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Jim Kay
Famington Karmison

Harrison trio on All-Observer team

BY OBSERVER STAFF

Before Stove Horman came
nlong, Garden City’s bascball
team had never been to o region-
al final and hadn't won a district
nncu the carly 1980s.

+ The Cougars did both of thoso
thingl thia scason and posted a
23-6 record along the way, bofore
falling in the regional final to
evontual Division I runner.up
Redford Catholic Central. The
marked improvement is the
biggost renson Herman was
named as the Observerland
Coach of the Year,

*The program had been down
for quite a few ycars, not win-

Justin Ocksman
Gardon Clty

Bryan Kay
Piymouth Canton

ning any league or district
titles,” said Herman, whoso team
went 18-6 in Herman's firat year
of coaching in 1899. “We're start-
ing to get a following from fans
and that helpa the attitude on
the team. We've had somo unbe-
lievable players, in terms of tal
ent and attitude,

“Hopefully, we'll get cven far-
ther with somo talented players
coming back. When you have a
group liko this, only good things
can happon.”

Herman wasn't the only coach
blessed with talent this season.
Here's a look at the 2000 All-
Observerland bascball team:

ALL-AREA FIRST TEAM

Jim Kay, P, Harvison: Kay posted on &
2 record 1o lead the Hewks (o the West:
@rn Lakes Activities Associstion champi-
onshlp. He never lost & geme as a
starter; both defonts occurred in rellef.

He won both ends of a late-season

with Piymouth Canten (o
clinch the WLAA Wastern Division title,
and ho beat Plymouth Salam In the

- Madigan, (s3as Sudut, Sam Negher: -
" astord ©C; Kevin Ents , Chadie
Hueger; arden Ciy: Matt Gordon, .
Mirot OlMichele, Mike Sparks; -

M il Tuckar; Jobn'Qlennt Josh
O3y, Joft Mitehall,-Oun Fadulchak; *
Ybarrs, - Matt 1

game,

Hay struck out 38 and wolked 13 In
4% Innings while allowing 40 hits, His
earned run sverage wes 2,75,

“We dldn‘t know what to axpect
whan ho transferred (from Farminglon
High), and he bacamo he oce of our
stotf.” cooch John Hesrington sald. "Hs
was our most valuable pltcher. He got
hot and won the big games.

“it seomed he was toughest (n the
blg gomes and with men on base. In a
number of games, he would have two
runnors on bosa and would bear down
and get the big outs.”

Ockerman, P, Qarden City; Ock-
eman was piobobly the biggest reason
1hot Garden City drew crowds, In more
woys thon one, Tha 89 righthondar was
11-1 with 0 2.49 ara, 43 walks and 101
strikeouts in 73 innings and 3 twoyoar
1ocord of 182, He was also named sec-
ond team ali-stata In Divslon 1.

At the plate, Ockerman hit .346 with
o schoolrecerd eight homers, 31 RBI,
six doubles ond 22 watks.

“He hits the ball 8 lang woy,* sald
Hesman, “He had threo homers In one
day at tha Redford Unlon tourncy. Ho's
an outstanding pitcher and €on only got
better. Ha's still developing. Next yeas,
i# he develops an off-speed pitch to go

Ryan Krol John Hil
Qarden City

B BASEBALL

with his stider and fastball, he'll be evan
better. I'm glad | get him for one more
yeor.*

Brisn Kay, C, Plymouth Canton: Kay
repeosented Lhe Chiofs at ths Michigen
High School Athletic Association’s all-
star gamo ot Comarica Park. He was aoll-
confarance and all-disteict.

fivo home funs, nine doubles
and four triplos. Ho scored 31 runs and
hod 31 fiBL, Ha stole 12 boses, watked
eight timas and struck out nine.

*He Is o great lender ond wos also
our leadoff man,” Canten coach Scott
Dickay said, “He was a very hard work-
ar, which pald off for n great soason,”

C, Garden Clty: Kio) strug-
gled a little at the plate this yaar, hit-
ting Just .284 and scoring 25 runs with
13 R8I and eight doublos. But basaball
Ia more than hitting.

“He pretty much shut down any
oppasing running gome oll yoar,” sald
Hesman, "He's unbelievobty strong ond
that wifl be the kay to him succeeding
at the next level. He's o dafensive
catcher. He cought two of the best
pltchore in the area and did & good job
at keeping the ball In front of him.*

John N, C, Catholic Central: Very
quietly, Hill proved to be one of the best
in tha aren. Ha lod the Shamrocks with
8,371 avarage, had 39 hits, 26 RBI and
addad six doubles. His biggest asset,
though, is his fielding — making Just
four orrors all yoar and winding up with
4 .982 fiolding overnga,

"Most conches agree that nexl to
pitching, catcher Is the most important
poslition,” sald CC cooch John Saltér,
“John made s big Improvemant on
defense ovor the last coupls of yeors.
Our pitchars knew they could thiow tho
ball In the dict and it would be blocked.
And that's g0od 1o have, when you have
8 stolf liko ours thot ralies on the curve
ball, He dossn't Jump out at you, ha's
just stesdy.”

Tim Dalg, IF, Harrlson: Dolg. who
pitched and played first base, hit 425
ond fed the Hawka In RBI (30}, home
runs {5) and doubtes {8). He also had
two triptes and was second In total hits
with 34,

As 0 pitcher, Dolg Is undefeated (10-
0) over the last two Sensons, He was 5
0 this yoor with a 2.57 ERA. He had 25
strikeouts and 19 walks in 35%innings.

“He's an auistanding alkround ath.
fete,” Hertington sald. At Arst base, ho
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COULD YOUR
KITCHEN USE A DASH
OF INNOVATION?

OPENING JULY 6
IN TROY & WEST BLOOMFIELD

Desdign Center
INSPIRATION TD INBTALLATION

A HOME BARET SENeaNy

Tim Dolg
Famington Hamison

was 83 30lid 03 can be.

“Ho made 8 greot play for the final
out In the lesguo champlonship game,
going tar 10 his right, knocking down
ihe balt and making the throw to the
pitcher,

“Whenaver the ball s In the dirt, he
always comes up with It; the ball dicn't
got by him, And he’s 8 solid No. 3 hitter.
Wo Iiked to let him hit awey, because
ha would drive in runs.*

Mike Macek, IF, Redford Unlon:
Macek has beon the mast offensive
player at Redford Unlon over the last
four yoars — in his hitting anyway. He
hit .500 for the season with 57 hits, &
schooktecord 14 homars (tied for sisth
In single season state history}, & schook
mark 53 RBJ and 5 slugging percentage
of 1.009.

His 34 homers on a carcer place him
socond In stste history behind
Brighton's Drew Henson and he also has
o career batting average of .462
{192/413} In his four ysars starting for
the Panthers® varsity. Macek afso land-
od a 5pot on the All-Siate baseball
Droam Team as salectsd by the coaches
sssoclotion.

“He's just on alk-around great hitter,”
sald RU caach Rick Berryman, °t got
spoifed with his hitting. he had big hit
after big hit for the last four ysars. To
soy he's been a huga part of the last
four yoars would be 8n understatement.
Ha's Just a grent, coachable kid. Ho's
been a pleasure.”

lou Hadley, IF, Hamison: Hadley was
Herniison's MVP, hitting 450 (38-01-80)
from the leadof! position to help the
Hawks win the WLAA champlanship

n.

He had 26 stolen bases, scored 33
tuns and diove In 18 uns, He also hit
with powar; he had five doubles, two
triptes and two home runs, He struck
out Just four times and walked on 13
occaslons,

Hadtey was the quarterbock who led
the Hawks to tho Divislon 3 state foot-

ball champlonship tast Nove Stave Herman .
Plonso seo AL-OBSERVER, BA Garden Citycoach ..
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LAST WEEK'S WINNER

John Minagawa-
Webster

Monroe
Monroe High Schoo!
Presented by
Gorno Ford in Woodhaven

Tune in WJR 760 AM each
Friday at 7:40 a.m. and hear
the Athlete of the Week
announced on Paul W. Smith’s
morning show.
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To submit your
1. Send us up to one page of information about the athlete’s involvement in

sports, community, academic achievements and any awards he/she has

received. Inciude the name of the high school and a picture of the athlete.
2. Include your name and daytime phone number.
3. Send your nomination to:

WJR 760 AM
2100 Fisher Bullding, Detrolt, Ml 48202
Attention: Athlete of the Waek
or
FAX to: 313-875-1988

tion for the High School Athlete of the Week:

Tune in to WJR 760 AM Friday morning to hear the winner announced!

Larenes




