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BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFY WRITER ‘

haall F—

0 actors put their atamp

on famous roles and another
showas his range, moving
cnnﬂy frumldrnmnz room come-

dy
nt f.hh yonr's Stratford Featival,

Stratford {s offering an eclectic
senson with only three Shake-
spearo works among the 13 plays
being presented. In fact this year
tho cmphasia is not on the Bard
but on the bad boy from Ireland,
Oscar Wilde, to mark the 100th
annivorsary of his untimely
deanth. Stratford is offering
Wilde's most popular comedy.

The Importance of B
Eanutt, a play about Wllde ]

} life, Qscar R
bered, a Gilbert and Sullivan
musical based on Wildo and a
month-long sorioa of lectures
throughout August. The senson
also features an oppearanco by
logendary Broedway star Uta
Hagen in Collected Stories.

Here's a sampling of what
you'll see:

‘Hamlet’

Pau! Grosa' Homlet is en
exposed norve, This isn't just o
melancholy Dane but an emo-
tionally overwrought young man
full of guilt, disdain and aelf-
loathing.

At first Grogs, known in this
country o8 the star of the TV
‘series Due South, seoms toa emo-
‘tional, but his eolid command of
the lnnxungn drawa us into his
nvodng interpretation uf Shake-

let with emotional force.

For ticket
site at www.stratford-festival.ca,

Stratford Theatre
At the Foetival

‘s Hamiet, through Nov. 6 .

Raby's The Threa Musketears, through Nov. 4

Staln, Bock and Hamick's Fiddlar on the Roof, through Nov. 4
Motlere’s Tartuffe, Aug. 1 l: ‘Ntohv' 3

'8 As You Like it, through Nov, 4
Goodrich and Hackett's The Diary of Anne Frank, through  Nov,
. . 5

7124 YO TIRODAN
Noble Dane: Paul Gross plays Ham-

next exlt after Ingersoll), then follow County Road 6 north to Strat-
ord.
: Call (1-800) 567-1600, or check thelr Web

Avon

‘Wiide's The
Importance of
Being Earnest,
theough Nov. 4

Glibert ang Sul-
livan's Patlence,
July 11 to Oct.
13

At the Tom
Patterson

atio and Graham Abboey’s dosh.
ing Laortes,

Overall, this is a good intro-
duction to tho work, cleanly out-
lined, clearly and simply spoken,
directly performed, But for those
looking for new insights into this
profound tragedy, it will bo leas
satisfying. .

‘Fiddler on the Roof’

It'a not just that Brent Carver
e physically smaller than tho
actors usually associated with
Tevye (Zero Mostel, Horechel
Bernardi, Topol), but he- also
plays the role smaller, Carver’s
Tavye is just an ordinary man,
weighted down by his work as a
dnirymnnlnnd by his family of

Titus Andronicus,
g8 through Sept, 30
Eurlpldes’
Medea, through
% Oct. 1
Flndley and
¥ Thompson's Effz-
abeth Rex,
{ through Sept, 30
Margulles’ Cot
lected Stories,
d July 21 to Sept.
2

Mazumder's
Oscar Remem-
Bl bered, Sept. 29
To got to Strat-
ford: Taks the
bridge to Wind-
sor, follow High
way 401 east to
Exit 222 (the

apenre’s most famous
Unfortunately, none of the other
characters aro as well defined,
robbing the production of the
tenaion and depth it would have
if we had n fuller interpretation.

Director Joseph Ziegler gives
Hamlet an oarly 19th century
sctting, similar to that of Ken-
neth Branagh's recent film ver-
sion. But the production ia fairly
strafght forward except for the
cmotional fervency of Groes’ per-

formance.

The other performances are
solid, workmanlike but unfo-
cused. Benedict Campbell’s
Claudius is a man of outward
charm but nothing else is sug-
gested either of evil or guilt.
Even less clear is Domini Blythe
in the pivotal role as et’s
mother, Gertrude, Ziegler avoida
the Freudian spm of Laurence

Olivier's famoue film, but he
givea Blythe nothing on which to
hang her performance, Thero is
no passion here, either for
Claudius or Hamlet. Similarly,
Marion Day’s Ophelia is too
vague,

There are some fine perfor-
mances, including Jerry
Franken's officious Polonjus,

David Keéley's sympathetic Hor-

«;} Local 58
presents:

B XEX]

Sponsored by M_&_m%/

five . When he com-
plains to God, b.ic conversation is
wry, gentle, modulnud Carver
sings well but ho {sn't the bom.
bastic clown of Mostol or the big,
bear-like lesder of Topol.

‘This interpretation-of Tevye

lows r Susan H. Schul-
man to shift attention to the
town of Anatovka and the rich
life of ita Jewish community in
1805, a time of pogroms and rov-
olution,

The Festival Theatre stago is
colorfully transformed into a
Mare Chagall painting come to
life full of riotous peasant colors,
surreally flying animals and,
yes, a fiddler on the roof.

“Fiddler” is a joyous celebra-
tion of life even under the harsh.
est of circumstances, The Jerry
Bock-Sheldon Harnick songe
draw on the rich legocy of Jew-
ish culture that informs all
Amcrlcan popnlnr music, Hero
the (Sunrise, Sunset, Tra-
d!tum, If I Were A Rich Man ete)
and Jorome Robbins’ dances,
under choreographer Michael
Lichtfeld, are supoerbly per-
formed by a generally excellent
cast and a fine orchestra,

The three daughters, who each

break from trndltion in their

choice of ‘mates, are all per-
formed with warmth and zest by
Robin Hutton as Tzeitel, Tracy

OcEAR. Coorna

A deal: Lazar Wolf (George Masswohl) and Tevye

(Brent Carver) celebrate @ marriage arra

ngement

under the watchful eye of the fiddler (Phxllzp Hughea)

Michailidis as Hodol and Amy
Walsh as Chava. Michael Therri-
ault affects a tailor's stoop in his
small body and gives a witty,
nervous performance as Motel on
Miracle of Miracles. Fred Love is
strong aa the revolutionary stu.
dent Perchik.

It is only in Theress Tova's
Yente, the matchmaker, and
Keith Dinicol's Rabbi that the
performances go over the top

into Jewish vaudeville. They
might have learned better from
Carver'a restrained, realistic and
winning performance as Tevye ~
a little is good.

{Thursday, Graham Abbey
moves from Laerfu to two very
different roles in "The Impor-
tance of Being Earnest” and "The
Three Musketeers.” Next Sunday,
a look at Niagara-on-the-Lake's
Shaw Festival.)

1.5 MILE FAMILY FUN WALK -

TO PROMOTE ORGAN AND TiSSUE DONATION IN MICHIGAN

Crulse-a-P

'.C.'.....C".".

B USMA Event featuring D] Rockin’ Ronnie B Collector Dash plagues
B Over 350 Trophies A

CLASSIC 0C

s8 00BN IPENOIEIRORBLENCS, easce

alooza Car Show

B 94.7 WCSX Broadcast M Camnival Rides W Food, Family Fun & Lots More!
Adult Admission $3.00/Kids 12 & under FREE

Pre-Rogistration/Check-in Friday, August 16th » Spm to Spm » Over 70 Trophles Awarded Fridey Night!

Advanced Regletration $10 per Vehicle ($20 Day of Bvent)

rded M Cruise Woodward Anytime B Auto Exhibits

ATYTENTION CRUISERS!

Name: - . H
s [ Phone: '
ctty: State: Zip Code:

Z Amount

Mcl-:hﬂ*ﬂh:

Bgnmm‘nb or Yendor information: Joe Bell at 248-045-3737

WCEX-Cruise-a-Paicscs

Share your life. Share your decision.

Join the fun! Bring your family, bring your friends!

" ' $ATURDAY, JULY 15th ~
DETROIT ZOO 9:00 a.m.

(Race day registration starts at 7:15 a.m.)

- ENTRY FEE:-
515 by July 15; $20 thereafter and on race day

FOR INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION FORMS:.
' ‘1-877-966-MCOD or www.mcod.com _
All participants recaive free admission to the Detrolt Zoo and a t-shirt.

MAJOR SPONSORS INCLUDE:
The Richard and Helen DeVos Foundation
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