The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 2000

- Abbottville

Where terrible
things happen so
emergency crews

can practice

BY JONT HURRED
BTAFY WEITER
Jhubred@oe.homocomm.not

tornado cut a duvastntimz
swath through Farmington
1ills Tuesday, leaving the
city without power and forcing
Mayor Nancy Batea to declare a
dusk-to-dawn curfow.
" Wondering how you missed it?
. The tragedy really happened
in Abbottville, o tabletop diora-
ma designed to train firefighters,
polico officors,

Baldwin, who sot up the train-
ing, enid the scenarios included
fires, natural disastors and bad
accidents. Each situation was
real, taken from Don's experi-
ences training his own and other
dopartments,

“This is o good way of teaching
lessons,” Baldwin said, *It's a
visual, which is great.”

A lpollblndlng story téllor,
Don usca roal-life sconarios to
get his points ncross. On
Woednesday he talked

reaponse toams, govarnmont
workers and officials to reapond
when  disastor  strikes.
Abbottville’s owners, Don and
Bev Abbott, used tho city for
three days of training at tho
Costick Centor in Farmington
Hills early this week.
. "I've worked in a number of
citics, and this was the best I've
seoon,” said Teri Arbenowske,
. assistant to Hills City Manager
Stove Brock. *It refroshed and
sharpened cur emergency
TCSPONse A8 4 cil

Hills Deputy !-‘Ara Chlief Peto

Disaster: You name it, any type of erder,
called to order in the model town qub

LS

with a group of western' Wayne
County firefighters about an
incident in which bleachers col-
“lapsed during o high school foot-
balt game.

Aa he detailed the actual
response, Don also talked about
what others participating in an

Abbottville recrention activity .

had suggested. Emergoncy work-
era tend to listen & little closer,
Baldwin said, because they know
Abbatt I credible,

He's been there.

A rotired Division Chief for
Warren Township Fire Depart.
ment in Marion County, Ind.,

genéy can be
ottville.

T BILL BRESLER

TATY Puotos
"Bird's eye vlew: Farmington HIlls firefighters plan their response to a disaster in make- be[wvaAbbottu:lIe.

Don was named 1992 Innovator
of the Yoar by the International
Society of Fire Service Instruc-
tora. He holds an associate
degree in firo sci , and since

B ‘Emergoncy response
crews noed to grow
wlth a city. We Just

his rotirement has traveled
around the country with his wife
acting as a conaultant in emer.
gency responder safoty and inci-
dent management.

“That's about one-fifth of it,*
Bev said, pointing to five large
tables set up in the Shannon
Room at the Costick Center. *It's
Just stored in o very large shed
wo have in the back of the
house.”

In addition, the Abbotts have
several trailors full of equipment
stored in other states, so they
can just fly in without having to
transport everything. After
Farmington Hills, the couple
flow to Arizona. Baldwin tried to
book them for a second scasion,
but the couple didn't have an
opening. until September - of
next year, -

Bev. said the response they've .
gotten from the communities

't figured out yet
that when one grows,
the other has to also
grow toward having
enough people to do

the job.’
Don Abbott

——disaster trainer

they've visited has beon “won.
derful.,” She believes people
reapond positively because the
simulation gets them both emo-
tionally and physically invelved,
While some of the firefighters
who attended Wednesday might
have been n little hesitant about,
the role-playing nt firat, Baldwin "
said they quickly got into the
scene. Afterward, thoy talked
about their actions with Don,

even pointing out what thoy
might do differently if they had
to do it over again,

“Thoy'll tell you the mistakes
thoy made,” Don said, “Thoy'll
remomber that for at least the
next six months to a year,”

of the year, and most of thelr
engagements come through
“word of mouth” advertising.
In almost overy community,
they sco the samo kinds of issues
ed, and ea Don snid, “Things
hku this could happen in ulmnn

On Tuesday, Arb ke's
role was to deal with the media
after tho simulated tomado,

“Don was great,” she said. “He
had a microphone and & blg cam-
ern light that he was shining in
my face.”

Dealing with his tough, rapid-
fire queations was & far cry from
most of the simulations
Arbenowske has attended, Most
of those have involved sitting
around a command post, dis-
cussing what the response might
be to a disnster.

“It's not as real as this. We
actually had to play act it out,”
she said. “I even wrote proas
releases.”

The $1,000-a.day cost of the
disaster simulation hasn't damp-
ened Abbottville's popularity,

Dan and Bev travel 42 weoks out

BANK

any

The one trond he sces moro
than any other in the world of
emergency response s a compla:
cency among citizens whose firg
and polico departmenta and res-
cuo services are doing a good job.
In too many cases, he satd, peo-
ple don't want to invest in nddl-
tional stnffing or equipment
becauso they don’t sce a real
presaing need.

And then the bleachers :ul-
lapae, Or a tornado hits.

“Emergency rouponuo cruw;
need to grow with =z city,” Dog

“sald. “We juat haven't figured

out yet that when one grows, the
other has to also grow toward
Jhl:'lﬂﬂ enough people to do the
ob.” .
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