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Driver faces
charges in
hit-and-run

BY TRACEY BIREENEAUER
BTAFF WRITIR

The driver in Monday night's fatal
hit-and-run accident turned himsolf in
to the Farmington Hills Police
Di on Tueaday aft

On Wednesday, Motthow Adam
Lucns, 21, of Farmington Hills was
arralgned in 47th District Court and
charged with leaving the acene of a
fatal accident. If convicted, he could
servo up to five ycars for tho folony
offonse, His license and 2000 Jecp
Cherokeo wera conflacated.

Lucas posted $500 bond and is home
in Formington Hills awaiting & June
28 proliminary examination in 47th
District Court.

After reviewing his driving record,
police say Lucas shouldn't have been
driving Monday night. Ho has been
ticketed 26 times and hia liconse has
been auspended nine times sinco
1995,

*It’s a ehame that a lifo was lost and
tho person responsible shauldn't have
been driving,” said Farmington Hitls

- Police Chief Bill Dwyer. *I'm not sure
why his licenso waan't revoked.”

QOn Monday at 11:67 p.m., Stophen

' Croon, 39, was struck and killed by a
vehicle witneasos say resemblea
Lucas. Police say Croan w@s mentally
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Be a winner: Wonder who
will win the Farmington-
Farmington Hills Cham-
ber of Commerce annual
raffle drawing? Stop by
Shiawassee Park for the
drawing at 3 p.m. The
top winner gets a choice
of a new Corvette, Mer-
cedes SUV, two Harley-
Davidson motorcycles, a
Mediterranean cruise or
$30,000 cash.
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Social studies tough MEAP subject

H More MEAP results. These

cover social studies and

writing in the fifth and eighth grades. Farmington stu-
dents still are scoring higher than state nvart:iges, but .
eighth-grade scores in writing have decreased.

BY TRACEY BIRKENHAUER
BTAY? WRITER

Farmington's fifth- and eight-grade
scionce, social studies snd writing
MEAP marks were superior to state.
wide scores.

Farmington fifth-grade, resuits

remainod steble in all arcas compared
to lnst year, Eighth-grade scorcs, how-
over, incronsed in science and socinl

studies, but decreased in writing.
Almost 100 percent of Farmington's
fifth. and cighth-grade students, about
800 in each grade, took the two-day
1 Eduratidal A Pro-

m h Y e ————— T
B, oecoming sl ] FIFTH AND
Soclal Studies EIGHTH GRADES

In its second year, tha soctnl etudies
portion of the test proved to be a tough
area for tho district and tho state. Only
2.8 porcent of Farmington-area {ifth-
grade studonts performed at Lovel 1
this year, with 2.1 percent at the high-
est lavol last year.,

The socinl studies portion of the test
is categorized into lovels, one through
four. Level 1 is called Exceoded Stan-

dards, Leve! 2 is Mot Standards, Levol
3 is Basic and Lovel 4 is Apprentico.
With 116,164 test-takors throughout
the state, 2.2 percent of fifth-graders
made Level 1 thia year while 1.7 per-
cont did last year.,
Lavels 1 and 2 aro combined to deter-
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Yeah! Kids Day!

- %undredu of children ligging pop-

STAFT PEOTOS BY DILL Brxsixx
Up and away: Natalie Ciolfi her grow and float
away in the breeze. Below, Rick Carver entertains on stilts.

A day in the park

20h, bbbl

corn, cotten candy and balloons
swarmed Shiawassea Park on
Thursday for Kids Day. .
They rode on a miniature train, com-
poted in a rotten sneaker contest, o
bubble-gum blowing competition, met
and petted farm animala, and got a
chance to travel around the park on a
hay ride.

] FAMILY FEST

Kids Day is a highlight for the annual
Farmington Aren Family Fest, fermerly
known aos the Farmington Founders
Festival,

Most of the activities in the park wera
free, except for rides. The event waa

Up and down: Brave kids could climb the stairs to the
inflatable slide and zip back down to the bottom Thursday.

sponsored
cial Services Dopartment.

by the Farmington Hills Spe-
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Anniversary

nial Car Wash
reminds the com-
munity to remem-
ber Korean War
vets on their 50th
anniversary, which
is today. It also
mgerlm the oﬁicig:
ginning of ¢
Korean War Com-
memorative period,
Commemorative
flags are still avail-
. able bé;‘i‘:e Fl;aerm}
u&gfon mber o,
ommerce. Please
call 474-2440 to
purchase one or for
more information.

Plan for ren

BY JONt HUBRED 2
BTAFF WRITER
jhubredGoehiomecomm.net

A bnieuguarcd plan for luxury apart-
ments on Eight Mile Road near 1-276
disappoared from Thursday night's
Farmi Hilla Planning C i

efon meoting, mnci\ to the delight of

tals pulled

that doesn’t include any rental houa-

ng.

Tim Smith, public rclations director
for Villago Green Propertics, said Fri-
day that company reconsidercd after
meating with city officiala and resi.
dents.

“The foedback we got was that a
rental product of any type was really

blo," Smith said. “We will, in

neighboring residents,
topers say, h » that
n now proposal will appear soon, one
90
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Candidates

agree that

reducing state gas tax
is not the solution

BY JONT HUBRED
Jhubred@oehomecommnet

Though governors in other states
have cnacted emergency mensures to

reduce gas taxes, state Rop. Andrew
Raczkowski (R-Farmington Hills) un‘h:l

S ——
STATE HOUSE

ho sald.

While the supply issuo has boosted
prices significantly, a new Environs
mental P ion Agency i

Friday that's not a solution to sky
eting gaa prices.

Although they may differ on other
{ssuca, Raczk ki's ts in the

that the region use reformulated gos -
mixed with more ethanol - has driven
thg':.n aven highor, Raczkowski added.

November race for the 37th District
Houso soat agree on thia one. Chal-
lengera Aldo Vagnozzi, a Democrat,
and Reform Party candidate Eric Bor-
regard also believe solutions lay in
dealing with those who control oil and
gas supplics.

“We could slop the 4-cent gas tax,
but (that's not) what the real problem
is,” Raczkowski said.

Raczkowaki, who anid he voted
against tho tax when it was first pro-
poaed, feels the federal government
“dropped the ball” when OPEC, tho for.
olgn cartel that controls the flow of
crude oil, was negotinting prices. Tho
combination of a very cold winter and
warm spring put pressure on an

. nlready low oil supplyL.Aulung with two

wo are in o more industrial-
jzed aren, wo necd to havo a higher
rate of cthanol mixed with tho crude
oil,” he said, *“There is ono company
that has the patant. That'a why fuel
pricea took a huge jump almost tho dny
that rule went into effect, This guy had
a patent, and he's making monoy on

i

Rather than going into n specin) ses-
sion to deal with the gns tax,
Rnczkowaki said tho state should ask
the EPA for a waiver, to give officials
time to figure out how to implemont
tho reformulated gas. Ho haa signed n
resolution and will testify at two ape-
cinl task force meetings, the first of
which is scheduled for 2 p.m, June 27
in room 519 of the House Offico Build-

pipeline breaks in and Texas,
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