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to $9.75; a parking lot attendant
will enrn $10.25 per hour,
instead of $10.04. .
The approval will incrense
current budget costa by a com-
bined total of about $70,850. .

nimlton and parking lot atten-
dgnts,
'For example, the hourly rate
fm{c substitute secretary ~ as of

Féb. 17 when the increases take
effect — will increase from $9.60

% M Read all the Observer and
Eccentric news online at -
observer-eccentric.com
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Quletly: Josh White III when

not in character, acts out the

pitcher; batter and the catch-

ir ;;1 a piece called “Base-
aii.
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Look: The students easily follow “Buddha’s” performance.

“dying art form,” and also about
what makes'a good atory — par-
ticularly one worth enacting on
stoge.

*It seems that the central
theme of education these daya is
creative writing,” said White,
after talking to fourth graders in’
teacher Steve Hoelter's class- .
room, "And I really can't think of
anything more creative than to
create a story for & mime,”

White, a 16th-year mime from
the University of Michigan,
ndded that the key is for young-
sters to “let their imaginations
soar, Anything they imagine 1
can do.”

In Hneltars classroom, stu-,
denta enthusiastically worked in

flml::'i groups to dovelop potential

*“The kids wanted to work (on
atorieg for the mime) as soon as
they cameo back into the room,”
Hoelter said, “They came up
with aome pretty wild ideas,
t00.”

Such as being an animal vet-
crinarian and mistakenly inject-
ing themselves instead of a cat
or dog, Hoelter explained.

The day began with a school-

wide assembly, where “Buddah” |

performed skits such as being
trapped inside s cube or floating
through space. Next, ho random-
ly visited classes such as Hoel-
ter's to chat with kids.

“Ia it fun being a mime?”
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.asked one of the fourth grndera.
“I have a blaat,” answered
Whito, who had washed off the

" face paiht before making rounds

in the school. *I get to go to 180
different schools (u year) and
introduce students lnkc youraelf
to (the art form oD mime, in nine
different states.”

During lunch, White read the
atories written by students,
selected the ones he would per-
form during -the afternoon
assembly and then worked on
“his own'performances.

There is a good roason to
introduce mime to youngsters.

*“Mime is a dying ort form,”
White said. “The hopl for the
future ia with our child

Only about 20 percent of chil-
dren he visits had ever previous-
ly seen a mime, he catimated.

Mime Josh White can be e-
mailed at buddahthemime

@yahoo.com.

8 Read Dan
O’Meara’s
sports coverage
every Thursday
and Sunday

Arthritis Today
JOSEPH J, WEISS, M.D. RHEULIATOLOGY
18829 Farminglon Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152
Phone: {248) 178-7860
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