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Election
makes an
animated
online topic

By DOUG JOHNSON
BTAFY WRITER

Lisa Sievert's government classes at
Farmington High School found the recent
national election good fodder for o lot of
debate and jon ~ not only amongst
themsolves but also in an online discus-
sion board.

Sievert, who describea herself as a
“political junkie,” said the recent hejght-
ened debate over who won the election has
*“been a good experience for the atudents,

“But there were a lot of hard feelings,
too, b D fc and Republi
students.” .

Sievert's students used a “course,” fhs-
government, through the huge black-
board.com Web sito. Blackboard operates
out of Washington, D.C., and offers “e-

leges and oy 8¢l

and provide, among other things, a course
site channel where inatructors can set up
free discussion boards such as “fhsgovern-

ment.”

Michi| tor-elect Debbie Stat
spoke to Sievert's government class sixth
hour before the election. But after the elec-
tion, as tho nation went through the ardu-

learning” infrastructure to schools, col-
i ell soft .

Online: Alexis Johnson works with blackb

STAFY P1i0T08 BY BOLL Brrsiex
d.com’s di board

in the Farmington High School computer lab. Below, left, is une of her

opinions showing up online.

o u 8
recount .
High classroom.
Procests " -On thing we talked about was Judicial
A8 Y activiam! The students knew the (U.S.
issucs Si court was conservative and gen-
found erally applauded the decisiona. We also
their talked about how hard President-clect
pe way Bush's job will be,” Sievert said.
o X ey, v T T into her “They loved the appointment of Colin
N g Farm- Powell {as Secretary of State),” she said.
ington She said her students don’t sce the value

of the electoral college.

“The biggest jsgue finally became ‘why
do we spend so little on our clections? Thia
is n generation that cxpects to vote on the
Internet.”

Siovert, a Central Michigan University
graduate, is in her third year as a teaches
at Farmington High. Ske has as part of
her assignment three government classea.

City council tables
merchants’ request
for outdoor displays

BY T4 8MITR
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Downtown Farmington mer.

chants will need to come up with

more-specitic criterin if they are
to bo- pg.:r’mltu.d to put aware-

of 825 in 2000

BY JONT HUBRED
BTAFY WRNZR

All Y2Kidding aside, 2000 was
a banner year for the Farming-
ton/ Farmiogton Hills Area
Chamber of Commerce.

“We had = fantastic year,” said
President Carleigh Flaharty.
“One of our goals was to
increnss membership to 825,
and we did that.”

Flaharty said goals for the
coming year center on continued
growth while still providing key
sorvices to existing members.
New board members will meet
this month to Jook at goals for
the coming year, which will like-
ly paralle] those set last yeor —
including increased member-

Farmington Hills Economic
Development Commission Chair,
John Anhut would like to sec;
more done for businesses in the;
coming year. The EDC reviewed
requests for tax abatements-fo
companies like Bosch and Har.
man Enterprises, but Anhut
would like to see some kind of

it for smaller busi :
es na well. Ll

“We could use the EDC to
underwrite loans for reinvests .
ment,” he said. .3

The EDC is also committed ta .-
maintaining a 65/356 split
between the residentinl and
businesa tax base, to keep prop- -.
erty taxes low, Anhut said. He'd
like to see the Grand River pros .

ject pleted, ns continued *
doavel il

ship, greater T ity ..
invol and involvement in ¥ eyes -
government affairs. sores like the abandoned Boat- .

“The goals that came out of
lnst year are on-going,”

said,

The Chamber will survey
members to determine what
issues are important to them,
Positions are closely aligned
with the Michigan Chamber of
Commerce, which is looking at
living wage issues and specding
up the process to roll back the
Single Business Tax, which
busi pay on depreciati
of cquipment and fixtures.

Members are also gearing up
for the annual business awards
dinner on Jan. 25, and the
biggest event of the year, a busi-
ness expo in April. Held at the
Costick Activitics Center, the
Expo has been.expanded to two
days and will be a “business-to-
business” networking event, Fla-
herty said.

yard property. .
Caommmissioners aren't only
interested in bricks and mortar,
projects, however. The coming
year will bring an expansion ofa
mentoring program that teams -
local atudents with businesa
people, Anhut said, Do
“I hope we'll double it,” he ::
said. “That means we'll have'to. -
have more volunteers, but we'll *
got ‘em.” T
Anhut would alse like to see. !
more community spirit between; |
Farmington and Farmingto:
Hills, sharing common interests:
in the historic Governor Warne!
Mansion and Civic Theatre, the!
Founders Festival and Botsfordl!
Hospital.
=And we'll keep selling th
idea that Farmington Hills is
great place to live and to work.?
he added.

B FARMINGTON

people know we're open, that

we're a retail business.”
Wataon, whe last week

d she is closing hor

p and sand-
wich-board signs on sidewalks in
front of their stores,

During last week’s Farming-
ton City Council moeting, the
merchants' request for a six-
month trial period was tebled.
The request was made by a com-
mittee from the Downtown
Farmington Business Associn-
tion and Downtown Develop-
ment Authority, which devel-.
oped a list of eriterin,

Council mombers want more
informntion, as well as docu-
mentation nbout whether other
downtown business districts are
having success with a similar

program.

*I didn’t want to shoot the con-
cept down, but clearly it needs a
1ot of work,” said Mayor Bill
Hartsock immediately following
the Wednesday, Jan. 3 meeting,
*If it's working in another com-
munity, let's benefit from that.”

Hartsock said it is crucial that.
any policy or ordinance be “very
specific” and clear, to promote
uniformity and enforcement.
“It'a important that what'a fair
for one is foir for another.”

In order for such a request to
ho approved, the council would
need to grant variancea to the
city's sign ordinance.

After it became apparent the
request was not geing to be
approved, DDA Exccutive Direc-
tor Judy Downey said “we'll
research this further ond
(decide) whether to app h

‘outdoor signa for a 26-week peri-

store and going to a scaled-down
at-home operation, noted that
stores need avery chance they
can get to help combat competi-
tion from larger malls and the
Internet. .

The council unanimously sup-
ported the idea of helping mer-
chants enhance awarcneas of
their businesses. But Hartsock'
and others emphasized the need
to have additional detnils on
aspects such o8 presentation of
displays, the size of sandwich
boanrds and how they must be
made and maintained, for exam-

ple.

“Even though I've never hed a
rotail store,” said Hartsock to
the merchants, “you look for all
avenues and ways to advertiso
your services and goods. And
visibility obviously is a key when
it comes to storefront retailing.

“But when 1 look at this, I
have the ... initial reaction,
'Yeah, it seems like it could
work, But right now there is
more of a downside than an
upside to this.”

The list of criteria proposed
included allowing displays and

od, on Wednesdnys, Fridays,
Saturdays and Sundays.

Other provisions included
maoking sure displays and signs
are tasteful and professional and
do not creata vision obatruction
or other safety hazards for

council ngain.”

Representing the DFBA at tho
council session wers Diane Cas-
sidy and Deb Watson, respec-
tively of Village Hidden Trea-
sures and Deb's Crafts, twe
independent Grand River shops.

“Signs inercase business,” said
Cassidy to the council. “They let

pegeutriaqu and z_nnv.nn‘-u.

are per-
mitted to display and sell goods
outside, as long as they have a
special permit.

And Downey said merchants
can put out temporary signs for
official DDA events, such as the
Summer Fun Series and
Farmer’s Market, for example.

B Read all the Observer and
Eccentric news online at

observer-eccentric.com
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Call toll-free 1-877-480-2345
or visit &-Bank’ at www.huntington.com

Consolidate them. Because there’s no better way to get your bills under control than with a Huntington Home Equity Credit

Line or Home Equity Loan. With just one low monthly payment, you'll actually have ggore money every meonth for other things.

You'll have a fast response, too, thanks 1o our Instant Answer Loans” To learn more, stop by your local Huntington office today.

849% 50%
e APR e APR

@) Huntington

Banking. Investments, [nsurance.
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