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nau, left them with no choice
but to seek relief. City officials
say they've done all they can to
respond to Gordenier’s com-

plaints,

« Hills City Manager Steve
Brock acknowledged Mayor
Nancy Bates and city staff have
rhet with the couple a number of
times to discuss their com-
plaints, which have included
dlleged harassment by police
4nd failure to provide public doc-
yments. He was not surprised to
goe the Gordaniors’ lawsuit,
which hasn't officially crossed
his desk though it was filed Jan.
22 in Oakland County Cireuit

Cowrt, -

+“He's talked about it for
‘years,” Brock gaid.

. Gordanier has appeared at
council meetings a number of
times over the post year, asking
the mayor to meet with him to
regolve hia jsaues, Whila several
meetinga took place, he said he
filed the Jawsnit when the city's

talk clxdn't lead to nny action.

*“The incidents are so numer-
ous and ridiculous in nature, it
came to the point that we were
not willing to accept the argu-
ment of the city that it was just
a series of unfortunate coinci-
dences,” Gordanier said in a
press release issued Monday
afternoon.

The fire

In an interview last month,
the couple made it cloar they'd
had no negative contacts with
police, firofighters or the city
bofore their house fire in June
1888. They were hosting dinner
guests and sat down to the tablo
around 9:55 p.m., when Teresa
went to put some ‘meat drippings
into a trash can in the garage.

She opened the door, and
flames roared back at her.

“We ascertained the firo was
too out of control for us to put
out,” Mark Gordanier snid. “We
choso to evacuata and then try to

' get a hoso and put it out*

. While Mark and one of the
guests worked on the fire, Tere-
#a called 911, She eaid the dis-
patcher declined her directions
because the trucks all had maps.

“They were warned on the
phone there might be difficulty
finding our home,” Mark Gor-
danier said. “We were way back
in the w a

The Gordaniers' home, which
hns since been robuilt, is on 10
acres in Woodlend Hills Park in
central Farmington Hills.

Merk isn't exactly sure how
much time clapsed before he
made a second call to the fire
department. The fire had dis-
abled electrical servico, which
rondored the well pumps and,
thus, the hoses inoperable, A
dispatcher told him the trucks
were having trouble finding his
home.

Paople stationed along tho
driveway confirmed the trucks
were dnving by, and Teresa ran
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. Mark said.

after them, to rediroct them.
Once trucks got to the Gor-
danfers, the fire was out in l
matter of

received a different version,
“To this day, they've never
zlvnn use wpy.:g:ha map they

family was juat grateful the ﬁu
was out and everyone escaped
without harm, even the family
pcu.

“We wera very, very happy
(the firefighters) were there,”
'e were more con-
cerned about our children, who
were in a stato of shock.”

Suspicions raised

Trouble didn't start brewing
until the Gordaniers were asked
questions that led Mark to

saw,” N

‘Harassment alleged

The Gordeniers filed suit
under the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act to obtain coples of the
mapa, Mark believes that prob-
lem led to a series of more than
a dozen incidents, which he also
claims to have documented
through FOIA requested docu-
ments, vidun and audjo tapes.
Among them:

| At leut one police officer's

idanuﬂuﬁag of Mark as the guy.

beliove ho was under
Later, aninvestigation by an
arson specialist showed the fire
was accidental, caused by a
wiring short in a power mower,
said Jay Schwartz, an attorney
‘who represonts the couple.

When Mark realized he might
be in trouble, he demanded that
firefighters get out of his house
and said he would return to the
house in the morning. An.ar a
couple of verbal {1

with an " with
polica;

- Fau ure to adequately inves-
tigate the theft of the couple’s
wedding rings, s well as com-
plaints called in from their dog
grooming business; an

B Doubling of the state equal-
ized value of their home after it
was restored, The SEV was
reduced when Mark complained
to the tax tribunal.

In one incident, Mark alleges a

th police, the Gordanijers left
nnd Mark did come back to the
house the next day. .

A detective questioned him for
45 minutes at that time,

Much later, when the couple
received documents for which
they sued under the Freedem of

ion Act, they d
unvcm! firefi, ghlera hnd docu-
mented the Gordaniers were
behaving in a suspicious manner
from the moment thoy drove up,
that Mark was ranting, raving

. and incriminating himself.

A fow months later, out of
what Mnrk cn!lu “pure curlonty.
the Gi ded the fire

police officor called to deal with
an irate customer who had
rofused to pay for extra services
charged on his credit card.

“The officer throatened us
with arrest for filing a false
police report because the cus-
tomer said ho didn’t threaten
us,” Mark said. “That's what
pushea me over.”

won awards for our community
policing programs. We've alwayn
been concernsd about service to
citizens,”

Last year, the Gordaniors and
their attorney met with Dwyer,
Brock, city attorney John Dono-
hue and Fire Chief Rich Marin®
ucei to air their complainte.
While they alleged a pattern,
Brock doesn't see it.

*“The {ssues he's raised, we've
tried to have a dialngua about
and allay his enneem, he said,
“The lawauit will ce: ly limit
our ability to talk tb.rough the
issues,”

Brock said the city has tried to
provide the infomution the Gor-
daniers requeated, ‘

“A couple of things he asked
for, we didn’t think we were
logally obligated to provide,” he
aaid. *T'investigated every one of
the concerns he brought to me.
In some cazes, there were very
clear answers.” .

In their most recent discus-
sions, though, Brock wasn't sure
what solution would make Gor-
danier happy.

I didn’t got a real idea what
{Mark) was looking for,” Brock
said. “I really don‘t know what
he's seeking in his lawsuit.”

The Gordaniers hope their $10
million lawsuit will finally push
city offictals into action.

“I want this to stop this
vendetta against me and my

family,” Mark said. “And I want

ity att John Donoh the § lationships in
said Gordanier hasn't been city hall broken, so under a nor-
mal checks and balances system,

happy with any oli the responses
he's received. «

“He has o seriea of complaints
we looked into and cannot find
tha police department has acted

ly,” he said,

dopartment's open house and
saw a map that showed their
home in the wrong location,
When they later asked for a copy
of that map, they say they

Police Cbief Rill Dwyer
ndamantly defends his officers.

*This is one of the most profes-
sional dopartmonta in the state
of Michigan,” he said, *We've

these incidents will not be
allowed to grow.

“I'm confident unless this is
stopped, we will have a Rodney
King-Ievel incident in Farming-

ton Hills,” he added. “That's our
broader, bigger picture. We feel
compelled to do something to
stop it.”
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