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Conservation /.. ...c:

um_ Association awards for
amphibian consorvation. .
*We want to educate ond
change attitudes about amphib.
jans which most people feel are
loathsome and disgusting,” eaid
Kovin Zippol, who came from tho
Bronx Zoo six months ago to
tike tho positinn of centor cura.
tor, “I'm excited that there is
«puth a facility just for conserving
and producing amphiblan off-
spring, and working with rare
and endangerod species. The
long term game plan {8 to break
ground in threo months for o 4-
5 000 foot addition for native
rth Amorican species and to
hinhllght cultural aspocts of
nmphibfans, We have so many
«seferonco to frogs in our culture
from Kermit to the story of the
princesa and the frog.”
Qlen Board has *learned a lot

about frogs” aince taking on the
task of croating murals for tho
200 8ix months ago, Manager of
Exhibit Works’ museum division,
Board had stayed with tho crow
until 10 p.m, the night bofore to
make sure interactive activitics
nuch as ths Cronking Cafe were
ready in timo for the opening.
The cafe consists of two disca
that visitors twirl until thoy
match up the enlamander and
his dinner.

*The wholo idea s for {t to be
fun and to bo part of it,” said
Board, whose company ia cur-
rently working on oxhibits for
tho 8t, Louia Scionco Contor.
*The mural in the next room

challenges kids to find tho,

amphibians hiding in it. For me,
the challenge has been to learn
about frogs. We know exhibits
and what people like to do but

we didn't know much about
frogs.”

puter, tho wall murals tell the
story of how all lifo is linked.

“The animals and onvironment
wore {nspiration for the color:
greens and bluoa and splashes of
color,” said Ted Swigon, Exhibit
‘Works musoum divisfon director,
*Usually these crittors are very
amall. We want visitors to got o
senac of how they devolop from
egg to tadpole to frog, thelr envi-
ronments and their transition
from land to water.”

Bocky Johnson, senior keeper
ot the conter, atressed tho doli-
cato balanco of environmental
clements the amphibiana must
have to survive out of the wild,

*They're vory frogile d
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Center information -

‘What: Tho new

" Whare: 8450 W. 10 Mile Road at

Conserv Contor delights
visitars with hundreds of frogs,
salamanders and newts
When: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. dally.

Waoodward Ave,, Royal Oak.
Tiokets: $7.50 adults, $5.50
senlors age 82 and up, students,
and chlldren ages 2-12, Call
{248) 3980903

travel only as far aa the zoo's
Roptile House. But species auch
as tho helibender, North Ameori-
ca’s largest salamander, dart
frogs, tha fully nquatic axolto,
and the J. Giant Sala-

to other animals,” said Johnson,
who waa holding e Tiger eala-
ander from north Amorica,
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“Tho challenge is keeping their
environment moist.”

'l'hat's the job of Harry Wurd.

curator of herp

He'a had to make sure cach of
tho species live in conditions
similar to their native onviron-
ment. Ninoty percent of the con-
tor’s inhabitants will have to

mander scquired in an agreo-
ment with Asa Zoo in Hh'oshimu,
are now to tho Detroft

“Their care ruquiru a lnt of

‘ulm:tnclty nnd time,” said Ward,

ment and needs to bo fed a diet
of crickota Lwo to threo times a
woek.”

Many amphihinna Hvo in
aquatic worlds similar to the
Immersion Gallery in the center,
A fine mist onvelops visitors to
the space that mimica the Poru.
vian Amazon, Orchids, palma
nnd tropical grosses thrivo on
the heat and humidity as do the

ging tonds, frogs, birds,

“Tho J Giant Sal

der, which grows up to 5 feet
long, requires a cold strerm
eonvironment and oxtromely
clean water, The tomato frog
from Madagascar requires a rel-
atively warm and moist environ.

Concert jo. o

fri
and fish swimming in the fresh
water stream.

*“We hopo to serve as o model,
snid Andy Snider, curator of her-
potology. Snider began working
on thn projoct throe years ago

. whanlt.hu 200 afiglnully hmgght

3 ]
and veterinarians from arcund
tha world.

“Many zoos use amphibians as
filler species betwoen the snakes
and crocs. This ia designed more
liko an nqunrlum for mh h'

y suited to
liko the Empomr Mowts, nativo
to ono province in contral China,
We startod broeding them in
1888 and until 1997 the Dotrolt
Zoo was the only ene doing t.”

Tha zoo is an exciting placo to
bo right now with tho springtime
births of Biborian tigers, a camel
and zebras, and the now polar
bear oxhlblt. the Arctic Ring of
Lifo, acheduled to open at the
end of the yoar, Whether you
simply want to pay a visit or
spend some timo at the zao,
therc'a plenty to do.

Interested in drawing the ani-
mals? The Birmingham Bloom-
field Art Contor s offering two-
day workehops for adults and
children with Pat Allen July 156
and 22 or Aug. 5 and 12, Tho
cost e $60, members, $65 non-
members, To register or for more
information, call the art conter
(248) 644-0888.

of that s the arta.”

The Livonia Arts Commission
has heen Joading many of the
eofforts to encourage the growth
of arts in tho community. Estab-
lished by a city council ordinance
in 1974 undor the auspjces of
then Moyor Edward McNamara,
the commission continues to
financinlly support saveral local
nonprofit arts organizations in
addition to showcasing artista at
its annual Livonia Arts Featival
and Fine Arts in the Village
exhibit, It also displays tho
worka of visual artists in month-
ly rotating exhibits at three

venues at Livonia City and
the Civic Center Library, :
*“The Livonia Arts Commission

has dedicated poopla spcnrhend&

munity.”

Kirksoy praised the offorta of
citizens such a8 Robert Bennett
for his work as president of the
Livonia Symphony Orchestra
which is now entering its 28th
scason. Bennott has been pro-
moting the arts even before he
was Livonia’s Mayor from 1988
96. It was Bennett's idea to hold
a Muaic Undor the Stars series
when he was a city councilman
back in 19872. Noarly 30 yeors
later, the musical series is still
going strong. It kicks off 7:30
p.m. Thursday, July 8 with the
Big Bond Expross playing in
Civic Center Park. The Livonia

hony Orchestra
at the pm—k 7 80 p.n. Thursday,
Aug. 17.

the fabric of life,” said Bennett,
“Wo need to havoe the arts in our
daily lifo to meka our lifa whole."

Kirksey couldn't agree any
more. That's why he's still out
there trying to raise the $20,000
in costs associated with the
Detroit Symphony concert., It
promisea to be a al one with
guest conductor Emil de Cou
leading the more than 100-mem-
ber orchestrn in a program that
ranges from Ellington's It Don’t
Mean a Thing to sclections from
Gershwin's An American in
Paris, De Cou ja acting muaic
director of the San anciaco
Ballet, and conducted the Ameri-
can Baollet Thentre for eight
years. He's led orchestras all
over the world, including the

ing a number of nctiviti
Kirksoy. *It's an oxamplo of the
interest that there is in the com-

Cultural Arts Award
- Nomination Form.

(we) nominate'the follo‘wing as the person who has done the -
ost to further the arts in the Birmingham-Bloomfield area:
(Bevcrly Hills, Bmgham Parms, B:tmmgharn, Bloomﬁeld_ ’

noninee’s spedﬂc
Bmmdnl. lain the and
““’W.J"‘”m

lion-:ﬁ creative, volunl:eer, !
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ontgndtbe ;
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ubmitted by:

Y Clty & Phone Number:

Send nomiination formtor .

Thc Bu-mmghnm-ﬂloomﬁcld Cultural Arts Award
Culmml Council of Bummghnm/Bloomﬁeld

. PO.Box465.
Birmingham, MI 48012,
" Or Email 1beme@att nec
Or Fax to 248-851- <1209

:N_o'm_im_ltions are due by July 31,1999 -

’l.ho .y

h National Orchestra,

to tuko a bigger role in promot.
ing the arts which are a factor in

Tokyo Philharmonie, Polish
Radio Orchestra, Roynk Danish
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In conjunction with

THE CITY OF SOUTHFIELD

THESE SUMMER LUNCH CONCERTS WILL BE A WEEKLY
" MINIFEST! VAL ATTRACTION.

.Opera Orchestra, and the
Mool orch £ A h

o
Holland and Romania.

The Detroit Symphony Orches-
tra’s new oxccutive director,
Emil Kang, originally camo up
with the idea for the Livenia con-
cert. DSO vico president of com-
munications John MacElwee
anid the orchestrn is always
looking for opportunitics to
roach out to noy audiences in
the auburbs. .
- “We'd eventually like to do a
concert in overy city,” snid
MacElweo. “It's a chance to bring
the orcheatra to new people, For
many, it's the first introduction
they have to the symphony and
if they have a positive experience
wo hopn to bring thom down.
town.”

e EVERY THURSODAY
ALL SUMMER LONG 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM




