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Festival organizer Mike Watts

nity. This year employees at Vis-
teon are mnklng platforms to
similar to

B ‘What makes this a great event is people com-

ing lo‘oﬂlﬂ'

Mike Watts

Festival organizer

7“1 was working out at Vic
Tanny and thia fellow Charlie
Roach came up and said the fes-
tival inspired him to write poet-
ry,” anid Watta, “What makes
this a great event is people com-
ing together. That and the fact
* that every year, everything the
carvers create is all new. They
don't come back and carve the
same thing. We hope people will
come out and sce the carvera not
only in Kellogg Park but in the
Central Parking Structure, It
will be pretty spectacular. We
had the largest field of competi-
tors last year including the
largest number of collego entries.
Those arc the carvers of the

future and that's one of the most
important aspects of the festival
- — education,”

Michael Watts Jr. is proof the
festival troins and hones the
ukills of future carvers. He's con-
tinued to enter and win competi-
tions gince his student days at
Catholic Central High School in
Redford. This year he plans to
escort the Japaneso carvers to
learn their techniques.

*“They carve a little bit differ-
ently,” said Michaol Watts I
want to ace what they can teach
me,”

School Symphony and the
Metropolitan Youth Symphony.
“I've nover done :mythmg like
this before.”

Revisiting history
.Boajdes having a lot of fun,

Mnredilh Helfman, a 15-year-old
iolini at North

himself to carve ico scul| on
a computer. He and his brother
Nick, a student at the University
of Michigan. are using the pro-

gram Lightwave on-n Macintqsh .
| to ani d

a 30
commercial for the festival,
‘Watts Jr. effortlessly moves his
way .around the scroen that
mimics a virtual movie studio
and soon the ice sculpture of a
dinosaur comes to life. .
“There’s advantages to both ico
carving and computers,” nn!d
Michae) Watts. “When you're
doing somathing on computer

Mennwlulo. Watts is wuching

you can fix it, If you're carvmg
and cut off a head, you lose.”

and

Fnrmlngtnn High School, is
rovisiting history. Rushon’s
three movemonta reflect King’s
life as‘a preacher, civil rights
activist, and visionary. Tho pre-
miere will include projected
images and audio tapes of King’a
inspirational specches.

“There aren’t many pieces
written about Martin Luther
King,” said Holfman who joined
the Detroit Symphony- Clvnc
Orchestra three years ago.
music is geod and it's kind oftool
because Charles Burko taught
us'the hlsuzry in addition to the
music.”

That's exactly the idea behind
the Detroit Symphony Civic
Orchestra — to supplement sym-
phonic music programs in
schools. From September
through May, students in the
orcheatra rehearse once o week
in e profossional atmosphere
where in many instances they sit

side by nide with DSO muli-

leuonl DSO musicians are
them.

cians,

In

Oakland Universi ln Rocheat:
intensifies tho cxpanunco with
day-long progra

“I think it'n the best youth
orchestra in Michigan and we
have the best hall to play in,”
said Helfman who hopes to one
day play with an orchestra liko
the DSO. “Many times, wo get to
play with the samo conductors
who work with the DSO. I get to
meet lots of people. But you ean't
fake your part, I'm mmng side
by side with DSQ musicinns like
my teachers — Bruce Smith and
Linda Sncdden-Smith (of Farm-
ington Hilla),”

Those are just a few of the
benefits of membership in the
Detroit Symphony Cmc Orches-
tra.

“I'm excited nlmm. doing the .

Mozart Requiem with the Ply-
mouth Oratorio Society at
Orchestra Hall on Sunday,
March 4, said Burke. It's just
one of the experiences the Civic
Orchestra provides to youth, For
our mentor program we have col-
lege students come in and play
with the orchestra, They sit side
by side with Civic Orchestra
members and re-emphasize

miere of Rushen's Mine Eyes
Have Seen the Glory, the 2.
member Civic Jazz Orchestra
with trumpeter Marcus Belgrave
at the helm will play at the Jan.
14 program. Winans Phase 2 will

also make a guest singing

appearance.

“Marcus always leads with his

‘to tho world pre- .

trumpet in hand and you never |

know when he'll take a s0lo,”

said Burko, “We'd like overyone .

to come. All scats are $10, It's

very reasonable.”

Changes

A 100-percent increase in °:

attendance has brought about

several changes. This is the first -

season the orchostra will per

form five concortd. In the last
year, the audience has grown to |
around 1,400. That's quite a -

jump fruxn Burke’s first season

when audiences would number :

around 200. He hopes te top
2,000 for the Jan, 14 concert.

*It's remarkable the change *
that has come ovor the orches- :

tra,” said Burke. “It's truly a pro-
professional orchestra.”
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COM:NG ATTRACTIONS

Special film event

CHARLIE'S ANGELS

Comedy take on papulor 708 television
show stars Cameron Diaz, Lucy Lui, 8
p.m, Thursday, Joi. 11, Moglc Bag Brow
and View, Forndale. 21 and older. $2.
(248) 544-3030

Scheduled to open Friday, Jon, 12

ANTITRUST

Milo, an kieplistic computer genius hos
a seemingly perfoct life, until ho Is
recrulted by & muttivillion dollar corpora-
tion run by his professlonal hero, Gary
Winston. Mifo s0on roalizes that his
mentor's dosire (o ba tho best has led
to unathlcal declslons by the company.

DOURLETAXE

* An Investment banker Is framed for laun-

cering maney for a Mexlcan drug cartol.
He partners with o would-be street hus-
tior, who really works for o goverament
agency. Stars Orlando Jones and Eddic

Griffith,

OH BROTHER WHERE ART THOUY
The stoey tells of thiee escapeos from a
Mississippl chatn gang who embatk on

On the floor: Julia Stiles
stars in “Save the Last
Dance.”

the adventuse of o lifetime as they sot
out 10 pursue their freedom. With noy
Ing to lose and still In shakles, théy
make o run for thelr Iives and end up on
an Incredidle Journey filled with chal-
lenging cxporlences.

THIRTEEN DAYS

Tha stoty chronicles tho tense 13 days
guring the Cuban Misslie Crlsis when
tha United States fought a cot-ond-
mouse gome with tha Soviat Unlon to
81op 1t from importing missltes to Cuba,
Stars Kevin casmer . -

- Mike Clark, USA TODAY

SAVE THE LAST DANCE

A complicatad clash of cultures, both
ethnic and artistic, provides the back-
drop far this musical drama about &
white, middle class small town teenag:
of,

o open Friday, Jon. 19
THE QT
A recently-widowed mother of three who
beats the *gift* of psychic vislon I8
scomed by some namow-minded town
citlzans. As she struggles to support
herself and hor sons by giving psyehlc
readings, Annle's vislons begln to unrav-

el tha town’s dark secrets.

A homicido datective ontors o guesome

murder Investigation on tho day of his
ratitemant. Faced with the young vic-
tim's grieving porents ond his own reluc-
tance to lsavo the force, he vows to find

the killer, Stara Jock Nicholson, Patricla -~ .
Clarksan, Benicio Del Toro, Dale Dickey,

Aaron Eckhart, Costas Mandylar and
Relen Miman.

[AEEE

“Younger audiences ought to see this movie...we're reminded of how grlppmg
pnllcy'glve and take...can be. Donaldson and the corridors of official Washington

seem well-matched.

- Richard Schickel, TIME MAGAZINE
“Seen through the eyes of presidential aide Kenny 0'Donnell (Costner),
‘THIRTEEN DAYS' is a suspenseful tale, Well acted, especially by Costner and
Greenwood...they make us feel their tife threatening pain and puzzlement.

- Peter Iraueré, ROLLING STONE

“The Kennedy bonding still fascinates, and director Roger Donaldsen makes a
lively business of watching peliticos, diplomats and military brass go at
each other in verbal contact, you don't see too many Y2K action
films that focus on the spectacle of man thinking.
- Elvis Mitchell, TRE NEW YORK TIMES
“THIRTEEN DAYS'is 2 man's man drama. Bruce Greenwood is a startling realization.
Steven Culp scores decisively.”
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