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-Reader ‘contriblitions' are’
belng sought for the February.
speclal section on weddings and
annlversarles, Couples married
25 years or more are invited to
send a wedding plcture, a
recent plcture and a write-up on
the secrat for your marriage's
success to spectal projects edl-
tor Ralph Echtinaw, Observer
Newspapers, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia, Ml 48150, Ralph
must have your plctures by
Tuesday, Jan. 23. Include a self-
_addressed, stamped envelop if
u.Warit your plctures retumed, .
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In the Hllls: Farmington
Hills City Council mem-
bers will hold their first
meeting of 2001 at 7:30
p.m. Jan. 8 at City Hall,
315565 W. Eleven Mile
Road. They’ll hear presen-
tations regarding the

» Franklin Road inter-
change project and the
city’s Web site, and hold a
public hearing on the
vacation of an alley
between Colwell and St.
Francis Ave. in Section
386, for the Walgreen's
development.

Ice dammed? Don’t try to
clear your roof yourself,
Hire a pro, experienced
builder recommends., /E1
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BY JONT HUBRED
BTAFF WRITER .
JhubrodBoo,homocomm.not

‘The Farmington Hills Police Depart-.
ment and the Detroit Clearinghouse
Association have teamed up to offer a
$5,000 reward for
information leading to
the arrest and indict-
ment of tho man who
robbed a Farmington
Hills bank Dec, 28.

‘Tho Clearinghouse,
a consortium of about
a dozen banking firms
in the area that worka to capture bank
robbers, contributed $2,000. Hills

hometownnewspapers.'net‘

Farmington, / Farmington Hils, Michigan

Polico contributed $3,000.
© two most recent robberies — both
National City Banks - are disturbing
e}

shoes and black gloves. .
Initially, he made no attec.nt to
cover his face. He curnm.yi a burgundy

because they involved

On Dec. 18, two gunmen assaulted a
cusiomer while holding up a branch {n
Farmington. The two suspects wore ski
masks. The Clearinghouse is offering a
$2,000 reward in this case as well.

In the Hills robbery, on Dec, 28, the
lone gunman tried to take a femnle
telier with him as he left the bank. He
is descrihed as white, blond-haired,
about 5-feet-11-inches tall, age 30 to 40
with a two-day growth of beard. He
was wearing a tan overcoat and gray
tweed hat, sunglasses, red scarf, tennis

Hills Chief Bill Dwyer anid the local
money wns added to the Association’s
reward because authorities believe it
will assist in the suspect'a arrest. The
$3,000 comes from monoy forfeited in
connection with drug crimes.

“It's o good use of those funds,” he
said, “Most of these bank robberies
comus from people who have drug or
gambling addictions,”

According to Jeffrey Rolph, of Stan-
dard Federal Bank sccurity and cur-
rent spok e Clearingk
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bank robberies in Michigan peaked in
19'9‘%, u‘: 359. -
‘e have had a relatively quiet year
until this fall,” he added.
Rolph said it's hard to tell why rob-
bers pick a certain bank. :
“Wae (Associntion membérs) talk all
the timo about this, and there isiéften
no rhyme or reason. The bank you

think no one would rob because it s 6n
a traffic-filled, four-lune road is the ono:

that is hit,” he eaid. : -

Tho Clearinghouse runs ads in riews-.
papers showing auspects and haa had;
succeas in capturing bank robbers..
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soothe lingering hard fe
ings between state Rep.
Andrew Raczkowski and
Farmil city officials and

Update: State Rep. Andrew Ry

in a study session.

important issues with the Farmington City Council

ter start,

get the new year off to a bet-

Mayor B;Il Hartsock, Clerk
Patsy Cuntrell, Mayor Pro-tem James Mitchell and Councilwoman Mary
Bush of the City of Farmington listen to Andrew Racézkowski's report. ,

In the House

State rep, council talk issues

IBITYA'I!"M SMITR “I requested that we have
temith@oc.homecomm.net this meoting ,vgry ....nnrly

this year,” Ri

said,

It was an attempt to ~durlng Wednesday's study
session with the city council
ond administrators, “so that
I can get your wish liat of
what can I do for the city of

Farmington.”

It was also a try to bridge
a communication gap that

was evident during 2000,
particularly claims by coun-
cil members that the 37th
District House representa-

Please sce STATE ﬁ, AS

Rewards posted in 2 bank stickups

Sears will close

its Hills

outlet

Two arca Scars h stores will
close aa part of o nationwide cost-sav-
ing move the retail giant announced
lost wecek.

Stores at 7490 Haggerty in West
Bloomficld and 27700 Middlebelt in
Farmington Hills were included in the
company's decision to ¢lose more than
80 facilities across the country.

“What we're doing is closing some of
our smaller, underperforming stores,”
enid Scara director of public rolations
Tom Nicholson, “This is not so much a
retrenchment as o reinvestment, ns
we'll be opening new, larger stores in
major metropolitan areas this year.”

Nicholson said Sears plans to close
about 30 of its hardware storea and
more than 50 of its National Tire and
Battery stores notionwide, He said the
stores average 30-40 employees cach,
and all full- and part-timo workers
who have been with the company more
than one year will be offered severance
packages.

Embplayess ase alao boing eacour.
aged to appiy for pasitiono at other
Sears stores in their areas,

ease see A2

STAry PRIoTO Y BLL Barsiyn
ings Sears Hardware, Mid-
dlebelt Road and Twelve Mile
Road, will hold a clearance sale.

Sled hill still
posing problems

By TIM SMITH
BTAFY WRITER
tsmith@oe.homecomm.not

The Shiawassce Sled Hill.is quickly
b ing a winter batt} d with
vandalism and blatant disregard of
atated rules,

So far, noboedy has been seriously
injured. But winter enthuainsts are
consistently “trashing” the hill, even
moving safety equipment.

Hay bales intended to cuchion and
block participants from sliding inte
Farmington Road are being picked up

laewh

more vandalism than we've seen in the
pest.”

He d with the ct i
tion made Thureday by Farmington
Hills naturalist Joe Derek, that the
sled hill is being “trashed.”

“Wo've cleared two large mounda of
{broken and displaced) hay bales with
a front-end loader,” from various points
on the sled hill, said Gushman. "Cos-
metically, it doesn't luok very good.”

Tough conditions
Gushman said officials from the
cities of Farmi; and i

and flung on the
ered slope that backs up to the Lewis
Schulman Administrative Center.

Public snfety officers even had to
respond to reports of fire being set to
some of those hay bales. Meanwhile,
soft-plastic fencing also has been dam-
aged and users are seen traveling the
wrong wany toward unprotected Shi-
awassee,

“I've never witnessed this level of
chaoa on the hill,” said Kevin Gush-
man, director of the Farmington
Department of Public Services, *It
appeara aa though there's been a lot

Hills and Farmington Public Schools
would scon meet to discuss the issues,
acerbated by the early dumping of
snow this winter,

*We haven't had this moagnitude of
snow in quite some time,” continued
Gushman. *So it's detracted from
everybody’s ability to pny attentioa to
the hill.®

The aled hill - located on the nortl.
cast corner of Shiawassce-Farmington
roads on school district property - is
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BY DOUG JORNSON
STAFF WrITER

Hills resid

refcrences to court cases,

Icona alert you to time-sensitive actions (alarm
clock) and to thinga to do to keep peace in the family

Ro (a dove in flight),

dministration.

longtime Farmi; bert
Downio, has co-authored a book on estate

What Do We Do Now? A Practical Guide to Estate
Administration for Widows, Widowers and Hei

and i

The whole thing is in layman's terms, utilizes
1) i tudes copies of the

Hills man co-authors book on estates

#l Downle and

co-author Kass
will sign coples
of the book 2

gives you tips, ct and easily

and s}

on ing 's eatate,
The bock has wide margins for note-taking, many
1 hort, h

ing catate taxes.

numerous forms used in Michigan probate courts.
Chapters cover routine matters like Social Security
3 and veterans' benefits and the tougher topics includ.

Downie's long experience at National Bank of
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