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. Home Work -

Readers ask about washers and glte
APPLIANCE
DOCTOR

connect on the back of the unit.
‘Two screws, a little hose comes
off and remove the four wires.
Do it yourself and save some
money.

May I suggest something that
will make your wife feel like a
queen? Why don't you inform
her that overy other week you
will do the wash? Your wife will
appreciate it.

Another reader asks: "Now my
wife and I are taking the plunge’
ond buying a home in Canton.
Can you please advise me on
what brand and model of refrig-
erator, washer, dryer and stove
wo should buy? We are in our
early 30s and late 208 with no
children.”

A: My dear friend, you are
exactly the person I wish to help
as much as possible, It'’s not that
I don’t want to help the older
folks, but you will reap more.
benefits from reading these
columns than anyone olso
because of your age bracket.

There is not one manufacturer
who makes all products to my
liking, 8o your question is a
tricky one and the one most
often asked. I usually respond

I get aver
100 c-mails
every week,
Some of
them are here

along
way.

Q: I have a
T-year-old
Maytag wash-
ing machine,
- model
JOE GAGNON LAT

: BAW., It
works great. Sometimes after
my wife washes a load of clothes
and the washtub is dry at the
enid.of the cycle when the clothes
are removed. By the next morn-
ing; there is up to a gallon of
water standing in the bottom. Is
it’a water pump seal?

‘A: The problem you are having
is ‘with the water valve on the
btk of the washing machine. It
is leaking through after it is
shut off. This is not a hard part
for you to change, and it costs
about $30 for the part. Tako a
logk at it where the two hoses
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+ FABULOUS LAMPS!
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Ovar 200 Lamps on Display, Stained
Glass, Contemporary, Traditional,
Designer Types, Al slzes & Styles.’

Also unusual Glftware, We have
something for every buget.

.SALE TAGGED

20*.70*OFF

‘OPEN SUN. 124

>

14 Mile
at Haggerty

img‘"‘ W. Comer)

CHADE® » TIFPAMY + QIFTE

248-669-2440

rican

nge
Klind and Wallpaper | actory
“ALL 1ST QUALITY NAME BRANDS!
HuntesDouglas,

Levolor, Duetts, Kirsch, Graber,
Lnuvemmpe, Crystal Pleat, Bali, Del Mar,
Wallpaper Books, and

‘SAVE UP TO 82% OFF o
‘NO PAYMENT FOR 90 DAYS*
< For Instant price quotes, o place an order of to
receive a FREE Blind Sampla KL or Wallpaper
 Catalog (32 SEH spplies 1o Wallpaper Catalog

1-800-442-3918 or vist...www.decorstetoday.com
7 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS ‘~lulmr1 -mh S
I B00-447-3910

D[\

"toam tm
1lam tpm
o

Hpm

| Schmidts Antiques

[ SPFCIALNEW YFAR™S 30 OFF SALE

We scounld like 10 swish all of
our friends and cusiomers

a bappy and prospersus

2001. In selebration, ue
are antowncing our bigges

sale of the year.
For two days only,

muary 131h & 1415, 2001

e are offering ¢ 30%
| saving) on avery item in

o Since Bl o
5138 W. Michigan Ave.
Ypsilanti, Michigan

that I like Whirlpeol refrigera-
tors and stoves, and Maytag
washers and dryem. That’s the
viewpoint of an old white-haired
repairman.

Shirley wants to know if the
new book has more information
thnn the Appliance First Aid

k I wrote, My new book, “The
Words and Wisdom of the Appli-
ance Doctor,” is vnst.ly different
than the first. It is a compilation
of columns from the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers with addi-
tional information. I've often
heard people say they clip the
information in my columns and
plncc them in'a binder. You
won't have to do this anymore,

for the columna are in

If you read the book, you can-

write a letter of

directly into the laundry tub,
‘The problemn I'm having is a fou!
odor (like stagnant wator?) is
caming from the machine,

1 have made sure that the
machine ia level, confirmed that
the drain is properly functioning
so that no water is forced back
into the machine during spin
cycles and placed a lint filter
over the drain (and change it
regularly). I also chocked that
water tubing.connections ara
socure. at the back of the
machine

The machine seems to be func-
tioning normally other than the
foul odor. The smell is moat obvi.
ous when the machine ia filling
and a day or so after the last
wash lnnd Any thoughta? (Jen-
nifer G

th; newspaper for alluwing me
it.

Anothor reader named Flo
thought the Applience Doctor
would know what glue to pur-
chase for a repeir to a paper
napkin holder that is lucite and
has a brokea X

I don’t know everything, but
buy the best glue you can afford.

Q: I have a Whirlpool washing-

machine that is about eight
years old. It's located in the
basement, is fed by the base.
ment water pipes and drains

A: It sounds like the vent
stack pipe on the roof is plugged.
Joe Gagnon can be heard on
Newnlek 760, WIR-AM, every

Address pesky floor squeaks
by examining joists and nails

ASK sgucaks
DAD often are

more notice-
oble ot this
time of year,
and' home-
owners often
wonder what
causes them.

The heated
air has o dry-
ing effect on
wood, but the
answers
depend on
what’s cauas-

HARRY JACHYM
ing the squeak and where it's
located.

Floor squenks nre caused by
two surfaces ru\vbing against
each other, which is usually the
subfloor rubbing against the
Jjoist (the honzomal ﬂoor fram-
ing the

and Sunday
Do you have o quulwn for Hu
Appliance Doctor? Contact him
care of Ken Abrameczyk, At Home
Editor, Observer Newspapers,
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia, M1
48150 or e-mail kabramezyk @oe,
homecomm. net. Look for
Qagnon's suggestions in a future
Appliance Doctor column.

Got a home remodeling project that you're working on or com-
pleted recently? Let us know about it. Send items for considera-
tion for story ideas to Ken Abramczyk, Observer Newspapers,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48150 or e-mail kabramczyk@ oe.
homecomm, net. To send a fax, call (734) 591-7279,

Roof-Ice

Water Damage Repairs Inc.

Insurance claim work accepted

Rollins Painting & Repairs

Licensed and Insured

(248) 474-9410

Removal

For a fumace that keeps you warm and saves
money, just call Bryant to the rescue.

e Dat,

A/CeleatingePlumbing » and more
o Guummie AATY
1-800-BLUE DOT

Seating & Couling Syshoms
Since 1904 -

squenk can bq as simple as an
improperly driven nail that
grazes the side of joist, which
moves when someone steps near
it, also creating noise.

How to address it depends on
whether a finished or unfinished
ceiling in the basement exista
below.

Unfinished business

If the aqueak is above an
unfinished ceiling, the job
should be relatively. simple.
Have another person stop on the
floor while you stand downataira
or on that lower level, making it
squeak until you can locate the
source.

The squeak can often be quiet-
ed by forcing construction adhe-
sive between the joist and the
subfloor and driving 8 1/2-inch
secrewa through both sides of the
joist ot about a 45* angle into
the subfloor. (Be very careful not
to go through the subfloor into
the finished floor.)

You may find you need a littls
more force, Aftor forcing con-
struction adhegive into the gap,
glue and serew a short plece of

2-by-4 into the joist and sub-
floor0. Use'3 1/2-inch screws
through the joist into the 2-by-4
and 2-inch scrows (assuming
3/4-inch eubfloor material)
through the 2-by4 into the sub-
floor.,

In both the above cases,
weight should be put on tha floor

above to push it against the joist .

before fastening. And again, bo
careful not to run the acrows
through the subfloor,

Many home repair books sug-
gest hammering a shim in the
gap between the subfloor and
the joist whore the noise is
occurring. Sometimes thia repnir
works, but quite often it tends to
separate the subfloor and joist in

adjacent areas causing the
squeak to spread further. i

If a nail is causing the commo-
tion, grab- its end with a pair of
pliers and bend it out, away
from the joist. If part of the nail
ia in the joist, a pry bar, cat's
claw or screwdriver may be
needed to froe it

When'you have a finished ceil-
ing bolow the floor aqueak, it
usually means working through
the floor.

You'll firat have to locate the
joists and the ion they are
going. Some electronic stud find.
ers will read through carpet, but
most won't,

Tap the floor with a hammor,
listening for a dull thud sound,
which should indicate the joisi's
location. To verify, drive a
nail through the carpet and sub-.
floor. If, after going about 3/4-
inch to 1-inch deep there's no
resistance to driving the nail,
you've missed the joist. Pull ﬁxa
nail and try again, moving about
1/2-inch perpendicular to the
Jjoist run, Joiats usually (but not *
alwaye) run acroas the short
dimension of the room..

Once found, drive two or more
16d (penny) finish nails through
the carpet at opposing angles
into the joist. Set the nails

ugh the carpet and pad.

An alteraative to this is to
push the point of a 2-inch or 2
1/2-inch screw through the car-
pet and pad and with a power
drilldriver, drive it into the joiat
until the head goes through the
carpet backing, Using scrows
holds better than nails and
tends to draw the subfloor tight
ogainst the joist, (This method
only works when you can sepa.
rate the carpet pile where the
scraw is being inserted so the
backing i visible. Long or thick
pile where you can’t sce the
backing may catch the screw
pulling the carpet fibers or
wrenching the driver from your
hand.}

Tile, hardwood options

Tile floors above a finished
ceiling leave you two options —
you can remove (0
nate the squeak and replace’ ihe
tila or you can cut out the ceil-
ing, stop the squeak from below
and repair the ceiling.

Hordwood floors léave you
with the same two options, along
with a third. It is possible to
drill a small pilot hole through
hardwood, drive and set finish
nails through it into the joist,
then putty over the nail hole.

Harry Jachym, a licensed
builder, lives in Plymouth and
teaches building trades to high
school students in a achool dis-
trict in western Wayne County,
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CUSTOM CABINET \

Call us for un- dvun kitchen, We offer a fall range of populsr siyles. With
hand-rub! hI inishes, Or contemporary laminates. With :ny-cleu

FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES
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and accessaties. The affordable dream

Kitchen TOP SHOP

31150 8 Mile Rd. « Farmington Hills

E Mernman {Orc

veed Loy Rd

{248) 477-1515




