
1,600 gailons, The aver
age Farmington house-
hold uses about: .
120,000 gallons per
year. Most of southeast *
Michigan manicipalities
got thelr water from
the Detrolt Water and
Sowerage qqpa;tmem.

w,qrsn AND
SEWER'RATES

necount to cut that in halfl

McRae asked whothor lowering the rate
would only postpono the Inevitablo.

~How long can wo koep deing this and
not affect our capltal budget?” he asked
Director of Publlc Works Tom Binsell,

Blascll said the intercst income was
designed to offset rate increases. Figuring
rates ia always a balancing act, he said,
andl the goal is to keep them on an even

eol,

*“This {8 money our citizena paid in, and

. wa're rebating it back to them,” comment-

cd Barnott.

Ono citizen felt she's still paying too
much because of a minimum use charge
on quarterly billings, Kothy McRae said
she and her husband aro charged overy
quarter for water they don't use beeause
thoy never meet the minimum of 16,000
gallons despite regular water use.

I think you should take another look nt

"t what the minimum is,” she said.

A:cordlng to Biasell, thc DPW had

looked at the issue o number of timea
over the past two years, While it's posal.
hle to pull out all of the fixed costs and
sot o rato for just that part of the bill,
plus a usage charge, he sald the lower-
volume users would end up poying cven
more than the current minimum.
Barnett quostioned an increase in
water loss, which is the differunce
between how much water is pumpcd into

compared to somo of the older citics that
lose n significant amount of thelr watoer
and thoy don't know where {t's going,”
Binsell pointed out. “Our system i3 l'nirly
tight, but there are growing problems.”

A Mastor Watermain Plan currently
under way will evaluate problem areas,
he added. .

While water rates increased, sewer
rates dropped by about three percent.

the city and the total of individual read-
ings. Drain Commission Enginecr Doug
Buchhelz said water main breaks, firea
and leaks in the system cuntnbu(cd to
the 14 percent loss, which is much higher
than the average estimate of five percent,

Last year, he said, the city experienced
131 water main brenka, which {8 higher
than normal.

“It's portly the nge of the system,” ho
enid, adding most of the breaka eccurred
in the southeast, where older pipes are
mnde of cast iron,

“Farmington Hills is fairly fortunate

, Barnott oxp d concern over
a 20 pnrcmt increase in debt aervice,

which Buchholz, Binscll and Berrott

couldn't fully explain.
For that renson, the councilwoman
vated “no” to the rate change.

*It's not that I don't want to give every-

y a decrense,” she said. “Therc's just

not o lot of time to answer these ques-
tions.”

The new water and sewer ratea will
take effect July 1.
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