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8 Banker supportive

[ was luud to vesd in your
Jan, 11- oditiun that the Farm-
ington Planning Commission
took a positive step to ensurs the
health and stability of the Farm-
{ngton Central Business District
by npprovlng the rezoning of
property at 38492 Oakland for
use by Baker Street Draperies.

It was a plus for Furminglan
when Shelley Raymond, the
owner of Baker Street Draperies,
chose to move her business here
from Livonia in 1992. The

. é of her busi

e
"‘iﬁ’q‘

and
its product offering has drnwn
customer c to the downtown
from a wide geographic area.
Her succeas over I:h' past nine

o accommodate business or any
other special intorests to get
these resulta,

It Il clear that if the city, seller

yoears

staying
for the future.

It would bs a shame to logs
this business to another commu-
nhy 1 applaud the foresight of

Planning Commiasi

power and its pmpecu

on in tak-
inz action to prevent that from
hnppening.

Robert P. Heinrich,
Farmington Hills

W Strongly disagree

My wife, Sundm nnd I, along

and busi; owner (all of whom
are our Farmington neighbors),
go forward, regardless of how
nice the business frontage looks,
they will drive down the proper-
ty values of the historic district
and make it more difficult for us
to sell our homes in the future.

1 do not even factor in why the
interests my wife and I, who
already reside next door, are not
given the primary consideration,
Wae continue to make our home
and thus our neighborhood, more
boautiful while our space is
being invaded for reasons that
np;d)enr purely :’elf ish, auporficial

Fntmlngtou neighhon. have
attended two meetings to oppose
the rexoning of a beautiful Arts
and Crafts home from the '20s at
83432 Onkland Street on the
time-warmad, all recidenrial,
historic street of Oakland
between Farmington Road and
Grand River. We live next door
to this proposed change.

Although our numbers alone
ehould have sent a strong mes-
sage to these board members
that, despite their loyalty to the
‘Town Master Plan, our neighbor-
hood preservation must come
first. Businesses are not tradi-
tional neighbors, particularly in
bistoric homes on a well main-
ulned. residential street.

: The owner of the property
spoke to the zoning board and
said he could sell his home resi-
dentially, -The business owner,
Baker Street Draperies, says she
Snly has four or five

Yy ua.

Jack and Sandra Felsot
Farmington

M Bite out of time

Last Monday evening, the city
of Farmington took another bite
out of time,

Whon the planning commis-
sion voted to recommend rezon-
ing & house in the Historic Dis-
trict for commercial use, the
charm of the Old Village was
being consumed. ’I'hn clt.y must

way in and out,

Without the uniqueness of the’
quaint old neighborhood, Farm-
ington and Grand River is little
more than another strip mall.
One might aay that the historic
charm of the area brings home
the bacon.

For this reason, and for many
others, historic houses in resi-
dential noighborhoods should
not be re-zoned, It is bad for
busineas. It is bad for the resi-
dents,

The city council should turn
down the re-zoning request, and
the Master Plan, recently
revised to include 33432 Oak-
land and ita western neighbor in
the CBD, should be corrected.

Keep business on the main
streets, not in neiuhborhaodl.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

neighborhood re-zoned. They
didn't want a business shoved

when the street is

d by
winter snow it is sometimes

oppoud the proposed ruon{n.
about

on their lot, .w

into that beautiful house in their nearly knponiblo to get in and
historic nelzhborhooi out of one's own. iveway
8o, the part to from
listenod to the citizens thh dme the funeral home that stands
right? Nope, less a hundred y; east
‘The commissioners practically of the property in g i
trippod over themselves passing Adding h inl ki
to d to City blisk will only make n}nut drainage
Council that the area be re- matters worse.

zoned to “Central Business Dis-
triet,” and that the bunlnuu

Of greater importance is the
issue of the character of the

owner’s site plan be
The pocked roomful of neigh-
bors was stunned, They apoke,
thoy pleaded, they asked nicely,
they asked not-so-nicely, they
d everything except get down

nn their knces and beg and their
pleas fell on doaf ears, It was a

The City of Farmi
renlize lt can’t have its cu!w nnd
eat it too.

Lance and Holly Glannola,
Farmington

M A treasure

There is a house for sale - &
home — at 33432 O
in Farmington's Historic Dis-
trict. Oakland Street is lined
with beautiful, historic homes.
Thia one is nestled in that little
section of Qakland that runs
between Grand River and Farm-
ington Road. It's a beautiful

brick home with a big fr;mt—

porch. The 8 a

akiand Stroet .

ridiculous and embarruling
forour b ] cif

However, dear readers, this

far from over. The plan.
ning commission {s appointed.
The city council is elected. By
the same people who begged the
planners to back off a business
deal that looks shadier and
shadier by the minute.

Fi gton City Cuunml will
listen to the planning commis-
sfon’s recommendations
night, Jan. 16, at 8 p.m.

That'as where you come in. You

- are needed. Your voice is crucial,

‘The residents of Farmington's
Historic District need you to tell
city council what you think —
what you want — for your city.
Do you want your own neighbor-
hood d into a ial

treasure, So are its psople.

And ¢ looks like they're going
to ruin uvcmhing ’rh!a Tuesday
night ot 8 p.m,, Ci

area? Probably not. Do you want
special treatment ‘given to buai-
nesses at the expense of your
city’a b iful Historic District?

Council may re-zone that quaint
Oskland Street strip from "Resi-
dentinl” to “Central Businesa
District.”

Even though it's not in the
Central Business District. And a
business owner is champing at
the bit to turn thnt brick home —

n that 1 niohhorhond

havo some
to attempt to incrense the size of

.the Central Business District at .

the expense of the historic Old
Village neighborhood. Huwnver,
what they do not realize ia that
they are eating up all their

bread and butter.
It is the old-world charm of the
ighborhood which

fer day (according to her infor-
inal survey) with most of the .
work being done in people's
fiomes and at her factory. She
basically a consulting busi«
fiess on the marketing side
{#hich requires space rather than
Tocation because she saya walk-
ins are rare. So what is the
problem?
' The city has spent many hours
developing their plan and we all
mlly respect their efforta and
work. We also appreciate
all businesa owners (of which I
am one) whe service our commu-
nity or drawbolben :, fntquent
+ Farmington, but, we do not want
o historic district compromised

attracts people to the city. It is

- the c¢harisma of history that .

makes people want to live in,
viait and shop in Farmington.
‘When we tell people we meet
(from all over the metro area)
that we live in Farmington's Old

Village, they know about it end-

apoak paositively about it. They
have driven by to admire the
houses.

Some of them drive here and
park so that they can walk
through the picturesque neigh-
borhood. And they shop on their

FOR THESE
COMPANIES...

- into n atore. With n parking
lot, And traffic,

And declining property valuea
for all the caring homeowners

who have pumped their hard- -

carmned money into their historic
homes to keep them beautiful.

-And if Farmington residents

don't upenk up, it's gonna hnp—

1., Tu

So why didn". the homisowners
eompllln cbout putting a busi-
nesa into that home in the firat
place? They did. They went to a
Farmington Zoning Board of
Appeals mecting and they com-
plained. So ... the the ZBA lis-
tened to thoe residents, right?

Nope. They granted the busi.
ness owner allowances for pork-
ing and landscaping. The resi-
dents were so nngry and upset
that the next planning commis-
sion meoting was packed with
angry neighbors. Standing room
only. The people spoke to the
commission one by one. They
said they didn't want their

What happens when this busi.
ness owner turns the home over
to a new buyer? If the area is
commaercially zoned, we may
very well have to kiss that home
good-bye and say hello to e park-
ing lot. Or worse. Tell city coun-
cil what you think on Tuesday,
They have to listen, and listen
carefully. You voted for them.

Jim Pfeifer,
Farmington

H Opposed

1 want to voice my objections
to Baker Street Draperies’ pro-
posed zoning change for 33432
Oakland from Residential-1 to
CBD. I live at 33300 Oakiand
and I am adamantly opposed to
this request. Such a change may
provide Boker Street Draperies
some benefit - though it's hard
to see what this might be in light
of all the appropriate retail buai-
ness property already available ~
but its cost will be borne by
those of us who live in the neigh-
borhood

Let me point out that we
already experience serlous park-
ing and traffic problems. Com-
mercial traffic and parking is
bad enough in the summer but
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and the property
values that reflect that charac-
ter. Those of us who choose to
live here do 30 becatise we appre-
ciate its distinct charm. We
don’t want businesses slowly
Infiltrating what is a unique and
irreplaceable residentinl area,
Haring Baker Street D; i

issues. I ﬁnd 3
difficult to bellcva that ornie’of-
what is arguably a commereiat-
institution, namely a church, can:
object to having coramerefa}
neighbors. The Salem Churehi}:
parking lot, accommodatiny’
some 50 cars, is by no stretch'
the imagination & residentis!
. - Lo 0

Tlu neighbors to the wént's -
h:ve heen very vocal ln their

to y

in Farmington undoubtedly
brings benefits to all of Farming-
ton but it is unfair and unnaces-
sary that the costs associated
with that buaineas be borne by
our residential neighborhiood.

Dana Newhouse,
Farmington

i Backs Raymond

1 own the property in question.
I would like to address the oppo-
sition to the proposed rezoning:

Mrs, Raymond has approached
the City with her intentions to
relocate her business within the
city, and has expressed her con-
cern that there is no commercial
property available in the down.
town area. It was the City that
encouraged her to stay in Farm-
ington, and to explore the possi-
bility of relocating w my proper-
ty on Oakland Stree!

People in tha nalghhnrhood
have d thei

1 use on {:
this property. L
‘They argue that they are bainu
violated, having moved to the
neighborhood two years sgo to ;.

oy the residential character of *.
the area, and that this zoning ! i
change would compromise théir

house is, and has been for some’ |
40 years that 1 know of, adjacent
to commercial property, namely ¢
the real estate office next door to ; « ¢
the west. If they have such aa’ H .
objection to commercial noigh- | ;.
bors, why then did they know:
ingly buy a home next door to
business {n the first place?
‘These are clearly very aware
and intelligent people, and they
knew, by their own admission at 4
the last Zoning Board mecting, !
that their property is and has
been Master Planned for com-
use. lluemlltuwma—'
what disingenuous for them to ? H
coms to the City and oppose tha -
prospect of having a commercial

::
i
H

to commercial use nn this site. I
think it should be noted that the
City of Farmington Master Plan
designates commercial use pro-
poud for this site. To ntumpt to
that use, th

should come as no surprise to

the residents of the neighbor-

There are three neighbors
adjoining my house: to the east
and moat of the rear is the
Salem Church parking lot, at the
roar lot line is a condominium
owner, and to the west ia a sin-
gle family residence.

The condominium neighbor to
the rear has a view of the back of
my garage, As a result of the
rezoning, his view will now be of

In conclusion, Mra. Raymond
of Baker Street Draperies has
invested time, money, and ener-
gy into this project, with the .
encouragement and support of |
City officials. 7

To abandon her now would bs
to rend a message to current and - |
future businesa owners that the .
City of Parmington ia not inter- ;
esated in at ing new business- ;
es, or even in keeping the good
b here, |

ia not a business friendly envx-
ronment.

Ken Juhruan, .
Farmington
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