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. tive was not parﬁculurly respon-
slve to the The issue

important local discretion (for)
ituations w mig!

of Jocal control prompted former
Farmington Hills Meyor Aldo
Vagnozzi's candidacy, opposing
Raczkowski for a two-ysar term
in the Nwember electwn

t
have knowledge about somebody

as to why they should not grant

a CCW permit.”
Also on the agenda
Meanwhile, Racrkowski quicks

But crept
to the surface, particularly dur-
ing a lengthy discuwsion about
the'recent passage of House Bill
4680 co-sponsored by
Raczkowski - which loosens the
grip of ]ocn}l authoritics on the

o Har P

permits.

Nonctheless, Farmington
Mayor Bill Hartsock said he was
glad that city officials were able
to meet with Raczkowski,

“It's & start,” Hartsock said
after the meoting. “And we'll soe
what happens. It certainly hasn't
been a lnck of effort on our part
in keeping contact with him.”

‘The gun bill was adopted and
signed by Gov, John Engler, fol-
lowing the Decomber “lame
duck” session of legislators, and
will take effect July 1, barring
any reversal. Several council
members wero critical of such an
important measure being passed
during the weeka following the
Nuvumber election,

. During thnl seumn, 24 lnw-

ly ran over several other jtems
during the one-hour meeting:

@ He assured the city ol’ﬂcm]u
that state funds could be found
for the Govarnor Warner Man-
sion, but that grant money for
the Civic Theatre was less likely.

@ With his involvement,
chances are improving for 47th
District Court to recoive a third

Police checking into pizza parlor
break-in, stolen Chevy Suburban

The following reports were
filed with the Farmington Hilla
Police and Fire Departments
during the past week:

FIRE

Homeowners away on vacation’
ovor the Christmas holiday got
an unexpected and unwelcome
call just before the New Year.
Firefi, zhum from Stations 3 and
d to a home on Glen-

that y
wouldn't happen until 2003.

The Farmirgton court — soon
to be expanded - s third in line
to add a judge, inatead of being
fifth, becausa Raczkowuki and

judge, a 1, babl

3

creok at 11:13 p.m. on Dec. 27 to
find damage from a fire in the
bnnam:nt and light nmnku

weru atrewn around the atore.

Two mon, one from Farming-
ton Hilla and one from West
Bloomfield, reported items
they'd left in unlocked lockers
had been taken while they were
in a health club on Farmington
Road, on Jan. 2, One man lost a
money clip and $36; the other, a
wallet that contained {dentifica-
tion and credit cards.

Thieves who took a wallet
from the purke of an employee at
Designer Discount on Orchard
Lake didn't get far, as officers
to her 9-1-1 call

the hous
tors detarmlnad the fire had
been d by a broken

47th District Court A
tor David Walsh went up to

water pipe, but an investigation
into how the fire start.

Lansing and d
is a greater case load than pm\d-
ously dctermined.

® He indicated that there is
now legislation that could move
school olections from June to
August, when they could be held
in tandem with state and local

primaries,
“I thnk ynu'll see it ?gve this

makore (i
who are in their final term and
fiot worried about re-clection
Votéd in favor of the bill, which
opponents believe will lend to a
huge increase in the number of
guns on the strect.

‘Someuﬂng this serious should
Hot, hnppen in a lame duck ses-
sion,” said Mayor Pro-Tem
Jnmen Mitchell,

Why change?

«. Raczkowaki, however, snid he
voted on the bill prior to the elec-
tion, after it came out of confer-
ence committees of the House
and Senate, “I didn't seo a major
prdblem with it.”

Moanwhile, Hartsock asked
‘the Farmingten Hills residont
about why he would “vote for a
change from the current way
things are being dono? ... These
dro things that should be decided
at the local level, inatoad of
being atandardized,”
>Under the existing format,
local gun hoardas have the
authority to reject o permit for a
concealed weapon if it finds the
applicant does not need one or
might be harmful to society if he
or ahe carried a fircarm,’

The new bill requires gun
boards to allow CCW permits be
granted unless there ia “clear

and convincing evidence” not to, |

including having a felony record
or history of mental illncss. If o
request ia denied by a gun board,
the decision is automatically
appealed to the circuit court
level.

*If the circuit court decides the
board did not act in good faith,”
said Farmington Director of Pub-
lic Safety Gary Gosa during the
meoting, “than the atate and
enu.nty bear the costs of the other
person's attorneys feea,

“Which I think ia going to put
a real chilling effect on any
board who is going to try to deny
a perm:t

Raczkowski anid he was com-
fortable with the bill, which he
added was tightoned and tough.
eiued during the lame duck ses-
sion.

It requires permit reciplents to
Teceive oight hours of fircarm
training, compared to zero hours
currently. Gun owners operating
a ‘motor vehicle with a blood
aleohol count of just .02 percent
also face a misdemeanor charge,
imuad of a civil infraction,

* ‘Another reason for hia vote, he
‘sald, was the fact 66 percent of
constituents he had contact with
gl‘ﬁmt the issue favored such a

‘The perception that Raczkows-

ki's constituents aren't the same -

‘aa-city officials’ was noted by
Mitchell, .
*“When you speak of con-
atituency contact,” Mitcholl aaid,
we've been hearing people
screaming” not to loosen control
. on CCW permits.

. Goss later said the loss of local
‘discretion over granting CCW
permits is an important one, But
he emphasized that people need
toread the law” and not jump to

nclusions,

. *They won’t be handing out
Rufl permits lika candy eane:
Gosa eaid.."But this

year,”
have' bnen wnrklnx wlth school
people ta come to a compromise.”

Farmington City Clerk/Trea-
surer Patsy Cantrell, who was at
the meoting, said various bills to
consolidate elections have been
making the rounds for two or
three years.

She thinks there may be some
tecth in the version ‘taczkowu]d
referred to

“With the presidentinl election
I think you're going to sce some
aerious reform,” Cantrell said,

ed. A relative.was called to the
scana, along with a repair com-

any to fix damuze to the pipes
nnd clectrical utilities,

An overhead, xna-ﬁred heator
was to blame for a fire that dam.
aged a business, on Industrial
Drive Jan. 2. The fire was out
when units from Station 1
arrived; firefighters secured the
gas uupply to the unit. Plant
employeea used several dry
chemical extinguhheru on the
ﬁm. H

’l‘hluvoa broke mtn Hungry
Howie's Pizza sométime after
11:30 p.m. on Jan. 1, smashing
the front door and stealing
$26.62. The shop’s owner said &
register till with $200 in it had
been left out. The drawer and
the balance of the cash, $174.38,

ltopped the suspects’ car, The
clerk said while one of the two
men asked her to show him
dresses his girlfriend might like,
she saw the other man near the
door to the atore office.

After a while, the second man
walked out of the store and
began running. Concerned, the
clerk talked to the firat man,
until his cell phone rang. When
she went back into the offics, she
discovered her wallet had been
taken and called police. Officers
who stopped the car saw one of
the occupants throw something
out the window;.they later recov-
eved the wallet,’which contained
$1,000 in cash, on Orchard Lake
Road.

IDENTITY THEFT

A 31-year-old Canton man told
Hills Polico on Jan, 2 that some-
ono had opened a account
in his name at ABC Warehouse
in Ann Arbor. The account was
opened on Dec, § and used at the

Farmington Hills store on Dec.
18 to charge more than $3,600 in
merchandise.
EMBEZZLEMENT

Two employees of Busch's gro-
cery storo were ticketed for tak-
ing items and.eating prepared
foodo from the store without
paying for tham, Both were
arrested because they were
wanted on ding war-

H POLICE AND
FIRE CALLS

Detroit with temporary license
plates, and he knew the resident
couldn't afford to have bought it.
Ha had nlm heard it would be

" that night. Whon

rants, invantlgatnu we:i:t tol th?
address, they found no sign o
AUTO THEFT the Suburban.

On Jan. 8, a 28-year-old South
Lyon woman discovered her

2000 Jeep Cherokea had been
stolen from the parking lot at
Botsaford Hospital, sometime
between 8:16 a.m, and 7:30 p.m.
Later that evening, a hospital .|
oemployee told police a 1994 Jeep
Wrangler, driven by a young
black man who looked about 14
or 15 years old, nearly hit her
Explorer as it pulled out of &
parking apace in tha same lot,
The boy, who was wearing a
meize and blue University of
Michigan jacket, backed up
quickly and etruck a Toyota
Corolla and Mercury Villager.
He met two young men, all
about the same age, and they
fled on foot inte a nearby apart-
ment complex. §

A salesman at Bob Saks car
dealership got'a call on Jan, 3
from & man who ssked whether
a 2000 Chevrolet Suburban had
been stolen from the lot, A check
rovealed it had been, The infor-
mant said the vehicle was
parked in frnnt of a home in
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Vertzon Wireless

Avoid The Ghost of

Christmas Past.

PLus, GETA
DIGITAL PHONE

'FREE

RAFTER $50
MAIL-IN REBATE
Nith neu a-yesr service agresment.

- Get 1,200 minuvtes“for—-_‘—— e

Just $19.99 monthly access

(100 werkday minutes/1,000 night and weekend minutas)

Want more minutes?

FREE LONG DISTANCE
FREE ACTIVATION
on the following plans

At wath nel 2 yrar Secvice Agreecents

for detvery. call toll hee

_1.866.2 JOIN IN

~hop ontine

MIWHOICES COm

Simple. Atfordable.

Nationsl. Join in.

S. markats. The Detrolt market covers Lapesr, Livingsion, Macomb, Osklend, L. Cla, w..mm.mw

COMMUNICATIONS STORES MALL LOCATIONS WAL-MART LOCATIONS AUTHORIZED RETAILER
Auburn Rilis Farmington Hills St. Clair Shores Briarwood Mall Commerce .
4612 Boldwin Rd. 31011 Orchard Loke Rd. 26401 Harper Ave. 734-623-8620 3301 Pontiac Trail k. R
248-975.6729 248-538-9900 810-777-4010 Great Lakes 248-669-9860 Equipment offer may vary.
Bloomfisld Hills Loke Orion Sterling Heights Crossing Mall Howsll
2274 South Telegraph Rd. 2531 S, Lapeer Rd, 45111 Park Ave. 248-97?-6729 3599 Grond River E.
248-335-9900 |248-393.6800 - 810-997-6500 5‘1'5'2']5'7'4&9 517-546-5611 .
LOCA Novl - Taylor 247 Port Huron '
:‘::lm‘" TIoN 43025 12 Mile Rd. 23495 Eurekas Rd. Northland Mall 4475 24th Ave. -
8159 Chaillis, Suite C 248-305-6600 7342871770 24B-514-4282 810-385-7600
810-225.4793 Rochester Hills Troy Twalve Oaks Mall Warren
Dearbom 3035 S. Rochester Rd. 1913 E. Big Beaver Rd. 248-735-3973 29240 Van Dyke
24417 Ford Rd. 248-853-0550 248-524-0040 810-751.0747 -
313-278-4491 . Southfield = Westland White Lake N -
Detrolt 26935 Horthwestern Hwy. 35105 Warren Rd. e 9190 Highlond Rd.: 3 Ny
100 Ren. Cen. Ste. 144 248:915.3000 734.722.7330 248-698-0043 PRINE
313-568-6900 < 28117 Telegroph-Rd. Ypsilantt
2485358-5;00 2515 Ellsworth Rd.
i 734-528-3137
: BUSINESS SALES: 248-305-6601 s !
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