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Some are grumbling about last
weok's Farmington Area Family
Feat, but its promoter safd he ia
eatiafied that the new-look event
is on the right track,

“Thore were a lot of families
out there and that's what we
wore Jooking for,” anid Mike
Watts of Watts Up Inc. *From
what [ saw from last yoar to this
year, wo wanted this festival to
appea! to familios and I never
thought I'd see so many kids out
thero in strollers, It was heart-
warming.”

Wattas saw other pluses to this
year’s festival, the second to take
place under his watch but the
first where he had a full yoar to
organiza it, .

He thought going to n “street
ort fair lock” in the Downtown
Farmington Center parking lot
was a good move, !

‘To achieve that, the large yel-

slow circus tent was replaced by
smaller white tents,

“Entertainment was a plus,”
Watts continucd. “And the move
of Kids Day to Thursday boosted
attendance and kept people in

)

POLICE/FIRE -
NEWS

The following reports were
filed with the Farmington Hills
Policc Department in the past
weexr.;

Hills firefighters from Stations
Four and Five were called to an
apartment on Sierra Pointe Cir-
cle Saturday evening and found
a plastic basket on fire in a hall
next to the kitchen, The resident
had left a basket with groceries
and kitchen suppliea on top of
the stove when she returned
home from the store. The esti-
mated losa is $10,000,
DISORDERLY CONDUCT

A former employeo of a busi-
ness on Grand River was arrest-
ed Fridoy after a dispute over
his final paycheck, Polica were
,called when the 18-year-old
Detroit man refused to leave the
premiscs, A acarch of his car
revenled a 12-gauge shotgun
with one spent round in the
chamber and five additional
rounds of ammunition. The gun
was taken for safe-keeping.
VANDALISM

A homeowner on Albien told
police a garbage truck ran into a
foncepost on his property while
trying to turn around on a dead
end street, and the driver didn't
stop. It's the second time this
year tho post has been damaged,
the man said.

Two minivans parked in the
22000 block of Ontaga Street
were domaged sometime Fridoy
aftornoon. The driver said doors
were scratched on a 1993 Ply.
mouth Voyager and a 1998 Mer-
cury Villager,

A car on Colwell and a home
on Roosevelt were pelted with
eggs sometime Friday night or
early Saturdny merning.

Police have received soveral
complaints about fireworks in
the arcas of Farmington Mabile
Manor, Orchard Lake and
‘Trestain, Truck and Ambeth,
ANIMAL CRUELTY

While on patrol, an officer was
approached by someone who
believed dogs were being left
alane in a house on Middlebalt.
Based on a description, tho offi-
cor found the home and hoard
dogs barking inside, A neighbor
eaid the house had been vacant
gince the ownor died a month
ago and gave officera the name
and number of the owner's
daughter. .
ACCIDENT/ARRES _

A man invelved In a car acci-
dont at 13 Mile and Orchard
:Lako roads lato Friday night

daroused tho suspicions of an offi-

cor when he appeared very ner-
vous and couldn't produce o driv-
or's lcense, Police said the 21-
yonr-old Weat Bleomficld man
snid thoy could search his car, in
which they found n .26 caliber
pistal wrapped in a towel, five
rounds of ammunition, a folding
knlfe and lock pick sot.

A cheek with the Secretary of
State showed the car's liconse
plates belonged on a vehicle in
Utlea, The cadot who goarched
tho car also found the man'a wal-
lot, with his suapended license
inside, nnd another license plate.
Tho car was impounded; tho sus-
poct was nrrested and booked
into tho Hills lock-up.i
EMBEZZLEMENT *

The managor of o fast-food

town all day. I also thought the
parade (on Saturday) went well,”
highlighted by a streamlined
parade routo.

‘Whtts said he did not yet have
actun! attendance figures for the
throo-dny event, which was
moved to late June for the firat
time,

In the past, the Founders Fes-
tival (its former name) took place
“.1 July. But the d:m was

to-hoad

d to avoid h

competition with similar festi-

vals where arta and crafts ven-
dors patticipate. This year's fes-
tival did coincide with the Livo-
nia Sptes, which is mare of n
carnival-typo evizt,

This year nlsoc marked the
introduction of a free shuttle
botweeh downtown and Farm-
ington High School.

Still, Watts is aware of com-
plaints,'such na: decreasing festi-
val businosa; mixoed reviews
about phyaical changes (the ven.
dor tents, for oxample); lack of

s

promotions and advertising
(which were reasons given for
the $50 participation fees); and
some opposition to increased

participation fees for

and vendors, needed to offset fes-
tival costa.

Time to tweak

Watts said promotions were
adequate, with various media
advertisements and large ban-
ners hanging oyer Grand River,
But, ho atreased,

*We can only aubmit the infor.
mation (to publicatd It's up

oter says he’s happy with event

the subject or'to'ntmvorly niz'-
ding the

to them to print it.”
It is probable that Watts and
the festival board (Farmi

Shriners’ cqwboyg-
and-Indians routipe. ol
The Farmingion Ares Mulil
Y

Arca Family Festival, Inc.) will
eventunlly hold s meeting with
merchants and citizens to dis.
cuss the various fasues,

“But I'd like to havo some time
to think it over,” Watta aaid. *I
don't think there's any need for
wholesale changes.”

This year's parade wae alec

Council of Farmington/Farming-
ton Hills requested the Shriners
tone down their act, in order to
be sensitive to the neods of
Native Americana, .

The Shriners - a parads staple
— considered pulling out, but
wound up making their annual
appearance,
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ON-SAT 10-8 + OPEN SUN AT NOON |
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jacobsons.com

GOTTA HAVE IT. GONNA LOVE IT.

Now, savé even more at Jake’s Semi-Annual Clearance.
Enjoy 5§0% off selected merchandise throughout the store.

Savings off original prices of selected merchandise, as identified by signs. No adjustments made on prior purchases.
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